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14The LORD said to Moses: The time is drawing near for you to die.
Call Joshua and present yourselves in the Tent of Meeting, that I may
instruct him. Moses and Joshua went and presented themselves in the
Tent of Meeting. '5The LORD appeared in the Tent, in a pillar of cloud,
the pillar of cloud having come to rest at the entrance of the tent.

16The LORD said to Moses: You are soon to lie with your fathers. This
people will thereupon go astray after the alien gods in their midst, in the
land that they are about to enter; they will forsake Me and break My
covenant that T made with them. 17Then My anger will flare up against
them, and I will abandon them and hide My countenance from them.
They shall be ready prey; and many evils and troubles shall befall them.
And they shall say on that day, “Surely it is because our God is not in
our midst that these evils have befallen us.” 18Yet I will keep My coun-
tenance hidden on that day, because of all the evil they have done in
turning to other gods. 19Therefore, write down this poem and teach it
to the people of Israel; put it in their mouths, in order that this poem

may be My witness against the people of Israel. 20When  bring them into
the land flowing with milk and honey that I promised on oath to their
fathers, and they cat their fill and grow fat and turn to other gods and
serve them, spurning Me and breaking My covenant, 2land the many evils
and troubles befall them—then this poem shall confront them as a witness,
since it will never be lost from the mouth of their offspring. For I know
what plans they are devising even now, before I bring them into the land
that I promised on oath.

190n the seventh day, when the king was merry with wine, he ordered
Mehuman, Bizzetha, Harbona, Bigtha, Abagtha, Zethar, and Carcas, the
seven eunuchs in attendance on King Ahasuerus, 11to bring Queen Vashti
before the king wearing a royal diadem, to display her beauty to the
peoples and the officials; for she was a beautiful woman. 12But Queen
Vashti refused to come at the king’s command conveyed by the eunuchs.
The king was greatly incensed, and his fury burned within him.
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