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The methodological approach to studying midrash employed in this study session as well as all 
translations and headings are taken from Simi Peters’s Learning to Read Midrash, Urim Publica-
tions, 2004. 

Three Approaches to Agada, as related in Rambam’s Introduction to Perek 

Chelek: 

1. Literal (Attitude to Chazal = reverence) 

2. Literal (Attitude to Chazal = primitive storytellers) 

3. Figurative and Literal 

Problems in Understanding the Narrative Expansion: 

1. The Problem of Factuality 

2. The Relationship Between the Midrashic Story and the Biblical Text 

3. The Sources of Midrashic Stories 

Types of Narrative Expansions: 

1. Gaps 

2. Discrepancies and Inconsistencies 

3. Interpreting Biblical Dialogue 

4. Explaining the Meanings of Words 

5. “Rewriting” the Biblical Story 

6. Apparent Contradiction 

7. Narrative Expansions That Enrich the Biblical Text 
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Genesis Rabba 38:13 
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Please outline the midrash, using the translation on page 2 as a worksheet. 
Then, if you like, you may list the elements of the midrash here. (Note that 
there are 4 dialogues presented in the midrash) 

The Use of Structure as an Interpretive Tool 

Linguistic Ambiguity Reflecting Cognitive Dissonance 

The First Dialogue: Avraham and the Customers 

Translation of word עובד in Hebrew context of beginning of midrash: 
 
 
Translation of word עובד in Aramaic context of rest of midrash: 

The Second Dialogue: Avraham and the Woman 
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The Third Dialogue: Avraham and Terach 

The Fourth Dialogue: Avraham and Nimrod 

Charan’s Internal Dialogue 

The Reaction of the On-Lookers 

Charan’s Death 
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 בראשית רבא


