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The Ties That Bin

SHABBAT CHAPTER 15

QW .1IDRT WP PORIT W YN PN 0w abK
22 MR TRR 27707 YY 200 RN 7D, 7PWR VY 20 xaw
Y PRM PR TN DRI ARy Y2 xw Wi

These are knots which incur liability: the camel-drivers’ knot and
the sailors’ knot, and just as he is liable for tying them, so is he liable
for untying them. Rabbi Meir says, Knots that a person can untie
with one hand do not incur liability.

TI900 WP PIRIT WRD 12N A0 PRY DM 77 v
nwma WR2P°05 ‘72_}'] ,1230°09M) ,.‘-IEH'?I;I nndy mgx mzy‘ip
12 MWP2X 730703 %Y AT J9W) 17 M 900 Dy
7T I R¥N KOY 22w MRl 10y PP s ik Spy?
27 0% Y92 YRR AT 37 :van2 XY VIR x0pon3

1Y WA PR KRR YW IPRY W 92 A

There are knots which incur no liability unlike the camel-drivers’
knot or the sailors’ knot. A woman may tie the opening of her dress,
and cords of a net, and of a belt, and straps of a shoe or a sandal,
and leather flasks of wine and oil, and a pot of meat. Rabbi Eliezer
ben Yaakov says, They may tie in front of a beast so that it will not
go forth. One may tie a bucket with a belt, but not with a rope;

Rabbi Yehudah permits. Rabbi Yehudah stated a general rule: No 2

knot which is not durable incurs liability.

1. A person who ties a knot which is intended to remain permanently
and which can be tied [only] by craftsmen! is liable. Included in this
category are the knots tied by camel drivers, the knots tied by seamen,
the knots tied by shoemakers when making shoes and sandals.2

One who ties a knot that is intended to remain permanently, but
does not require a craftsmen [to tie it], is not liable. A knot that will
not remain permanently and does not require a craftsman may be tied
with no compunctions.

2. How is [the intermediate category] defined? If one of a person’s
sandal straps tore and he tied it, a rope tore and one tied it, one tied
a rope to a bucket, or one tied the bridle of an animal, the person
is not liable. The same applies to all other knots that do not require
professional expertise, but are always tied with the intention that they
remain permanently.3

Any knot that is not intended to remain permanently is forbidden
to be tied using a knot that requires professional expertise.

3. A woman may tie the opening of her cloak although it has two
openings.> She may tie the strands of a hairnet although it hangs
loosely on her head.6

One may tie the straps of shoes and sandals that are tied around
one’s foot when donning them.”
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The Gemara! states that there are three dif-
ferent categories /of knots/. There are
/knots for which/ one is obliged /to bring/ a
sin-offering /if he makes them on Shabbos/,
/knots for which/ one is exempt /from bring-
ing a sin-offering/ but /which involve a Rab-
binical/ transgression, and others that are
permitted /to be tied/ initially /on
Shabbos/.

According to the view of the Rif and the
Rambam (and /also of/ the author /of the
Shulchan Aruch/, who rules in accordance
with this view without mentioning any dis-
senting opinion) the ruling is as follows. If
the knot is /a knot that is meant/ to remain
/tied/, such as /a knot/ that is usually /left
tied/ in this way permanently [meaning that
a person does not mentally fix a time /when
he intends/ to undo /the knot/ and it is /a
knot/ that is generally left permanently
/tied/], and it is also /the sort of knot/ that a
craftsman would make, one is obliged /to
bring/ a sin-offering /if he ties it/. (It is
explained in the gloss below at the end of the
paragraph /which knot/ is considered /a
knot/ that a craftsman would make.) Ifitis a
knot /that is meant/ to remain /tied/ but is
not /a knot/ that a craftsman would make,
/or if it is a knot/ that a craftsman would
make but is not /a knot that is meant/ to
remain tied, one is exempt /from culpability
by Torah law if he ties it/ but /transgresses
a Rabbinical/ prohibition. /However,/ if itis
not /a knot/ that a craftsman would make
and neither is it a knot /that is meant/ to
remain tied it is permitted /to make the
knot/ initially.

The view of Rashi and the Rosh and other

Poskim is that /the different rulings/ are not
in any way dependent on /the nature of/ the
knot itself. /In other words, it does not
depend on/ whether /or not/ itis /the sort of
knot/ that a craftsman would make. /In
their opinion/ the fundamental /factors
determining the/ different /degrees of strin-
gency/ are /as follows/. If the knot /that one
ties/ is /meant/ to remain /tied/, meaning
that it is usual to leave it /tied/ perman-
ently, as /explained/ above, one is obliged
/to bring/ a sin-offering even though /the
knot/ is a layman’s knot. If it is usual to
leave the knot for only a /limited/ period one
is exempt /from culpability by Torah law/
but /nevertheless transgresses a Rabbini-
cal/ prohibition even though it isa layman’s
knot, since /the knot/ somewhat resembles
/a knot/ thatis /meant/ toremain /perma-
nently tied/. /However,/ if it is usual to undo
/the knot/ on the same day it is /even/ per-
mitted /to tie it/ initially /on Shabbos/.
/This is so/ even though it is /the sort of
knot/ a craftsman would make, since it is
not classed as a /prohibited/ knot /in such a
case/. Some /authorities/ say that any
/knot/ that is usually undone within seven
days has the same /ruling/ as /a knot/ that
is usually undone on the same day /and one
may therefore tie such a knot also initially/.

The words of the author /of the Shulchan
Aruch/ and the Rav? will now be properly
understood.

§ 317: THE LAW /WITH REGARD TO/ TYING
A KNOT* OR A BOW ON SHABBOS
(Contains Seven Paragraphs)
1. If one ties (1) a knot /that is meant/ to remain?* /tied/ and it is /the sort of
knot/ that a craftsman would make he is culpable /by Torah law/. For instance,

/one is culpable for tying/ (2) a camel driver’s knot or (3) a sailor’s knot or the
knots in the straps of shoes or sandals that cobblers tie (4) when they make /the
shoes/, and also for all similar /knots/.

However, if one ties a knot /that is meant/ to remain /tied/ but is not /the
sort of knot/ that a craftsman would make, he is exempt /from culpability by
Torah law/.

Gloss: There are /authorities/ who dispute this and are of the opinion that
one is culpable for /tying/ (5) any knot /thatis meant/ to remain /tied/ even ifit
is /merely/ a layman’s knot. (...)

Some /authorities/ say that any knot that is not meant to be undone (6) on
the same day /it is tied/ is classed as /a knot that is meant/ to remain /tied/,

5. It is permitted /to make/ a bow /on Shabbos/ because /a bow/ is not

/regarded as/ a knot.

Gloss: (29) It is customary to permit /making a bow/ even if one made one tie

underneath it. {...)

(5) Any knot /that is meant/ to remain
/tied/, ete. le., /7any knot/ that it is not
customary to undo ever, as /explained/
above.

This opinion also disagrees with /the rul-
ing of/ the author /of the Shulchan Aruch/
with regard to /a knot/ that is not /meant/
to remain /tied/ and is a layman’s /knot/, if
one has in mind that the knot should remain
/tied/ for a certain /period of/ time /when

. one ties it/. For according to the author /of

the Shulchan Aruch/ it is permitted /to tie
such a knot initially on Shabbos/, whereas
according to this opinion, although one is
exempt /from culpability by Torah law if he
does so he nevertheless transgresses a Rab-
binical/ prohibition, since /such a knot/
somewhat resembles a knot /that is meant/
to remain /permanently tied/.

The two views quoted /afterwards/ by
the Rema refer /in fact/ to /a knot that is
only intended to remain tied for a certain
period/. According to the first /of these two/
opinions, any knot that is not meant to be
undone on the same day /itis tied/ is classed
to some extent as /a knot that is meant/ to
remain /tied/ and it is prohibited /to tie such

a knot/ initially, whereas according to the
second opinion, any /knot/ that will be
undone within seven days is not classed as
/a knot that is meant/ to remain /tied/ at
all, and it is permitted /to tie such a knot/
initially.

4

(6) On the same day. /I.e., a knot that is
not meant to be undone/ until the following
day /is classed to some extent as a knot that
is meant to remain tied/, but /a knot/ thatis
meant to be undone on the night of Motza’ey
Shabbos is not classed as /a knot that is
meant/ to remain /tied/ at all, and it is per-
mitted /to tie the knot/ initially.

However, if one ties /a knot/ on the holy
night of Shabbos that is meant to be undone
during the Shabbos day, /then/ even though
it will not actually /be untied/ on the same
day it may nevertheless be argued that it is
permitted, for a period of less than twenty-
four hours may be considered the same day.
[P.Mg.]

(ZY) 1t 18 customary to permit. the Achar-
onim state that it is only the practice to per-
mit a single tie /to be made/ underneath /a
bow/ if /the binding/ is meant to be undone
on the same day. /In such a case it is permit-
ted/ because a bow made on top of a /single/
tie is still not /effective enough to be/
classed as /a knot/ that a craftsman would
make.

However, if /the  binding is meant/ to
remain /tied/ for some time, as is the case
with /the binding of/ a lulav, etc., it is for-
bidden to make a tie below /the bow/ but
/one may/ only /make/ a bow by itself.
/Nevertheless,/ it is permitted to make two
bows one on top of the other /even in such a
case/ and that is how one should act.
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TYING AND UNTYING KNOTS
ON SHABBATH AND YOM TOV

49. a. There is a general prohibition, subject to certain excep-

tions which are amplified in the succeeding paragraphs,
against tying knots, whether on Shabbath or on Yom Tov.

. Included within this prohibition are

1) the tying together of two ends of string, ribbon or the
like with a double knot,

2) the tying of even a single knot at the end, or in the
middle, of a piece of string, as is often done at the ends
of the threads of tzitzith, and

3) the tying of a single knot in two adjacent ends of
string.

. One should be particularly careful to avoid infringing

these rules when tying knots or bows in head scarves, hair
ribbons, dress sashes, children’s bibs and the like. (See
paragraph 53 below for the tying of bows.)

5 f) Use of wire twist-ties (for sealing bags)

Some Poskim rule that sealing a bag with a wire twist-tie is an act of Koshair
6 because the twining action (i.e. twisting the wires together), is comparable to
twining cords.*® According to this view, one may not use these twist-ties unless
they will be undone within 24 hours.>® (Similarly, a bag that had been sealed with

wire ties for longer than 24 hours (e.g. a sealed bag of frozen cookies) may not
be opened on Shabbos by unwinding the wire, due to the corresponding Melocho
of Matir. The bag would have to be torn open.)

f-1) The opinion that permits wire twist-ties

Other leading Poskim distinguish between use of twist-ties and twining cords
because the wire twisters are designed to be easily twisted and easily undone;
the twining is merely their mode of use (similar to opening and closing a door).
As a rule, a mode of use (Derech Tashmishto), is not considered a Melocho act
with respect to a number of Melochos (see also Boneh, Chapter 1;A/d-4, and
Makeh B’patish, Chapter II;A).>* The use of twist-ties is therefore unlike cord
making, which is an involved and permanent twining operation

According to some opinons, there is an additional distinction between the
two: In the case of the wire twists, the twine is held by the stiffness of the wire,
and not by the force and strength of the twining action. This can be illustrated
by the fact that merely one twist is often sufficient to hold the wire and seal a

bag whereas when twining cord, numerous windings are required for an effective
twine. This form of twining is therefore not included within the premise of
Koshair, because the ply is held together not by the tension and binding force of
the twine, but by another force, namely, the stiffness of the wire itself>’

f-2) Conclusion

One may use the twist-ties to seal a bag if it will be opened afterwards within
24 hours.> However, it is praiseworthy to avoid using them
if they will remain tied for longer than 24 hours (even though
there is firm Halachic basis for a lenient attitude even in this

/ case).
1
/B0 Rabbi Reuven Spolter, Young Israel of Oak Park




