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Taking the Plunge
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The main classes of activity [melakhah] are forty less one:

building, pulling down;
extinguishing, lighting a fire; striking with a hammer; carrying from
domain to domain — these are the main classes of activity: forty

less one.

MISHNEH TORAH Chapter 10

12. A person is liable for building even the slightest amount.4

A person who levels the floor inside a house is liable.4 Whether he
lowers a raised piece of earth or fills a cavity, he is considered to be
building and is liable.

When one person places down a stone and another the mortar, the
one who places down the mortar is liable.#S For the highest row [of
stones], one is liable merely for lifting up the stone and placing it
on the mortar, since other mortar is not placed upon it.

A person who builds on a base of utensils is not liable.4

13. A person who erects a permanent tent is liable for performing a
derivative#” [of the forbidden labor] of building.48

Similarly, a person who fashions an earthenware utensil - e.g., an
oven or a jug - before they are fired [in a kiln] is liable for performing
a derivative [of the forbidden labor] of building.4

Similarly, one who makes cheese performs a derivative [of the
forbidden labor] of building.5® One is not liable until one makes an
amount of cheese equivalent to the size of a dried fig.s!

A person who inserts the blade of an axe onto its handle or
one who performs any similar activity performs a derivative [of the
forbidden labor] of building. Similarly, one who attaches one piece
of wood to another, whether he attaches them with a nail or by
inserting one piece of wood into another until they become a single
entity, is liable for performing a derivative [of the forbidden labor] of
building.s2

14. A person who makes even the slightest hole in a chicken coop to
let light in is liable for building.s3

A person who returns a door of a well, a cistern, or a wing of a
building [to its place] is liable for building.5
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j) Sticking tacks and push-pins into cork-backed bulletin board

According to leading Poskim, one is not permitted to stick pins into a wall
or bulletin board, whether to hang notes, or for any other purpose, because of
questions involving Boneh and other Shabbos restrictions’'(see also Tofair E/h).
Tacking an item to the board may be Boneh for the following reasons:

1: The pin forms a hole in the cork backing of the board. (Creating a hole in
the ground or in a land-based structure is Boneh, see A/a-1, ex. 1 above). The
fact that the hole being created in the cork is only temporary is not sufficient
basis for permitting this act. The fact that the hole is "filled in" (i.e. with the tack
itself) is also not a factor. This is because an opening has nonetheless been created
to accommodate the point of the tack (and serve as its base), at least while it is
stuck in. It is therefore comparable to the kind of hole created when one drives
a pole into the ground. The hole in that case is a genuine "structure” that serves
as a base for the pole. It is therefore entirely irrelevant that the hole is "filled in"
while the pole is there, or even that it may immediately fill up with dirt and close
up as the pole is removed.”*

2: The tack can also be viewed as an accessory that is being "added" to the
structure (i.e. Mosif Al Habinyan) that may remain in place for many days or
weeks. It is similar in this respect to attaching a hook to the wall.”

(However, there is some merit to the argument that the cork-backing is
'\‘ designed for regular pinning and detaching, and could therefore be permitted
/% N Rabbi Reuven Spolter, Young Israel of Oak Park (i.e. "Derech Tashmisho" - .see A/d-4 and (B)/c-1 earlier). The fact that the holes

[k in the cork material close up after each use may also be a factor. Notwithstanding =5

these considerations, one must adopt a stringent attitude on this question.)’**
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