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The main classes of activity [melakhah] are forty less one:
sowing, plowing, reaping, binding sheaves; threshing, winnowing;
sorting, grinding, sifting, kneading, baking; shearing the wool,
bleaching it, beating it, dyeing it, spinning, stretching the warp on
the loom, making two loops, weaving two threads, separating two
threads; tying a knot, untying a knot, sewing two stitches; tearing in
order to sew two stitches; trapping a deer, slaughtering it, flaying it,
salting it, curing its hide, scraping it, cutting it up; writing two
letters, erasing in order to write two letters; building, pulling down;
extinguishing, lighting a fire; striking with a hammer; carrying from
domain to domain — these are the main classes of activity: forty
less one.
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A) ™™ - Shriyoh (soaking)

When liquid saturates a cloth, it has the effect of loosening soil and stains
that are absorbed in the fabric.

Accordingly, the Talmud states that soaking a fabric (in any clear liquid) is
Melabain, even if nothing else (e.g. scrubbing, squeezing) is done,'® and even if
the stain does not completely disappear as a result.' This process is known as
™ (Shriyoh).

» Examples of the act of Shriyoh:

o Soaking
o Wetting =
o Sprinkling
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o Spraying

a) Soaking clean fabrics

Some Poskim rule that even wetting a clean fabric is forbidden, because any
additional rinsing or soaking brightens and improves the fabric somewhat.'*

» Example:

One may not sprinkle water onto a clean, wrinkled garment (e.g. shirt,
jacket, tablecloth, etc.) to restore a smooth appearance to the fabric .

The question, however, is mainly academic, because according to all views,
there is at least a Rabbinical ordinance that prohibits wetting a garment or linen.
Wetting a garment is forbidden because of the likelihood that one will
inadvertently squeeze it out to help it dry quickly (see Chapter V;Ale)."®

s
/%X ]k Rabbi Reuven Spolter, Young Israel of Oak Park

6




Soaking Wet — Page 4

SpIRbif 183[2 YA YI0[3 B JAM i€«
spinbij pa10j0d YIM WOP BJIA 1T o
sunjdeu 1o 3uiomo) saded Jopn i

:90ua19y21d JO JopIo UT MOJaq
pourejdxa pue pajsi| a1e A3y, "(SOYor[e 953y} JO UOISSNOSIP ® 10 [] Jdey)
‘ureyoo], 0} JoJoI ‘uonedsIpaw de) 03 paniuuad Aj[edyde[ey pue [[I SI oym
3u0 J0J) ssoidwos e Suryew 10} suondo ojqissiuiad [BISAIS 318 3I9Y) ‘SUOD Jou
sem SIU} JI “10AaMOH -9[qissod JI soqqeyg 310§aq ssaidwos oy aredaid a1ojaray
pinoys auQ ‘(sAoqe ‘e 905) UBJ[O SI Pajlom 9q 01 [BLISJRW YI0[0 dY) JI UdAD
“qoALIyS Jo uonsanb snoLIas € SOA[OAUT S0qQqeyS UO ssaIdwos 1om & Sunyejy

soqqeys uo ssaaduod e Surredaag (p

*JeY }]9J € UO uIe)s € Jam Jou A 3UQ (f

*A1I1p W3 Jey) SULLS SIZ)Z) € Jom Jou Aewl dUQ (€
*peaJy) pajIos Jo [oods & Jam jou Aew duQ (7

*U0)103 JO Jleq € Jam Jou Aemi UQ (I o

:sopdwexg «

:$911q8)
pue spealy) passeooid AJjnj se Jjom Sse S19Q1) Mel U0 UdPPIqIO) SI YOALIYS
*'soqqeys U0 uappIq.Lo] 31t s)y31y uoofeq-13jeA (€

2 2PY ApaJow udAd 10 xeaddesip 31 aYeul 0} Ure)s B U0 (1AW UlE)S
jou Ajure)aad) spinbi Jayjo Jo Ia3em apyjurids jou Lew auo ‘Aprepuns (7
17 500QeYS J3)Je jpun Heos oy (deos Aue

INOYNIM UIAI) I9jeM Jo [red & ut pajisodap aq jou Aewr Jaderp pajios y (I

:sopdwexy <«

oz Y130 1ed Aue uo papyunids Ajduis sem 19)em 10 ‘pinbij Ul PISISILL] SEM
SLIQB) a3 Jayioym ‘YoALIYS paIapIsuod s duqe) & Surjom Jo Jouuew AUy

yoAuyg jo suoneajdde uappiqreg (@

o1 3UIdIM S[1YM pazaanbs jajp42q1]ap 3G J0U PINOYS sunjdeu 1om oY) “1oAIMOH
"s0qqeys uo y30]oa1qe) onseld 1o dousiunod e Juidim jo ssodind oYy 10§ papom oq
Kew (soqqeys 210§9q 19 vy Jeyy) Surjomoy 1aded pue supjdeu ‘AjSuipioooy
‘[eiorew 9[qeSOdSIp ‘pauInI B WOy Jjem oy} Ino 9z3anbs Apuspdapeur Aew
U0 J8Y) UIDDUOD JOJ UOSEAI OU ST 2131 asneodq “1ayis Ajdde jou saop (9a0qe ‘e
29s) usuy] 1o Jusuuied e Jo Sumem Aue uniqiyoid sourUIPIO [EIIUIQQRY SY],
'ssao01d Suisueajo oY) £q pauIni A[QeLIBAUT 1€ JBY) S[eLIdjeW
0} Ajdde jouues ureqe[djAl Jo 1doouoo aIus Jy3 ‘sny [, "N Suisued|d Aq juowred
5jqesnal & Jo juswdAciduil [B10Us3 pue UONBIOISAI Y} AJ[BIUSSS SI UIBqR[aj
JO OYoo[oN oYL "ssoutom Aue £q pajiods ase A3y} 9snedosq s[elIsjew sy} 0)
sjqeotjdde jou s1 Jenoned ut yoALyg Jo uoniqryoxd oyj jey urejurews A3y,
“Jom USYM 27BISQUISIP 0} PUS)
Ko osneoaq pue ‘djqesnal JOU 3Ie S[BLIAIELI 353U} ISN8IA ‘UTRqR[SA] 03 pIedar
s speusrew Jaded ojqesodsip uo Apusiud] ojnt WINSO4 JuIpes] dwiog

sfersdyeni saded Sunrop (q

w1 C/V'A 1odey)) 99s) Apyornb Aip 1 djay 03 1no 3t 9z3anbs Apuspoapeut
[IAs QUO Jeyl POOYI[AYI] dY) JO 9sneodq UdppIqioy si juowied e Sumom
‘uau] Jo Jusuned e Sumom syqyoad 1ey) doUBUIPIO [Bd1UIqqEY © 1SBd] I8 S 1Y)
‘SMaIA [[& 0] SuIpI099R IsnBISq “OIWIPEIE Ajureus s1 ‘19Aomoy ‘uonsanb ayJ,
* JLIq e 9Y) 03 ddueseadde Yloowss € 2103531 03 (939 ‘Y0[d)qel “ayoel
9anys “§+3) JusuLIES PoPULIA ‘UEd[d € 03U0 I)BM IPuLIdS Jou Aew dUQ

roydwexy «

v TEUMOLIOS OLIqe] oY) saaoxdun pue susjySuq Sunjeos Jo Suisurr [euolippe
Aue asne39q ‘UappIqIo] ST OLIQE] UB3[d B SUIOM USAS JeY) 9] WINSOJ SWOS
sariqey ueap Jupjeog (e

Suikeadg o
Supjuiads o

s Sumom *
dunjeos o

:yoAuys jo joe ayj jo sojduiexy <

l
X ]k Rabbi Reuven Spolter, Young Israel of Oak Park




