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Finding a Shidduekh

r. simeon b. gamaliel said: there
never were in israel greater days
of joy than the fifteenth of ab
and the day of atonement. on
these days the daughters of
jerusalem3 used to walk out in
white garments which they
borrowed in order not to put to
shame any one who had none.
all these garments required
ritual dipping.4 the daughters of
jerusalem came out and danced
in the vineyards exclaiming at
the same time, young man, lift
up thine eyes and see what thou
choosest for thyself. do not set
thine eyes on beauty but set
thine eyes on [good] family.
grace is deceitful, and beauty is
vain; but a woman that feareth
the lord, she shall be praised.5
and it further says,6 give her of
the fruit of her hands; and let
her works praise her in the
gates.

ON THESE DAYS THE
DAUGHTERS OF
JERUSALEM etc. Our Rabbis
have taught: The daughter of the
king borrows [the garments]
from the daughter of the High
Priest, the daughter of the High
Priest from the daughter of the
deputy High Priest,9 and the
daughter of the deputy High
Priest from the daughter of the
Anointed for Battle,10 and the
daughter of the Anointed for
Battle from the daughter of an
ordinary priest, and all Israel
borrow from one another, so as

not to put to shame any one who may not possess [white garments].
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ALL THE GARMENTS REQUIRE RITUAL DIPPING: R. Eleazar said: Even though they lay folded in a box.

THE DAUGHTERS OF ISRAEL CAME OUT AND DANCED IN THE VINEYARDS. A Tanna taught:
Whoever was unmarried repaired thither. THOSE OF THEM WHO CAME OF NOBLE FAMILIES EXCLAIMED,
“YOUNG MAN etc.” Our Rabbis have taught: The beautiful amongst them called out, Set your eyes on beauty for the
quality most to be prized in woman is beauty; those of them who came of noble families called out, Look for [a good]
family for woman has been created to bring up a family; the ugly ones amongst them called out, Carry off your purchase
in the name of Heaven, only on one condition that you adorn us with jewels of gold.
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Chapter Eleven
CHOOSING ONE’S PARTNER

FROM THE RABBINIC TEXTS
SECTIONI: GOD SENDS A MAN HIS WIFE
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Moed Katan 18b:!

Rav said in the name of R. Reuven b. Itztrubili: The Torah,
Prophets and Writings inform us that God sends a man his
wife.2 The Torah thus: “Then Laban and Bethuel answered
and said, ‘The thing proceeds from the Lord’” (Gen. 24:50).3

The Prophets thus: “His father and his mother knew not
that it was of the Lord” (Judg. 14:4).4

The Writings thus: “Houses and riches are the inheritance
of fathers, but a prudent wife is from the Lord” (Prov. 19:14).5
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Jerusalem Talmud, Kiddushin 3:12

R. Yuda bar Pazi said, “Even a male mamzer at one end of
the earth and a female mamzer at the other, God will bring
together and match up.”

SECTION II: SOMETIMES AN EFFORT IS REQUIRED
AND SOMETIMES NOT
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Bereshit Rabbah 68:3

Sometimes a person goes after his match and sometimes it
comes to him.6 In Isaac’s case his match came to him: “Isaac
went out to meditate in the field at the eventide, and he lifted
his eyes and saw, and behold there were camels coming”
(Gen. 24:63). Jacob went after his match thus: “Jacob went
out from Beersheva and went toward Haran (Gen. 28:10).

SECTION III: MATCH MAKING INVOLVES AS MUCH FOR
GOD AS THE DIVISION OF THE RED SEA
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Beresehit Rabba 68:47
A noble woman® asked R. Yosef b. Halafta: “In how many
days did God create His world?” He responded, “In six
days.” She then asked, “And ever since what does he do?”
He answered, “God sits and makes matches: A’s daughter to
B, C’s widow to D, E’s property to F.”?
She then asked, “Is that all He does?”’ I can do the same.
I own many slaves and can match them up in a short time.”
He answered, “As easy as it may seem to you, it takes
God as much as the division of the Red Sea.”10

She took a thousand male and a thousand female servants,
stood them in two lines and said, “*A’ shall wed ‘B’ and ‘C’
shall wed ‘D’, etc.” and matched them all up in one night.

‘When on the next day they came to her, one had a bruised
head, another had lost an eye and another had broken a
leg. She asked them, “What happened to you?” The women
replied that they did not want such husbands and the men
replied that they did not want such wives.

She immediately sent for R. Yossi and said to him,
“There is none like your God. Your Torah is true, great and
praiseworthy. Your comments are sensible.” He replied, “It
is as I said: as easy as it may seem to you, it takes God as
much as the division of the Red Sea.”

What does God do to them? He matches them by force,
against all logic.!! Thus, “God makes the solitary to dwell
in a house. He frees prisoners with fetters” (be’koshrot] (Ps.
68:7).12

What is be-koshrot? Bekhi and shirot [weeping and song].
Whoever wishes, sings praise. Otherwise, he weeps.!3

SECTION IV: ACCORDING TO FATE OR WHAT ONE
DESERVES?
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Sotah 2a:

When [the Amora] Resh Lakish would commence the study
of Mishnah Sotah, he would say,!4 “Matches made in Heavern
are entirely in accordance with what one deserves, as it says,
‘For the rod of wickedness shall not rest upon the lot of the
righteous’” (Ps. 125:2)

Rabbah bar bar Hannah said in the name of Rabbi
Yohanan, “Matches are as hard to effect as the division
of the Red Sea, as it says, ‘God makes the solitary to dwel]
in a house. He brings out the prisoners into prosperity [be-
koshrot]’” (ibid. 68:7).

But is this really true?!> Did not R. Yehudah say in the
name of Rav, “Forty days before the foetus is formed,!6 a

Heavenly voice proclaims ‘The daughter of ‘A’ to ‘B’, the
house of ‘C’ to ‘D’, the field of ‘E’ to ‘F’?’17

There is no contradiction; the former refers to one’s firs
marriage, the latter to one’s second.

Rashi
One’s first marriage is based on fate,!8 one’s second on what
one deserves,!9 and that is a difficult match because the

woman is not this man’s destined mate.

SECTION V:  CAN FATE BE ALTERED?
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Jerusalem Talmud, Ta’anit 4:6:20

Shmuel said, “Even on the Ninth of Av one may betroth a
woman, lest another man precede him.” Has Shmuel’s opinion
changed??! Elsewhere he said, “Laid in balance before ascent,
light as air they are together (Ps. 62:10): Even while they are
as thin as air in their mother’s womb, they are already paired.”
How then could he state otherwise? Rather, he meant, ‘“Lest
another man precede him through prayer.”?2 And even so the
latter’s marriage will not endure.23

Rabbenu Nissim (Ran) on Rif, Moed Kattan 1196:
Although a man is fated from Heaven to marry a certain
woman, if another man prays for her fervently, God may
listen to him. Even so, the original decree will ultimately be
fulfilled. The man who prayed will divorce her or soon die,
and her intended partner will then marry her.24
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SECTION VI: CHARACTER TESTS AND THEIR LIMITATIONS
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Yevamot 63a:
R. Papa said... “Acquire property in haste. Select a wife
slowly.”2

Rashi:
Wait until you examine her deeds, lest she be malicious and
quarrelsome.
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Talmud, ibid.
Descend a step when you choose a wife, ascend a step when
you choose a friend.26

Rashi:
Do not take a woman more respectable than yourself lest you
be unacceptable to her.

S. R. Hirsch on Gen. 24:14:27

“Let it come to pass that the damsel to whom I shall say,
‘Let down your pitcher, I pray thee, that I may drink,” and
she shall say, ‘Drink, and I will give your camels drink also,’
let the same be she that you have appointed for your servant,
even for Isaac.”

The sign by which Eliezer sought to recognize the woman
destined for Isaac is a test of character to this very day
whereby to identify a truly Jewish woman. The kindness
and love of one’s fellow man reflected in one’s unhesitating
readiness to be helpful, anywhere, was familiar to Eliezer
from Abraham’s home, and it was this which he sought in
the woman who would eventually take over the household.

Hiddushei Rabbenu Nissim on Hullin 95b:

If someone seeks signs which reasonably reveal something
positive or negative, that is not called nihush,28 divination, this
is a generally accepted procedure.?? Eliezer knew that Isaac
would not be led into an unworthy match. He therefore looked
for a sign. If she excelled in her deeds and moral character, so
that when he requested drink she would graciously respond,
“Drink, and I will let your camels drink also,” then this was
Isaac’s divinely destined bride.
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Ta’anit 4a:

R. Shmuel bar Nahmani said in the name of R. Yonatan,
“Three persons asked improperly...30 Abraham’s servant
Eliezer said, ‘Let it come to pass that the damsel to whom
I shall say...” whereupon even a lame or blind girl3! might
come into question. Yet God responded positively and Re-
becca appeared.”3?

SECTION VII: LIFE UNDER ONE ROOF IS
NOT A RELIABLE TEST

Responsa Igrot Moshe, Yoreh De’ah 1,90:

QUESTION: May a young man and woman who wish to
become acquainted for the purpose of marriage rent two
bedrooms in a family’s home?33

ANSWER: If the prospective landlord knows that they are
unmarried, there are grounds for lenience,34 and there seems
nothing wrong in her cooking for him either.

Such is the formal law.35 In actual practice, however, this
is inadvisable, for one should not overdo such examinations.36
If the woman has a pleasing appearance,’” comes of a good
family and is reputed to be religiously observant, the suitor
should rely on this and marry her in the hope that she is
Heavensent. There is no need to test her beforehand, such
tests being worthless as they prove nothing;38 thus, “Conduct
yourself with innocence before the Lord your God” (Deut.
18:13).39
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