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Un, up, and away!
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Men of piety and good deeds used to dance before them with lighted ﬂfﬁ‘?}’?;:_ﬂ ﬂ"??é?* amaea Eﬂ’?‘.‘j\:
torches in their hands, and sing songs and praises. And Levites without Hp_ ,50R N"): il 7‘?;:_n Pinyiyna
number with harps, lyres, cymbals and trumpets and other musical instru- TN Lo o
ments were there upon the fifteen steps leading down from the Court of =R unho) nﬁgrg ey v
the Israelites to the Court of the Women, corresponding to the fifteen 'ﬂ?lz ;'N;DYJH 732 ,U’@g ﬂ'lW‘? ‘78'1%”
Songs of the Ascents in the Psalms.. It was upon these that the Levites cmb Tﬂ"?g@’ ,U’bﬂ nawy m”?@ﬂ o
stood with their instruments of music and sang their songs. Two priests S SRSk L i
stood by the Upper Gate which leads down from the court of the Israelites mmn .ﬂj’@ ﬂ"!p\'&l "y ’55: ]"!?;1'9
to the Court of the Women, with two trumpets in their hands. When the s 4% » - ¢ 0]
cock crowed they sounded a Tekiah , a Teruah and again a Tekiah. When mwn e .:T”'?l,’.t.‘ W o ’JW
they reached the tenth step they sounded a Tekiah, a Teruah, and again a magen o =il*p| !‘1'\?9‘7 Lmﬁ,w’
Tekiah. When they reached the Court they sounded a Tekiah a Teruah and SPM TN WM 38T 8P 1T
again a Tekiah. And when they reached the ground they sounded a I T T
Tekiah, a Teruah, and again a Tekiah. They proceeded, sounding their wam weh ey ﬂ?lﬂ;"} W
trumpets, until they reached the Gate which leads out to the east. When iRy ,njm‘? wa ppm
they reached the Gate which leads out to the east, they turned their faces R R o
from east to west and proclaimed, ‘our fathers who were in this place Ry T, I’Jiﬂﬂ! RO
[stood] with their backs toward the Temple of the Lord, and their faces Nyt '113(&"7 wan .nqu Ny¥i1 'R?W‘?
toward the east, and they worshipped the sun toward the east. But as for BN ,:-Bml, me 1997 ,mmS
us, our eyes are turned toward the Lord.” . .. P N i T

Sukkah Chap. 5 Mishnah 4
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FIFTEEN STEPS. R. Hisda said to a certain Rabbi who BT Sukkah 53a-b L O
was arranging his Aggadas before him,32 ‘Have you MLk
heard in correspondence to what David composed his MoK bYE TRy e

fifteen Songs of Ascent?’33 — ‘Thus’, the other re- o -Is pran TP RATIR TTOED T P NS NTDM 30
plied, ‘said R. Johanan: When David dug the Pits34 the a2 3 137 DR oR bt v DN W T30 AOPD TRy een
Deep rose up and threatened to submerge the world, pon TN or Neby Rowend W ROMN REP PR T DR
and David thereupon uttered the fifteen Songs of As- TR 7O PID MITW MOPD TP YO0 DT W PN mops ey

NP PR M 0w mpea* aenm o (8ebw) o Sw

cent :":md caused 1Fs waves to subside’. But if 50, [asked B0 SPonb v R T NI B T BN RAYY NEERSD NV NSVIR
R. Hisda,] ought it not to be Songs of Descent, instead XTI NS NI RESVINS TR NEOT

of Ascent? — ‘Since you have reminded me’, the other replied ‘[I may say that] it ) o g 5 TR T
LAY YD VSN K3 BTV PIT TN

was stated thus: When David dug the Pits, the Deep arose and threatened to sub- N TERS BK P2 ey e
merge the world. "Is there anyone", David enquired, "who knows whether it is O Sp s (TIPS AND e TN
permitted to inscribe the [Ineffable] Name upon a sherd, and cast it into the Deep  pyn e Sy Y10 5w 955 o nfeyd
that its waves should subside?" There was none who answered a word. Said 2N NEONR D2 SNO TR T N I
David, "Whoever knows the answer and does not speak, may he be suffocated". e 0o 0N KON N KeTnb

Whereupon Ahitophell adduced an a fortiori argument to himself: "If, for the pur- ’bg YT EsD TR K3W AV N
pose of establishing harmony between man and wife, the Torah said, Let My name g;’g? -r'l’br:& %@N% ":"EP;:
that was written in sanctity2 be blotted out by the water,3 how much more so may by NJINT NOEC 7% $OT N T3
it be done in order to establish peace in the world!" He, therefore, said to him, "It v pan® M0 737 371 M

is permitted!" [David] thereupon inscribed the [Ineffable] Name upon a sherd, cast $FReT NSO KU XPRD 371N

it into the Deep and it subsided sixteen thousand cubits. When he saw that it had subsided to such a great extent, he
said, "The nearer it is to the earth, the better the earth can be kept watered" and he uttered the fifteen Songs of Ascent
and the Deep reascended fifteen thousand cubits and remained one thousand cubits [below the surface]’
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Radak on Psalms 120
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Ibn Ezra on Psalms 120:1
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A song of ascents.

When the LORD restores the fortunes of Zion
—awe see it as in a dream2—
2our mouths shall be filled with laughter,
our tongues, with songs of joy.
Then shall they say among the nations,
“The LORD has done great things for them
3The LORD will do great things for us
and we shall rejoice.

4Restore our fortunes, O LORD,
like watercourses in the Negeb.
5They who sow in tears
shall reap with songs of joy.
SThough he goes along weeping,
carrying the seed-bag,
he shall come back with songs of joy,
carrying his sheaves.
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Aliyah: Live the dream

Ezra Chap. 7 T XY
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("Some of the Israclites, the priests and Levites, the singers, the gate-

keepers, and the temple servants set out for Jerusalem in the seventh year

of King Artaxerxes, 8arriving in Jerusalem in the fifth month in the seventh

year of the king.) 9On the first day of the first month the journey up from

Babylon was started, and on the first day of the fifth month he arrived in

Jerusalem, thanks to the benevolent care of his God for him. 19For Ezra

had dedicated himself to study the Teaching of the LORD so as to observe
it, and to teach laws and rules to Israel.
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v> song of ascents.

When the LORD restores the fortunes of Zion
—a-we see it as in a dream2—
2our mouths shall be filled with laughter,
our tongues, with songs of joy.
Then shall they say among the nations,
“The LORD has done great things for them!”
3The LorD will do great things for us
and we shall rejoice.

4Restore our fortunes, O LORD,
like watercourses in the Negeb.
5They who sow in tears
shall reap with songs of joy.
6Though he goes along weeping,
carrying the seed-bag,
he shall come back with songs of joy,
carrying his sheaves.
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