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The Ten

I. ENGAGEMENT (TENAIM)

1, The term fenaim generally applies to the written agreemeng -

made before a betrothal, which contains all settlements and con~ °
ditions agreed upon either by the parents of the groom and bride,
or by their representatives. The groom and the bride attach their

signatures to this agreement, which is attested to by two witnesses,

It is essential that the groom, the bride, and their representatives,
make a kinyan, the legal formality of symbolical delivery, by letting
the parties concerned hold a kerchief, that they will fulfill whatever
is provided for in the tenaim. :

2. Anengagement may be celebrated, even to be accompanied
by feasting, on the Intermediate Days of a festival (Kitzur Shulhan
Arukh CIV, 17; Mishneh Berurah), and during the days of the
counting of the omer (sefirah days); but dancing is forbidden (Ora;
Hayymm CDXCIII, 1; Beer Heteb a. 1., note 2).

3. From the seventeenth day of Tammuz until the New Moon_
of Ab, an engagement may be celebrated, even to be accompanied
by feasting. From the New Moon of Ab until the ninth of Ab, i
is permissible to celebrate engagements, but it is forbidden to make
a feast; however, it is permissible to partake of preserves and th
like ( Yerushalmi Ketubot 1; Maim. Ishut X, 14; Orah Hayyim DL
2; Magen Abraham).

4. A widow, before the lapse of ninety days from the deag
of her husband, and a divorcee, ninety days from the day of hg
divorce, are forbidden to enter into marriage negotiations. unles§
the proposed husband will take an oath that he will not enter h
house during the prohibited time. The term of ninety days is
clusive of the day when the death occurred and of the day when
divorce was granted (Eben ka-Ezer XIII, 1, gloss; Beth Josepha
note 1).

5. Itis the custom to break an earthen vessel after the read
of the tenaim. An earthen vessel is broken to signify that just ag}
broken earthen vessel can never be repaired, so is a broken engag}

1

ment irreparable. The parties to the fenaim must therefore be
extremely careful not to break the engagement. The Gaon of Vumj‘
writes (Sefer Sha'are Rahamim): “It is preferable to dissolve the 4
bond of marriage by divorce than to break an engagement.”

6. One reason for the custom of breaking a vessel is advanced;
by our Rabbis (Berahot 30b): “It is written (Ps. II, 11): ‘And
rejoice with trembling,” which signifies that where there is rejoicing
there shall be trembling” (Tosafot a. 1., s. v. eite kisse). Anothes
reason is, to make the people mindful of the tragedy of the destruc-
tion of the Temple, as it is written (Ps. CXXXVII, 6): “Let my

tongue cling to the roof of my mouth, if I remember thee not; if
set thee not, Jerusalem, above my chiefest joy."”

(FORM OF TENAIM)
TO GOOD FORTUNE

MAY IT COME UP AND SPROUT FORTH LIKE A

GREEN GARDEN. WHOSO FINDS A WIFE FINDS

A GREAT GOOD, AND OBTAINS FAVOR OF THE
GOOD LORD, WHO RATIFIES THIS UNION.

May He who predestinates, bestow a good namé
and future to the provisions embodied in this agreemen
which were agreed upon by the two parties hereto,
is, as party of the first part, Mr.................... )
who represents the groom Mr.................
as party of the second part, Mr.................
represents the bride Miss.....................

Firstly: That the above named groom agrees
take to himself as wife the above named bride, throug}
hupah and betrothal, in accordance with the Law
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Moses and Israel; that they will neither abstract nor a2

conceal from one another any property whatsoever, but
they shall equally have power over their property, pur-
suant to the established custom.

The above named groom obligates himself to pre-
sent the bride with gifts according to custom.

The above named bride obligates herself to give ag
her dowry the sumof.................. in cash, ands
clothes, pillows and linens, as is the custom.

The wedding will take place, if the Almighty so wills}
it,onthe ............ day of in the year
............ or sooner than such date or later if both-
parties agree thereto.

A fine is to be paid, by the party breaking this agree-
ment, to the other party, in the fixed sumof........
and also in accordance with the law of the land.

All of the foregoing was done with perfect unde
standing and due deliberation, and by means of the mos
effective method, in accordance with the ordinance o
the sages, of blessed memory, and in accordance wi
the law of the land; by means of striking hands, b
solemn promises, by true affirmation, by handing ove
an object (from ene contracting party to another),
take effect immediately; and this is not to be regarde
as a mere forfeiture without consideration, or as a men
formula of a document. We have followed the legs
formality of a kinyan (symbolical delivery), by handinj
over an object, between the groom and the bride ary
their representatives, by using a garment legally fit
the purpose, to validate all that is stated above.

AND EVERYTHING Is VALID AND CONFIRMED

For the further purpose of making this agreemen 1
binding and obligatory, the groom and the bride themd}
selves have attached their signatures hereunto this]

............ dayof ............,intheyear.......}

- (name of town). {
Attested to . ..., (Groom)
Attested to . ..o, (Bride)

In our presence, the undersigned witnesses, did th
above named groom and bride attach their signature
to affirm all that is stated above, and in our preseno
did they go through the legal formality of symbolica
delivery, by handing over an object from one party
the other (kinyan), that this agreement take effect im
mediately; and we have verified and affirmed it as
required by law.

In witness whereof, we have hereunto set our hand

this.......... dayof .......... in the year ...... ‘

- (name of town). ‘
Attestedto .............onann. (Witness)
Attestedto ........... eeveeees. (Witness)
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Taken From Hamadrich: The Rabbi’s Guide by
Rabbi Hyman E. Goldin, printed 1939

Aﬁ ﬂ&\ Rabbi Reuven Spolter, Young Israel of Oak Park
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Yismach Lev (A book about marriage)
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Taken From The RCA Lifecycle Madrich by Rabbi Reuven P. Bulka,
printed 1995

<5 Tenaim —

A

Aﬁ ﬂ&\ Rabbi Reuven Spolter, Young Israel of Oak Park

Agreement to Marry

It is an age-old custom to bind the couple in the
commitment to marriage, via a document called tenaim,
which literally means condtions. This document sets out
the conditions of agreement between the couple as to
some details of the impending marriage.

The prevailing contemporary custom regarding this
tenaim document is that, if it is arranged at all, it is done
Just prior to the wedding.

The document is filled out by the officiating Rabbi as
per below. Just prior to filling in the word v'kanina
(X1mp1), one of the witnesses takes a handkerchief or
other itemm that belongs to him, and gives it to the
guarantors of the agreement on both sides, usually the
fathers, for them to lift, to indicate their agreement with
their respective undertakings as spelled out in the
tenairn. If either hatan or kallah has no father, the
mother can stand in for them.

The witnesses, having carefully watched all this, then
sign the tenaim document. The completed tenaim docu-
ment is then read aloud. A person acceptable to both
sides holds on to the tenaim document till after the
marriage ceremony.
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