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REeJoOICE in the Lorp, O you righteous: praise is comely for the
upright. Praise the LORD with a lyre: make melody to him with 2 )
the harp of ten strings. Sing to him a new song; play skilfully 3

with loud jubilations. For the word of the Lorp is right; and all 4

his work is done in faithfulness. He loves righteousness and 5 )
judgment : the earth is full of the goodness of the Lorp. By the 6
word of the LORD were the heavens made; and all the host of
them by the breath of his mouth. He gathers the waters of the 7 )
sea together like a rampart: he lays up the depths in store-

houses. Let all the earth fear the Lorp: let all the inhabitants 8

of the world stand in awe of him. For he spoke, and it was; 9 R
he commanded, and it stood fast. The Lorp brings the counsel 10

of the nations to nought: he makes the devices of the peoples 3}:
to be of no effect. The counsel of the Lorp stands forever, the 11 -
thoughts of his heart to all generations. Happy is the nation 12
whose Gob is the Lorp ; and the people whom he has chosen for

his own inheritance. The Lorp looks down from heaven; he 13 lio}
beholds all the sons of men. From the place of his habitation he 14

looks upon all the inhabitants of the earth; he who fashions 15

their hearts alike; who considers all their deeds. There is no 16 <4
king saved by the multitude of a host: a mighty man is not
delivered by great strength. A horse is a vain thing for safety: 17 Ry
nor shall he save by his great strength. Behold, the eye of the 18 23
Lorp is upon those who fear him, upon those who hope in his

steadfast love: to deliver their soul from death, and to keep 19 .
them aljve in famine. Our soul waited for the Lorp: he is our 20

help and our shield. For our heart shall rejoice in him, because 21

we have trusted in his holy name. Let thy steadfast love, 0 22

Lorp be upon us, even as we hooe in thee.
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Congregation and chazzan:
And so,* all shall ascribe the crown to You:

The following is recited line by line, congregation then chazzan.

585 To God Who prepares man for judgment;*
3 To the One Who tests hearts on the day of judgment;
3 To the One Who reveals the depths* in judgment;

on the day of judgment;
in judgment;

1 To the One Who speaks fairness
1 To the One Who analyzes ideas*
1 To the One Who is pious and does kindness on the day of judgment;
t To the One Who remembers His covenant in judgment;
n To the One Who has compassion on His handiwork on the day of judgment;
v To the One Who purifies those who trust Him in judgment;
1 To the One Who knows thoughts on the day of judgment;
3 To the One Who suppresses His anger in judgment;
Y To the One Who dons righteousness* on the day of judgment;
n To the One Who forgives sins in judgment;
3 To the One Who is too awesome for praise on the day of judgment;
© To the One Who pardons the people He bears* in judgment;
y To the One Who responds to those who call upon Him
on the day of judgment;
in judgment;
on the day of judgment;
in judgment;
on the day of judgment;
in judgment;
on the day of judgment.

b To the One Who works His mercies

¥ To the One Who scrutinizes the hidden

p To the One Who acquires His servants*

n To the One Who is merciful to His people

w To the One Who safeguards His beloved ones
n To the One Who supports His wholesome ones

AT 557 77 P
The following is recited line by line, congregation then chazzan.

1 Y OKY

T2 Nipny N7 DM N5 b
12 TYTIIA? Mo omwm oty
T3 NIV TN TR0 YY) Py
I TRINAIYY o ™wyn Snink
T2 oyawainy o niawmm yh
T niySnom  rora nipTy wabh
T3 Py N9y o ni%nn kY
T2 TRMOYID? o vRTpY My
12 ATTAYy Mip7 IO NiND oivy
T2 ™R MY, oM ny oMb
1 ora M Ring

NDIYT NIIMDT NIdbn MWD WRID MDY 1K)
™MD — N 0%y PYRRY 19 — niaon
MR DIWI — It ,n2ivy 0Y 0T Ay
MR- R YU WD Pypin nn? :In3X U1
»19 9% YW Diwa 0% wph XIT PN3 WitRa
(X APYEY DT 1 PO NTRY 027 Ay

197 DRY¥Y ORTRY KD 07Y

NI1DIWT NINDT ndbn MWD WY "D MINKY-
"D — N0 0%y N YRRY 19 — N
MR piwa — 31 My DY 07T Y
MR— R YU WD PypIn anY IR 2
»13 2R YU Diwa "30% wph (X P2 UITRD
IX NPYDY DTN 1R POY NTRY 037 oY

197 DRRYY ORTRY KD 022

Well, at the root of the precept of this holy season lies the theme
that it is of God’s kindnesses toward His human beings to recall them
and regard their deeds one day in every single year, so that the iniquities
should not become a great many, and there should be room for atone-
ment. Abundant in kindness (Exodus 32:6), He tips [the scales of justice]
toward loving-kindness, ® and since they [the sins] are few, He pardons
and clears them away. And if there are wrong deeds among them,
perhaps, that require cleansing, He exacts payment for them bit by
bit, in kecping with what the Sages of blessed memory said:® From his
friend, a man collects fhis debt] bit by bit. But if He would not call
them to account until a long time, then they [the sins] would become
so very many, until the world would almost incur destruction, Heaven
forbid.

Conscquently, this distinguished day is [ensures| the endurance
of the world. It is therefore fitting to make it a festival day, that it
should be in the list of the precious holy times of the year. However,
since it is the ordained time for everyone alive to be judged, it is proper
to behave then with reverent fear and awe, more than on all other
holy times of the year. This is the reason for the theme of the “memorial
of the shofar-sound” (Leviticus 23:24) mentioned with it: for the
ru‘ah (shofar-sound) is a broken call, to intimate that cveryone should
break the force of his [evil] inclination and have remorse for his bad
deeds, as we will write at length in the precept of the shofar (§405), in
sidrah pinhas, with the help of the Eternal Lord.
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THE PARADOX OF ROSH HASHANAH

The mood of pahad on Rosh Hashanah is reflected in the
well known Midrash: “The ministering angels asked before the
Holy One Blessed Be He, ‘Why doesn’t Israel sing Hallel
before You on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur?’ He said to
them: ‘The King sits on His throne of judgment, with the books
of life and the books of death open before Him, and Israel
should sing praise?’” (Rosh Hashanah 32b). Thus, the Rambam
rules that “Hallel is not said on Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur because they are days of repentance, fear, and awe; not
of extra happiness” (Hilkhot Hanukah 3:6). Due to this
profound feeling of pahad, the Rav’s great-grandfather, Reb
Yosef Dov Halevi Soloveitchik, had a custom of fasting on
Rosh Hashanah."

Yet, paradoxically, Rosh Hashanah is also a day of
rejoicing. The Rav recounted how his heder rebbe would say
that there was no greater joy than placing the crown of kingship
on Hashem, as it were, a coronation which takes place on Rosh
Hashanah. Due to these conflicting themes, Rosh Hashanah is a
far more complex holiday than Yom Kippur."

There is an allusion to this emotional conflict in the final
verses of the Psalm recited responsively immediately following
the Amidah of the evening service. King David announces:
“Lift up your heads, O gates, and let the everlasting doors be
lifted up, and the King of Glory shall come in. Who is this King
of Glory? The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in
battle” (Psalms 24:7-8). Initially, God’s dominion is foisted
upon man against his will. Hashem rules over the earth whether
or not we accept Him as our ruler. The doors are passive,
yielding to an omnipotent God whose sheer power subjugates
all. Such a king is distant from his subjects; the emotion that is
appropriate for this sudden encounter with the King’s awesome
might is dread. The initial shofar blasts heard on Rosh

A
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12 Rabbi Soloveitchik on the Days of Awe

Hashanah, the tekiot demeyushav, reflect this sense of
trepidation. There are no introductory verses of prayer or
petition between the blessing and the actual blasts; they come
upon us suddenly in a charged atmosphere reflecting our state
of pahad.

However, in the two concluding verses of the Psaim there is
a subtle change in tone: “Lift up your heads, O gates, lift them
up, everlasting doors, and the King of Glory shall come in. Who
is this King of Glory? The Lord of Hosts, he is the King of
Glory...” (Psalms 24:9-10). Here the gates open of their own
volition. The everlasting doors are not flung open by Hashem;
they are opened by man who welcomes His entry. Hashem rules
with man’s consent, as reflected in the Biblical verse, “And He
was king in Yeshurun when the heads of the people and the
tribes of Israel were gathered together” (Deuteronomy 33:5).

Here the second theme of the holiday of Rosh Hashanah is
introduced: joy. This emotion, as a theme of Rosh Hashanah, is
discussed by the prophet Nehemiah: “Eat the fat and drink the
sweet, and send portions unto them for whom nothing is pre-
pared...for this day is holy unto our Lord...for the joy of the
Lord is your strength” (Nehemiah 8:10).

Many Rishonim would actually recite the passage reserved
for the festivals during the Amidah of Rosh Hashanah, “And
You have given us, Hashem our God, occasions for happiness,
holidays and times for rejoicing, this Day of
Remembrance....”!3 Indeed, similar to the festivals, the holiday
of Rosh Hashanah annuls periods of mourning due to this
aspect of happiness.

The second set of shofar blasts, the tekiot deme’umad as
heard during the Musaf prayer, reflect this mood of happiness.
The Shofarot section joyfully proclaims: “And on your days of
rejoicing and festive occasions you will blow trumpets....”

3 1:7°907°9¢"'NY
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The Message of the Shofar 13

Similarly, Malkhuyot affirms that God’s rule will willingly be
accepted by mankind: “All inhabitants of the earth will know
and recognize that to You will every knee bend.”

As this transformation takes place, the emotion of pahad
gives way to a new, more mature emotion: yir'ah or awe.l4”
The progression from pahad to yir’ah is implied in our Rosh
Hashanah prayers: “And therefore place Your fear (pahdekha)
on all Your creations..and You will be held in awe
(veyira’ukha) by all the creatures.” The arousal of pakad on
Rosh Hashanah is not meant to leave the Jew permanently
paralyzed. This powerful and ultimately destructive emotion
must be transformed into a mobilizing, constructive force
during the days leading up to Yom Kippur. Yir'ah suggests
reverence and loyalty, as exemplified in the Biblical command,
“Every man shall revere (tira’u) his mother and father”
(Leviticus 19:3). The joyful acceptance of God as our King
reflects a process of spiritual maturation in the penitent. Yir’'ah
is not based on a visceral fear, but rather reflects a cognitive
understanding of God’s power. Yir'ah in turn prompts
introspection and positive, concrete action through the
remainder of the intervening days culminating with Yom
Kippur. The transformation from pahad to yir’ah facilitates the
necessary progression from hirhur teshuvah on Rosh Hashanah
to teshuvah itself during the remaining days of repentance.

14The Kabbalists refer to the first day of Rosh Hashanah as dina
takifa, a harsh judgment, while the second day involved dina rafia, a
lighter judgment, reflecting these two themes of Rosh Hashanah.
(Zohar, Volume 3, Parashat Pinhas, 231b).
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