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3 B And when Rehav‘am was come to
Yerushalayim, he gathered of the house of Yehuda and Binyamin
a hundred and eighty thousand chosen men, who were warriors,
to fight against Yisra’el, that he might bring the kingdom back
to Rehav‘am. But the word of the Lorp came to Shema’-
yahu the man of Gop, saying, Speak to Rehav‘am the son of
Shelomo, king of Yehuda, and to all Yisra’el in Yehuda and
Binyamin, saying, Thus says the Lorp, You shall not go up,
or fight against your brethren : return every man to his house :
for this thing was done by me. And they obeyed the words of
the Lorp, and returned from going against Yarov‘am. And
Rehav'am dwelt in Yerushalayim, and built cities for defence in
Yehuda. For he built Bet-lehem, and ‘Etam, and Tegoa, and
Bet-zur, and Sokho, and ‘Adullam, and Gat, and Maresha, and
Zif, and Adorayim, and Lakhish, and ‘Azeqa, and Zor‘a, and
Ayyalon, and Hevron, which are in Yehuda and in Binyamin,
fortified cities. And he strengthened the fortresses, and put
commanders in them, and stores of food, and of oil and wine.
And in every city he put shields and spears, and made them
exceedingly strong. And Yehuda and Binyamin were on his
side. And the priests and the Levites who were in all
Yisra’el resorted to him out of all their districts. For the Levites
left their pasture lands and their estates, and came to Yehuda
and Yerushalayim: for Yarov'am and his sons had cast them
out from serving as priests to the Lorp: and he ordained for
himself priests for the high places, and for the satyrs, and for
the calves which he had made. And after them out of all the
tribes of Yisra'el such as set their hearts to seek the LorD Gop
of Yisra’el came to Yerushalayim, to sacrifice to the Loro Gop
of their fathers, So they strengthened the kingdom of Yehuda,
and made Rehav'am the son of Shelomo strong for three years :
for three years they walked in the way of David and Shelomo.
And Rehav‘am took for himself to wife Mahalat the
daughter of Yerimot the son of David, and Avihayil the daughter
of Eli’av the son of Yishay ; and she bore him children ; Ye‘ush,
and Shemarya, and Zaham. And after her he took Ma‘akha the
the daughter of Avshalom; who bore him Aviyya, and ‘Attay,
and Ziza, and Shelomit. And Rehav‘am loved Ma‘akha the
daughter of Avshalom more than all his wives and his con-
cubines : (for he took eighteen wives, and sixty concubines ; and
begot twenty eight sons, and sixty daughters.) And Rehav‘am
made Aviyya the son of Ma‘akha the chief, to be prince among his
brethren : for he thought to make him king. And he dealt wisely,
and dispersed of all his children throughout all the districts
of Yehuda and Binyamin, to every fortified city: and he gave
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