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Chava - A Tragic Hero
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16. ‘T’SHUKATHECH’ (AND THY DESIRE) SHALL BE TO
THY HUSBAND, meaning for cohabitation. Yet you will not have
the boldness to demand it by word, rather he shall rule over thee. It
will all be from him and not from you. Thus are the words of Rashi.
But this is not correct, for modesty is praiseworthy in a woman, just
as the Rabbis have said: 396 “This is a good quality in women.”

Rabbi Abraham ibn Ezra said: “And thy desire shall be to thy

’”

husband, meaning your obedience.” This means you will obey
whatever he commands you for you are under his authority to do his
desire. However, I have found the expression t’shukah used only in

connection with desire and lust.

The correct interpretation appears to me to be that He punished
her that her desire for her husband be exceedingly great and that she
should not be deterred by the pain of pregnancy and birth or that he
keeps her as a maid-servant. Now it is not customary for a servant to
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desire to acquire a master over himself, rather his desire is to flee 189
from him. Thus her punishment is measure for measure; she gave
[the fruit of the tree of knowledge] also to her husband and he ate
at her command, and He punished her that she should no longer
command him, but instead he should command her entirely at his

will.
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PN LR X, )W, market, P thigh, PP, a strong mass-move-
ment of locusts or horses, the basic conception accordingly, to move oneself
powerfully towards one direction, hence mwn, the direction of feelings
and the other efforts towards one goal, striving towards, longing. It is in

19

IR A the nature of woman to feel that she can only really live a full life in union
with a husband, and yet it is only adding a fresh renunciation: 72 %w»* xum!
w7 HRDA The altered condition of the earth towards Man, that henceforth it will

only yield him his bread by his hard labour, already makes Woman more
dependent on Man, the actual breadwinner, and so endangers the original
equality. Thus it develops in general, where the ™n does not bring the
recovery and peace in all this, and establishes Man and Woman again in
an equal God-serving calling of being priests to God, and again makes the
wife “the crown of her husband”, and to the “invaluable pearl” of his life
(Prov. XII 4, XXXI,10).
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