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3. Snow

Some poskim rule that snow is muktza. This ruling applies to snow which 4
fell before Shabbos or Yomtov as well as to snow which fell on Shabbos or Yom-
tov. (Snow is not normally eaten or fed to animals, and is considered nnn» n3pn

HALACHOS OF MUKTZA

11 like sand or stones.) If the snow was collected before Shabbos or Yomtov,

and designated for use on Shabbos or

Yomtov, it is not muktza. Other poskim

rule that snow [providing it is not too dirty to use®] is not muktza.'©

Walking on snow (on Shabbos or
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¢) Why grating cheese is not Sossair

While the making of cheese is Boneh, chopping it apart (or even grating it)
is not Sossair.**’ Some commentaries explain that grating cheese is not Sossair
(even though cheese is formed by combining curds to form a solid cheese
substance) because the chopping and grating does not break down and
reconstitute the cheese to its original curd form.

As explained earlier, Sossair is basically the reverse of Boneh i.e. the act of
undoing a Boneh construction. Therefore, if one creates an item by means of
combining components, Sossair must then entail the disassembling of the item
to its separate and original parl‘s.248

Thus, Sossair of the cheese could only occur if the cheese was somehow
reconstituted to its original curds. Achieving this feat is probably impossible; in
any case, it is certainly not accomplished through chopping, grating, or eating
the cheese.”*’

This same concept is true of most foods. However, according to this view,
if one were to chemically break down a food composition to its isolated,
elemental ingredients, he could in fact be transgressing Sossair. (See also Sossair,
D)
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¢) Shoveling snow on Shabbos or Yom Tov

Shoveling snow can involve questions of Boneh or Sossair, especially if the
snow has begun to melt and refreeze. Removing the hardened snow from the
ground can be classified as Mashveh Gumos (leveiling the ground - a form of
Boneh). Frozen snow and ice on a porch or concrete walk can be regarded,
Halachically, as part of the surface, and removing it, a form of Mashveh Gumos
(refer to b above).*”

Moreover, shoveling the snow from a dirt path is certainly forbidden under
Mashveh Gumos, because the scraping of the shovel against the soil, while
removing the snow, will inevitably smooth down the dirt surface (see Boneh,
Chapter HI;B).

1: Shoveling soft snow

In the case of soft snow (e.g. which has just fallen and not yet begun to melt
and refreeze) on a concrete walk, there would be basis to permit sweeping or
shoveling a narrow path to allow one to walk through, from the perspective of
Boneh and Sossair.

l
/%X ]k Rabbi Reuven Spolter, Young Israel of Oak Park

However, some Poskim contend that shoveling snow is nevertheless
forbidden under the restrictions of Tircha (Excessive Strain) because it is a very
exertive activity. They compare this to one who clears out a storage room, or
rearranges boxes and heavy items in his basement.”” All such large-scale
projects are forbidden on Shabbos because of Tircha, even if they do not involve
the handling of Muktza items (unless the space is needed for guests who suddenly
arrived, or for use as a Bais Medrash, or a similar Mitzvah purpose).

Therefore, one may not shovel snow on Shabbos, even where there is a proper
enclosure or Eruv. However, one may walk back and forth on the walk while
kicking away the snow with his feet in order to form a narrow path.*™

2: A non-Jewish snowplow that arrived on Shabbos

One who has a contract with a non-Jewish company to plow the snow from
his driveway during the winter season, must stipulate beforehand that any
snowplowing be done before or after Shabbos, not on Shabbos.

If the snowplow arrived on Shabbos, one must tell the operator that the work
may not be done on the property during Shabbos, but that he may return after
Shabbos.””*
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Having a Non-Jew Clear Your Snow on Shabhos
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