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14. ‘DUDA’IM.’ These are ‘sigli’ (violets). In Arabic it is called
jasmin. So I found in Rashi’s commentary. But this is not so for
the Arabic jasmin bears the same name in the words of our Rabbis,
as they say in the chapter Bameh Tomnin:'1%2 “Poppy pomace
flavored with jasmin may be used [as a lotion on the Sabbath},”
while they say sigli is an odorous herb concerning which they have
said 1% that on smelling it, one recites the blessing: “Blessed art
Thou... who createst odorous plants.” However, their season is not
in the days of the wheat, but perhaps Reuben found them there
by chance. It is best to accept Onkelos’ opinion concerning the
translation  of duda’*m, which he rendered as yavruchin
(mandrakes). In Bereshith Rabbah!!4 it is also explained similarly:
“Rabbi Chiya the son of Rabbi Abba said, ‘Yavruchin,’” and these
are yavruach in Arabic.

Now Rabbi Abraham ibn Ezra wrote: “‘Onkelos translated
duda’’m as ‘mandrakes,’ and so they are called in Arabic. They
have a good odor. And it is so written: The mandrakes give forth
fragrance.’'® They resemble the human form as they have the
shape of the human head and hands. Now some say that they are
an aid to pregnancy, but I do not know it since their effect is to
produce the cold fluid in the body.” These are Ibn Ezra’s words.

The correct interpretation is that Rachel wanted the duda’im for
delight and pleasure, for Rachel was visited with children through
prayer, not by medicinal methods. And Reuben brought the
branches of duda’im or the fruit, which resemble apples and have a
good odor. The stem, however, which is shaped in the form of the
human head and hands, he did not bring, and it is the stem which
people say is an aid to pregnancy. And if the matter be true, it is

by some peculiar effect, not by its natural quality. But I have not
seen it thus in any of the medicinal books discussing mandrakes.

15. IS IT A SMALL MATTER THAT THOU HAST TAKEN
AWAY MY HUSBAND? The intent thereof is as follows: “Is it a
small matter that you take my husband unto yourself as if you are
his wife and I am the handmaid? Will you now also make yourself
the mistress to take the mandrakes in whose odor I delight?”

It is possible that Rachel wanted the mandrakes in honor of
Jacob to perfume his couch. Leah had done in the customary way
of women, just as it is written, I have perfumed my bed with
myrrh, aloes and cinnamon.'1® Therefore, Leah said, Is it a small
matter that thou hast taken away my husband from me that you
now also take my son’s mandrakes to win him over with them?

And some scholars say!!7 that duda’m are herbs, which act as
a male aphrodisiac, the word being derived from the expression,
the time of ‘dodim’ (love).!'® Therefore Leah said, Is it a small
matter that thou hast taken away my husband? as 1 have
mentioned.
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