From Womb to Tomb Class 1

Judaism and Humean Sexuality
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From Womb to Tomb
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Igeret ha-Kodesh, ch. 2: It should be noted that marital
intercourse can occur in one of two ways. The first way
is proper,” and let no one think there is anything unseemly
or disreputable about it. Indeed such intercourse is called
“knowledge,”® as in “Elkanah knew Hannah his wife” (I
Sam. 1:19), and not without reason. When the seed is drawn
forth in holiness and purity, it comes from the source of
knowledge and understanding, which is the brain.” Were it
not for the sacred dimension of this act, it would not have
been called “knowledge.”10

Rambam was wrong in Moreh ha-Nevukhim, when he
praised Aristotle for defining the sense of touch as shameful

to us.!! Heaven forbid! The Greek’s!2 statement was untrue,
containing a veiled trace of unbelief.!3 Had the Greek Aher!#
believed that the world was created as an act of (Divine)
will,!15 he would not have spoken the way he did.

We, however, who possess the holy Torah, believe that
God created everything as His wisdom decreed and that
nothing He created was shameful or unseemly. If we say
intercourse is shameful, then the reproductive organs are
shameful t00.16 Yet God “made them and established them”
(Deut. 32:6), and He did not create anything with a blemish
or shortcoming. Otherwise His actions would be less than
perfect, whereas the greatest of Prophets (Moses) declared,
“The Rock, His work is perfect” (ibid. 32:4)...

Indeed, God, in Whose pure outlook evil has no room,
corruption and shame are likewise absent. He created man
and woman, and He created all their limbs and prepared them
to suit their function.!? This is clearly evident in Gen. 2:25
thus: “Both were naked, Adam and his wife; they were not
ashamed.

All this happened before they sinned, when they were
preoccupied with spiritual matters and all their intentions
 were pure. They viewed their reproductive organs as not
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different from eyes, hands or any other limb.!8

When, however, they turned to physical pleasures without
pure intent, “They knew that they were naked” (Gen. 3:7).19
Just as hands writing a Torah scroll are honorable, exalted and

praiseworthy, and hands doing a despicable act are shameful,
so were Adam and Eve’s reproductive organs before and after
they sinned..

Thus, all God’s works are just, pure and clean, whereas
that which is objectionable stems from human action. Thus
King Solomon said, “God made man upright, but they have
sought out many inventions” (Eccles. 7:29). Accordingly, as
created, there is nothing corrupt or indecent about any of the
human limbs. All were created perfectly, as required, with
Supreme wisdom. Man, however, being a sinner, renders
unworthy that which had been unobjectionable to begin with.

In mystical terms, the “knowledge” I refer to results when
man, whose symbol is wisdom,20 and woman, whose symbol
is understanding,?! unite in purity.22 Thus, union in marriage
is an exalted act when performed in the proper context...

Indeed, legitimate marital union re-enacts the mystery of
the creation of Heaven and Earth.23 Thus, “The saying of the
Lord, Who stretched forth the heavens, laid the foundation
of the earth and formed the spirit of man within him” (Zech.

12:1). This is the mystlcal 51gn1ﬁcance of God’s declaration,
“Let us make man in our image and likeness” (Gen. 1:26);
it reveals the Divine partnership in human reproduction,
whereby our physical constitution proceeds from the parents
but God implants the soul...

Having outlined the primary kind of marital union, I shall
now refer to the second kind, which is its opposite. When
a man’s intentions are impure, his resultant seed is a putrid
drop, wherein God has no part, and he is considered to have
“corrupted his way on earth” (Gen. 6:12).24 This is meant by
“Be holy unto Me for I am holy” (Lev. 20:26).25




