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The main classes of activity [melakhah] are forty less one:

shearing the wool,
bleaching it, beating it, dyeing it, spinning, stretching the warp on
the loom, making two loops, weaving two threads, separating two
threads; tying a knot, untying a knot, sewing two stitches; tearing in

order to sew two stitches;

10. A person who tears [a length of a garment] sufficient to tie two
stitches3s for the sake of tying two stitches is liable.36 In contrast, one
who tears with the intent to ruin is not liable, for [his activity] is
destructive in nature.3’

A person who tears in a fit of rage or [one who rends his garments]
for the sake of a deceased person for whom he is required to rend his
garments3? is liable, for by doing so he settles his mind and calms his
natural inclination. Since his anger is soothed through this act, it is
considered to be constructive in nature and he is liable.3

A person who makes an opening for a neck [in a garment] on the
Sabbath is liable.%

11. A person who attaches paper or hides together with scribe’s glue
and the like is liable for performing a derivative of the forbidden labor
of sewing.4!

Conversely, a person who separates papers or hides that are stuck
together is liable for performing a derivative of the forbidden labor of
tearing# if his intent is not merely destructive.
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