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בס“ד
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Men of piety and good deeds used to dance before them with lighted
torches in their hands, and sing songs and praises. And Levites without
number with harps, lyres, cymbals and trumpets and other musical instruments were there upon the fifteen steps leading down from the Court of
the Israelites to the Court of the Women, corresponding to the fifteen
Songs of the Ascents in the Psalms. It was upon these that the Levites
stood with their instruments of music and sang their songs. Two priests
stood by the Upper Gate which leads down from the court of the Israelites
to the Court of the Women, with two trumpets in their hands. When the
cock crowed they sounded a Tekiah , a Teruah and again a Tekiah. When
they reached the tenth step they sounded a Tekiah, a Teruah, and again a
Tekiah. When they reached the Court they sounded a Tekiah a Teruah and
again a Tekiah. And when they reached the ground they sounded a
Tekiah, a Teruah, and again a Tekiah. They proceeded, sounding their
trumpets, until they reached the Gate which leads out to the east. When
they reached the Gate which leads out to the east, they turned their faces
from east to west and proclaimed, ‘our fathers who were in this place
[stood] with their backs toward the Temple of the Lord, and their faces
toward the east, and they worshipped the sun toward the east. But as for
us, our eyes are turned toward the Lord.’ . . .

FIFTEEN STEPS. R. Hisda said to a certain Rabbi who
was arranging his Aggadas before him,32 ‘Have you
heard in correspondence to what David composed his
fifteen Songs of Ascent?’33 — ‘Thus’, the other replied, ‘said R. Johanan: When David dug the Pits34 the
Deep rose up and threatened to submerge the world,
and David thereupon uttered the fifteen Songs of Ascent and caused its waves to subside’. But if so, [asked
R. Hisda,] ought it not to be Songs of Descent, instead
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of Ascent? — ‘Since you have reminded me’, the other replied ‘[I may say that] it
was stated thus: When David dug the Pits, the Deep arose and threatened to submerge the world. "Is there anyone", David enquired, "who knows whether it is
permitted to inscribe the [Ineffable] Name upon a sherd, and cast it into the Deep
that its waves should subside?" There was none who answered a word. Said
David, "Whoever knows the answer and does not speak, may he be suffocated".
Whereupon Ahitophel1 adduced an a fortiori argument to himself: "If, for the purpose of establishing harmony between man and wife, the Torah said, Let My name
that was written in sanctity2 be blotted out by the water,3 how much more so may
it be done in order to establish peace in the world!" He, therefore, said to him, "It
is permitted!" [David] thereupon inscribed the [Ineffable] Name upon a sherd, cast
it into the Deep and it subsided sixteen thousand cubits. When he saw that it had subsided to such a great extent, he
said, "The nearer it is to the earth, the better the earth can be kept watered" and he uttered the fifteen Songs of Ascent
and the Deep reascended fifteen thousand cubits and remained one thousand cubits [below the surface]’
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Radak on Psalms 120:1

4

Ezra Chap. 7
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Ibn Ezra on Psalms 120:1
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