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Taking Terumos and Mea asros

Halachic Issues with Israeli Produce:
1. Terumah (for the Kohen)

2.
3.
4.

5.

Ma’aser (for the Levi)
Terumas Md’aser (what the Levi has to give to the Kohen

Ma’aser Sheini (what you take to Jerusalem during years 1,2,4,5 of the
shemittah cycle)
Ma’aser Ani (what you give to the poor during years 3 and 6 of the
shemittah cycle)
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And the Lorp spoke to Aharon, Behold, T also have given thee
the charge of my heave offerings of all the hallowed things of

the children of Yisra’el; unto thee have I given them by reason
of the anointing, and to thy sons, by an ordinance for ever.
This shall be thine of the most holy things, reserved from the
fire: every offering of theirs, every meal offering of theirs, and
every sin offering of theirs, and every guilt offering of theirs,
which they shall render to me, shall be most holy for thee
and for thy sons. In the most holy place shalt thou eat it;
every male shall eat it: it shall be holy to thee. And this is
thine ; the heave offering of their gift, for all the wave offerings
of the children of Yisra’el: 1 have given them to thee, and to
thy sons apd to thy daughters with thee, by a statute for
ever: every one that is clean in thy house shall eat of it.
All the best of the oil, and all the best of the wine, and of the
wheat, the first of them which they shall offer to the Lorb,
them have I given thee. The first ripe fruit of all that is in the
land, which they shall bring to the Lorp, shall be thine; every
one that is clean in thy house shall eat of it.

Aﬁ ﬂ&\ Rabbi Reuven Spolter, Young Israel of Oak Park
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Terumah Source 2

DEVARIM / DEUTERONOMY Pt
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And, behold, 1 have given 21

the children of Levi all the tenth in Yisra'el for an inheritance,
for their service which they serve, even the service of the Tent
of Meeting. Neither must the children of Yisra'el henceforth
come near the Tent of Meeting, lest they bear sin, and die.
But the Levites shall do the service of the Tent of Meeting, and
they shall bear their iniquity: it shall be a statute for ever
throughout your generations, that among the children of Yis-
ra’el they have no inheritance. But the tithes of the children
of Yisra'el, which they offer as a gift to the Lorp, 1 have
given to the Levites to inherit: therefore I have said to
them, Among the children of Yisra’el they shall have no in-
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Terumas Ma’aser

BEMIDBAR / NUMBERS

And the Lorp spoke to Moshe, saying, Thus speak to the
Levites, and say to them, When you take of the children of
Yisra’el the tithes which 1 have given you from them for your

inheritance, then you shall offer up from it a gift for the
Lorp, even a tenth part of the tithe. And this your gift shall
be reckoned to you, as though it were the corn of the threshing-
floor, and as the fulness of the winepress. Thus you also shall
offer a gift to the Lorp of all your tithes, which you receive
of the children of Yisra’el; and you shall give of it the Lorp’s
gift to Aharon the priest. Out of all that is given to you, you
shall set aside all that is due as a gift to the Lorp, of all the
best thereof, even the hallowed part of it. Therefore thou shalt
say to them, When you have set aside the best of it, then it
shall be counted to the Levites as the increase of the threshing-
floor, and as the increase of the winepress. And you shall eat
it in every place, you and your households : for it is your reward
for your service in the Tent of Meeting. And you shall bear no
sin by reason of it, when you have set aside from it the best
of it: nor shall you pollute the holy things of the children
of Yisra'el, lest you die.

Thou shalt truly tithe all the increase of thy seed, that the
field brings forth year by year. And thou shalt eat before the
LORD thy GOD, in the place which he shall choose to place
his name there, the tithe of thy corn, of thy wine, and of thy
oil, and the firstlings of thy herds, and of thy flocks; that thou
mayst learn to fear the Lorp thy Gop always. And if the way
be too long for thee, so that thou art not able to carry it; be-
cause the place is too far from thee, which the Lorp thy Gob
shall choose to set his name there, when the Lorp thy Gop has
blessed thee: then shalt thou turn it into money, and bind up
the money in thy hand, and shalt go to the place which the
Lorp thy Gob shall choose: and thou shalt bestow that money
on all that thy heart desires, on oxen, or sheep, or wine, or
strong drink, or whatever thy soul requires: and thou shalt
eat there before the Lorp thy Gob, and thou shalt rejoice, thou,
and thy household, and the Levite who is within thy gates;
thou shalt not forsake him; for he has no part or inheritance
with thee.

Ma’aser Ani
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DEVARIM / DEUTERONOMY
At the end of three years thou shalt bring
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forth in that year, all the tithe of thy produce, and shalt lay it
up within thy gates: and the Levite, (because he has no part
or inheritance with thee,) and the stranger, and the fatherless,
and the widow, who are within thy gates, shall come, and shall
eat and be satisfied; that the LorD thy Gob may bless thee in
all the work of thy hand which thou doest.

A& ﬂ&\ Rabbi Reuven Spolter, Young Israel of Oak Park
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Procedure for Separating Terumos and Md’asros
The following procedure may be used:

1. This document should be posted T2 N7ITA ANINN KIN N XD W'Y DRANR TNRN NI
, iTnho conspicuous |ol<:l<:e-f i ININD D'P7N NYWN TV [XD W'Y NXAND TNX INIXK, 119X
. i i t
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separation must be in front of F;
you (for the ma’aser shaini). AWYNILLFIWENR DAND WY [ITWURY WU FNWUY RN
3. Break or cut off more than one yauna nune v wnint Xin Y7inni finnma w

hundredth of the food and set it ND' "1V WIUN jl-m oxl.'Wadl I wun ‘-”‘?ln‘? TR

aside from the rest (for teruma bt - i3 |
and ferumas ma'aser). IWAINI KN 7721NA XN 'VA7Y KN OX . 1RINT2 1Y TWun

4. Say the following (either in VAT Y wYn 217N TR yaona nonoe v
Hebrew or English): L1 v pn D" groin? iy ma o evn ox”t

1. Translation: (If there is a food of one type that requires separation) Whatever is MORE than one
hundredth of this food shall be teruma on the north side of the piece which | have set aside.* The one
hundredth which is left in the piece | have set aside plus nine other pieces the same size on the north
side of the food™ shall be ma’aser rishon. That same one hundredth in the piece | set aside which |
have made ma’aser shall be terumas ma’aser.*Furthermore, | am proclaiming ma’aser shaini to be in
effect on the south side of the food,* and | am redeeming it and its fifth on a peruta (smallest
amount of money recognized by the Torah for most purposes) of this coin which | have in front of me.
If this food needs ma’aser oni, the ma’aser oni shall take effect on the south side of the food.*If this
food is subject to the laws of nefa revai then it and its fifth shall be redeemed on a peruta of this coin
which | have in front of me.*|If there is a food of more than one type, add each type of food for its
type.

2. Wrap the broken or cut-off piece in plastic and discard.

3. The coin - nickel, dime or quarter - must eventually be disposed of in such a manner that it will not
be used.

4. The food may now be eaten.

If one does not want to say the long version, the following may be said:

All separations and redemptions shall take effect as is specified in this Star-K document
outlining the Procedure for Separating Terumos and Ma’asros, Tithes and Redemptions,
which | have in my possession.

When using this method, only a little over one hundredth of the food will not be permitted to eat; all the
rest may be eaten. Even though the tithes constitute over one fifth of the food, one is permitted to eat
most of the tithes oneself, even though he may not be a Kohen or a Levi. Under no circumstances will it
suffice merely to break off a piece of the food and throw it away. The aforementioned instructions must
be strictly followed. The laws of the tithes apply to everyone, including the Kohen and Levi.

Taken from: http://www.star-k.org/kashrus/kk-medi-terumos.htm

Aﬁ A Rabbi Reuven Spolter, Young Israel of Oak Park




