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More on Shie
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Rav Hirsch on
the Torah

Aﬁ ﬂ&\ Rabbi Reuven Spolter, Young Israel of Oak Park
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SECTION XXX: FIRM LOVE GROWS IN INTENSITY
WITHIN MARRIED LIFE

Samson Raphael Hirsch on Gen. 24:67:

“He took Rebecca and she became his wife and he loved her’”:
The longer she was his wife, the more his love grew. Jewish
marriage to this day draws on the model of this first Jewish
son’s marriage. Rather than focusing on lust, it is founded
on rational judgment. Parents and relatives consider whether
perspective partners suit one another; hence the longer the
couple know each other, the greater their love.

Most marriages in the non-Jewish world, however, follow
what they call “love.” A mere glimpse at the novels based
on real life will reveal the wide gap between “love” before
marriage and following it, where it loses its appeal — as
against the flights of the imagination!

Such blind “love” spells invariable disappointment. Not
so the Jewish marital bond, thus: “She became his wife and
he loved her.” The wedding is not the climax but the root of
a love which “begins” to flower at this point.
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Women and the Mitzvot Chapter 11

SECTION VI: CHARACTER TESTS AND THEIR LIMITATIONS
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Yevamot 63a:
R. Papa said... “Acquire property in haste. Select a wife
slowly.”25

Rashi:
Wait until you examine her deeds, lest she be malicious and
quarrelsome.
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Talmud, ibid.
Descend a step when you choose a wife, ascend a step when
you choose a friend.26

Rashi:
Do not take a woman more respectable than yourself lest you
be unacceptable to her.

S. R. Hirsch on Gen. 24:14:27

“Let it come to pass that the damsel to whom I shall say,
‘Let down your pitcher, I pray thee, that I may drink,” and
she shall say, ‘Drink, and I will give your camels drink also,’
let the same be she that you have appointed for your servant,
even for Isaac.”

The sign by which Eliezer sought to recognize the woman
destined for Isaac is a test of character to this very day
whereby to identify a truly Jewish woman. The kindness
and love of one’s fellow man reflected in one’s unhesitating

readiness to be helpful, anywhere, was familiar to Eliezer
from Abraham’s home, and it was this which he sought in
the woman who would eventually take over the household.
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Hiddushei Rabbenu Nissim on Hullin 95b:

If someone seeks signs which reasonably reveal something
positive or negative, that is not called nihush,8 divination, this
is a generally accepted procedure.?? Eliezer knew that Isaac
would not be led into an unworthy match. He therefore looked
for a sign. If she excelled in her deeds and moral character, so
that when he requested drink she would graciously respond,
“Drink, and I will let your camels drink also,” then this was
Isaac’s divinely destined bride.
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Ta’anit 4a:

R. Shmuel bar Nahmani said in the name of R. Yonatan,
“Three persons asked improperly...30 Abraham’s servant
Eliezer said, ‘Let it come to pass that the damsel to whom
I shall say...” whereupon even a lame or blind girl3! might
come into question. Yet God responded positively and Re-
becca appeared.”32

SECTION VII: LIFE UNDER ONE ROOF IS
NOT A RELIABLE TEST

Responsa Igrot Moshe, Yoreh De’ah 1,90:

QUESTION: May a young man and woman who wish to
become acquainted for the purpose of marriage rent two
bedrooms in a family’s home?33

ANSWER: If the prospective landlord knows that they are
unmarried, there are grounds for lenience,34 and there seems
nothing wrong in her cooking for him either.

Such is the formal law.35 In actual practice, however, this
is inadvisable, for one should not overdo such examinations.36
If the woman has a pleasing appearance,3” comes of a good
family and is reputed to be religiously observant, the suitor
should rely on this and marry her in the hope that she is
Heavensent. There is no need to test her beforehand, such
tests being worthless as they prove nothing;38 thus, “Conduct
yourself with innocence before the Lord your God” (Deut.
18:13).39
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Questions about Shidduchim

9"y ,w"™W nna v R na e ('m0 'nd) 48
™M AR I Y NWRT2 en Yo omwwnb 49
N7 T 12 33 P10 07 nnn pwhs M w50
O™ PV PR MM YD 61

52

7' uhR 100 Y P01 PnXe nman NN s3

737 () 54

7377 LIRS IPID PRT RDID OV PATWA 23 73N (B) 55
"D T"Y) M2 RN (MWIAWT) DT DA XK 56
wRY YR DM (RwIRN 0wT A"y n"mpTa n'"on 57
WORT PR T DR 7RG MYnpn ann ooy 17apY 58
anh AANN X°VA RPT AN WA ,02WN2 O'AR v 59
7"2% OnRaAw RO M ,anD O"AXY L,aWw MR 60
NWRIT 7R RXD RD AW QTP NN RO 61
797X 2w 7Y RYIAY M XD Ok DAk 700 3'RY 62
ROW IR 1192 ROR 79 0L PRI PRI 000 aWRY 63
IRW M NARY LIV anD o"am LPUoY nyTe 1Ioa 64
DA aww DPR MR JPOT mAwn wh PT? 65
WY 0oy myawa KD WIT RNYTIRY RN MDWR 66
DI IR Pwyn brbp ax nX XUR T RPIT 67

68

X 0 1 PPN PR MR NN 6o

ORI L,IRTWT N2 IORY PTWY NI NOTION PR 70
IR TRYAY 7SR TR WY 71

Py Mammb 1™ U "hwn R N 'R o 1"oa 72
MTH2 P2 A0 AT O"R o"uow A"n Dhw 73
aART awn "M w2 N RND0 ROD RIX TN 74
"N PUAYD DTN ATV ovun 3™Mn R'Yw WAIRT 75
R@IW SR PIDY IR WR RWT TV 0"WINR 76
"I A"mwa aNavw annena nx Y'nn o 77
TN N RIN N°I217 NN N7 DYW3I N2 aan 78
PV =MNEM A= X"mn 1w RS XN 79
AW DR XN N2 DTN AOMINA A9TAN N3 80
,AOIRNI NV LRI P9 nYTe R AR novona 81
AP IR 900 MR PO PUTY a9ap X? PaR 82
WV Ann 7N LY 30°Rw 7 WO oKW o 83
0P IRD v X0 ,7Twn b vt 84
RRWT DOV TRD AR 85

TR ATPEY L, D0TIY 2™ o a9 12 ans n'yY 86
70702 qvnont 902 ooNnRY DNWRY O°p01 0'wn 87
MIEN2 712 % WOXR X KTV DT DAND DIAR L, 88
TP 07TR AWYAT R R PO LT TWOna o0 89
P91 N72 9on nnxn 2w By Sap nwmiab Topn 90
JNMT? o3 TR W WY Vaua XX T ORDY 91
;7T 2T oI 70 TRT LNWY Aapak wIn? w1 NN N7 92
ma3 pa oAb SToaR wUom L,MIRND AYAnIa 1R 93
T 94

Aﬁ ﬂ&\ Rabbi Reuven Spolter, Young Israel of Oak Park

73 12°0 R PR P90 wn MR N
moa? DWIT VAW IROIT PP AR RPTDY 19N
172 10 LITA PIRAT PRI10A KX ORI 0" AT 72107
O3 R X7 IWA P LN 7T P NWRNT P2
PRY WD PaR "I 3N0W DMHAPT MNIXT avn
N7 Y N2WR 1wnnR PR OO Cawa Ypnh mEnn
N @' n''n® YR yanne PR N e
nPYaY NIXNI NPTRTRY MW NRTY R AR WD WK
X7 D197 72133 MY2ARR 2 TW P X PaAR L
INM AL MIND MNXI AN OTHY 2 IR CTW

. OR

RY 1290 7 ¥R Pon R e N

NN XY 7'

MR W XDH DY aWH N RO OX DO XU
NR PTRON MR K'Y A" a7 nrn ' wem
87 990 PRI DA RYOY 17 D7 o v19m ¥MaRa
vAWAY PXT 97 0R w1 9"y ,nanmwn XuY
TMIRT RIS ORTY PAR WWR W NOR W ROHW
2727 MW RO N2 N APt 2w a%a TR
mMva ]RYOY AXTW NRY OXTY AR LANT NND 1T
JTANI QYD R Y77 7297 21720 7N

TUP I R PN PRR nman N w
IBWR WAL W MY POITR WP N AR

Qv TTW INwYY L1790 aRAW WK ,T9RWD 2T Y
5w OR MR YW 1w 007 YN O°RINT XY LI32
SR MR 100w DY R oy R aRon
fa Xt Gy oy ¢ N Py AR Ve ¢ Oy B a ' o B 714
o RO M On 2PWT YaR ,mnhwa orny
OR DV9RW AT O30T OWSIA VAN 10T TNaDY a1
"y P o o T e Y

TTWID MY DD DINRY LWL P NVTY (X)
2y (X" "0 "1 19°0) YR W22 RNRT XD VP AT
D197 MOTWNT NIMR 77N OX2 L,V'WA QW RDORT T
AR MINR2 1D VPR ORT 101 12 MmR menn
MR o100 PR LNOTIWNT OR MIARY WX LTIWH0
,OW 179,101 DOP0192 WD XA a1 XPK 12 1RT
;257 W OR DR 122 1w 9on 19 aX1 'Y wam
..K17 A0DRT

axR WL a2 17 (3Mp Mo ¥UX) o"nnn oInk... ()
TAXR OKR "2 OXR PIWH ,MD° WYl NNRT X L,aennok
o3 ,5"10 WK AT YY 97010 1RT QYR ,INT TR
TR XD AERY ERY Lwhw T 9o 2D
IR XP1T DY ,50P2 RA2 0001 1NRMT 1p0D
MY ORI 0" LY T Y DOWIVI FTMIAR IwYn
n"an anow nHn K W'D T LU0 wann nma iRo

O 00O NOORE WN =

—_
- O

- -
W N

N NN N @ A O A a o
W N 2O © 0o ~NO ;O b

B P IR L W W W W W WWNNNDNDNDNDN




