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All charts and tables are taken from Lawrence H. Schiffman’s From Text to Tradition: A History of 
Second Temple and Rabbinic Judaism, Ktav Publishing House, 1991. 
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 בראשית רבא

Methodological Approach to Studying Midrash: 

1. Structure of Midrash 

2. Mashal as Story 

3. Isolating the Elements 

4. Matching the Elements 

5. Drawing Conclusions 

6. Reading the Midrashic Commentary Back into the Text 

The methodological approach to studying midrash employed in this study session are taken from 
Simi Peters’s Learning to Read Midrash, Urim Publications, 2004. 
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Please divide up the midrash into the following sections: (indicate by line#) 
 
(1) the דיבור המתחיל (opening quote) 
 
(2) the פתיחה (a verse cited as an introduction to the midrash) 
 
(3) the mashal 
 
(4) the nimshal 
 
(5) the the concluding verse from תהילים (Psalms) with commentary 

1. Structure of Midrash 

2. Mashal as Story 

4. Matching the Elements 3. Isolating the Elements 

Questions: 

1.   

2.   

3.   

4.   

5.   

6.   

7.   

8.   

9.  

and 
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5. Drawing Conclusions 

6. Reading the Midrashic Commentary Back into the Text 

 


