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r. simeon b. gamaliel said: there 
never were in israel greater days 
of joy than the fifteenth of ab 
and the day of atonement. on 
these days the daughters of 
jerusalem3 used to walk out in 
white garments which they 
borrowed in order not to put to 
shame any one who had none. 
all these garments required 
ritual dipping.4 the daughters of 
jerusalem came out and danced 
in the vineyards exclaiming at 
the same time, young man, lift 
up thine eyes and see what thou 
choosest for thyself. do not set 
thine eyes on beauty but set 
thine eyes on [good] family. 
grace is deceitful, and beauty is 
vain; but a woman that feareth 
the lord, she shall be praised.5 
and it further says,6 give her of 
the fruit of her hands; and let 
her works praise her in the 
gates. 
 
ON THESE DAYS THE 
DAUGHTERS OF 
JERUSALEM etc. Our Rabbis 
have taught: The daughter of the 
king borrows [the garments] 
from the daughter of the High 
Priest, the daughter of the High 
Priest from the daughter of the 
deputy High Priest,9 and the 
daughter of the deputy High 
Priest from the daughter of the 
Anointed for Battle,10 and the 
daughter of the Anointed for 
Battle from the daughter of an 
ordinary priest, and all Israel 
borrow from one another, so as 
not to put to shame any one who may not possess [white garments]. 
 
    ALL THE GARMENTS REQUIRE RITUAL DIPPING: R. Eleazar said: Even though they lay folded in a box.  
    THE DAUGHTERS OF ISRAEL CAME OUT AND DANCED IN THE VINEYARDS. A Tanna taught: 
Whoever was unmarried repaired thither. THOSE OF THEM WHO CAME OF NOBLE FAMILIES EXCLAIMED, 
‘YOUNG MAN etc.’ Our Rabbis have taught: The beautiful amongst them called out, Set your eyes on beauty for the 
quality most to be prized in woman is beauty; those of them who came of noble families called out, Look for [a good] 
family for woman has been created to bring up a family; the ugly ones amongst them called out, Carry off your purchase 
in the name of Heaven, only on one condition that you adorn us with jewels of gold. 
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