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Question: May a safety pin be used on Shabbos and Yom Tov?

Discussion: This issue is widely debated by the poskim. A minority opinion maintains that using a safety pin [or a straight pin] to
connect fragments of a torn garment, to pin up a loose hem or to fasten a shank button to a garment, should be avoided on
Shabbos and Yom Tov. In their opinion, pinning is included in the Shabbos Labor of Sewing, since the safety pin binds two [or
more] previously disconnected or torn parts of a garment, just as Sewing does.*

But the vast majority of the poskim disagree and maintain that it is permitted to use a safety pin on Shabbos without
restriction. They explain that using a pin is not considered Sewing at all, since no thread or other bonding agent is being used. In
addition, Sewing is defined as connecting two pieces of material into a single solid piece; an entity that could only be separated by
the process of tearing or cutting.”' Using a safety pin to connect two pieces of fabric is similar to buttoning a shirt or zipping a
zipper, which is not considered Sewing at all.**

The basic halachah follows the lenient opinion.” Still, when possible, it is recommended that one or more of the following
be done in order to satisfy the more stringent opinion:

¢ Insert the safety pin only one time into each section of the materials being connected.
*  After Shabbos, remove the safety pin and separate the pinned-together pieces.”
* Avoid using small, less noticeable safety pins, since they are more likely to be left in place for an extended period of time.

¢ Use a straight pin rather than a safety pin, since a straight pin is less likely to be left in a garment for an extended period
of time.
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