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The Orgins i the Arab-israeli Conilict
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16 Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no children. She had an Egyp-

tian maidservant whose name was Hagar. 2And Sarai said to Abram,
“Look, the LORD has kept me from bearing. Consort with my maid;
perhaps I shall have a son? through her.” And Abram heeded Sarai’s
request. 3So Sarai, Abram’s wife, took her maid, Hagar the Egyptian—
after Abram had dwelt in the land of Canaan ten years—and gave her to
her husband Abram as concubine. *He cohabited with Hagar and she
conceived; and when she saw that she had conceived, her mistress was
lowered in her esteem. 5And Sarai said to Abram, “The wrong done me
is your fault! I myself put my maid in your bosom; now that she sees that
she is pregnant, I am lowered in her esteem. The LORD decide between
you and me!” 6Abram said to Sarai, “Your maid is in your hands. Deal
with her as you think right.” Then Sarai treated her harshly, and she ran
away from her.

Questions, anyone?
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OLD ASSYRIAN MARRIAGE CONTRACT
19th Century B.C.

Laqipum has married Hatala, daughter of En-
ishru. In the country (i.e., Central
Anatolia) Laqipum may not marry another
woman---but in the city (i.e., Ashur)
he may marry a hierodule. If within years
Hatala does not provide him with
offspring, she herself will purchase a slave-
woman, and later on, after she
will have produced a child by him, he may then
dispose of her by sale
wheresoever he pleases. Should Laqipum choose
to divorce her, he must pay her
five minas of silver; and should Hatala choose to
divorce him, she must pay
him five minas of silver.

Witnesses: Masa, Ashurishtikal, Talia, Shupi-
anika.
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6. AND SARAI DEALT HARSHLY WITH HER, AND SHE FLED
FROM BEFORE HER FACE. Our mother did transgress by this
affliction, and Abraham also by his permitting her to do so. And so,
G-d heard her [Hagar’s] affliction and gave her a son who would be a
wild-ass of a man, 3% to afflict the seed of Abraham and Sarah with

all kinds of affliction.
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