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ד“בס  

Our Rabbis taught: Whence do we learn in the Scripture that we are to say [the blessing of] the Patriarchs? Because it 
says, “Ascribe unto the Lord, O ye sons of might.” And whence do we learn that we say the blessing of mightiness? 
Because it says, “Ascribe unto the Lord glory and strength.” And whence that we say sanctifications? Because it says, 
“Ascribe unto the Lord the glory of His Name, worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.” 

For when the Torah was given to Israel the sound thereof travelled from one end of the earth to the other, and all the 
heathen kings were seized with trembling in their palaces, and they uttered song [of reverence to God], as it is said, 
“And in His place all say: ‘Glory’” (Ps. 29). They all assembled by the wicked Balaam and asked him: What is this 
tumultuous noise that we have heard: perhaps a flood is coming upon the world, for it says, The Lord sat enthroned at 
the flood? — The Lord sitteth as King for ever, he replied: the Holy One, blessed be He, has already sworn that He 
will not bring [another] flood upon the world [for He could only be a King (over His creatures) for ever as long as 
mankind existed. Hence He could not destroy them]. Perhaps, they ventured, He will not bring a flood of water, yet He 
will bring a flood of fire, as it is said, “For by fire will the Lord contend?”(Is. 66) He has already sworn that He will 
not destroy all flesh, he assured them. Then what is the sound of this tumult that we have heard? He has a precious 
treasure in His storehouse, which was hidden by Him nine hundred and seventy-four generations before the world was 
created, and He has desired to give it to His children, as it is said, “The Lord will give strength unto His people.” (Ps. 
29) Forthwith they all exclaimed, “The Lord will bless His people with peace.” (Ps. 29) 

9 BT Zvachim 116a 

RABBAN GAMALIEL SAYS: EVERY DAY A MAN SHOULD SAY THE EIGHTEEN BENEDICTIONS.To what 
do these eighteen benedictions correspond? R. Hillel the son of Samuel b. Nahmani said: To the eighteen times that 
David mentioned the Divine Name in the Psalm, Ascribe unto the Lord, O ye sons of might.15 R. Joseph said: To the 
eighteen times the Divine Name is mentioned in the Shema’. R. Tanhum said in the name of R. Joshua b. Levi: To the 
eighteen vertebrae in the spinal column.These eighteen are really nineteen? — R. Levi said: The benediction relating to 
the Minim18 was instituted in Jabneh.19 To what was it meant to correspond? — R. Levi said: On the view of R. Hillel 
the son of R. Samuel b. Nahmani,20 to The God of Glory thundereth;21 on the view of R. Joseph, to the word ‘One’22 
in the Shema’; on the view of R. Tanhum quoting R. Joshua b. Levi, to the little vertebrae in the spinal column. 

2 BT Brachot 28b 

Said R. Abbahu in the name of R. Johanan: When God gave the Torah no bird twittered, no fowl flew, no ox lowed, 
none of the Ophanim stirred a wing, the Seraphim did not say ‘Holy, Holy’, the sea did not roar, the creatures spoke 
not, the whole world was hushed into breathless silence and the voice went forth: I AM THE LORD THY GOD. 

10 Shmot Rabbah 29:9 
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