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2. Hanging Wet Laundry
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¢) Dry-cleaned clothes

Some contemporary Poskim contend that there is a basis for permitting one
to hang a suit or coat (that became wet in the rain, etc.) in a bathroom or laundry
room because it is common knowledge that such clothes are never laundered,
but are only dry cleaned. Therefore, no one could suspect that they were cleaned
on Shabbos, since wet laundeting would ruin these garments.'"”

The same might be said of ladies’ Shabbos attire. Although many ladies’
garments are washable, it appears that Shabbos garments are almost never
washed, but are dry-cleaned in the vast majority of cases. If this is true, it follows
that if a woman was caught in the rain, she too is permitted to hang her Shabbos
clothes to dry, even in a laundry room.''®

There are prominent Poskim, however, who do not make a distinction
between dry-clean garments and ordinary washables. They rule that dry-clean
garments which became wet are not exempt from the restrictions of Mar’is Ayin.
Therefore, one who adopts a stringent attitude on this question has basis for doing
SO.

It appears, however, that the consensus of most Poskim is to allow a lenient
attitude on this matter.!'*

(Note: One may not fold garments on their original folds - see Makeh
B’Patish, Chapter I; D/e, and Chapter IV;F.)

d) Hanging a wet raincoat

A wet raincoat may be hung out to dry in the laundry room (even if the coat
is made of a moisture-resistent fabric), because it is obvious that the coat is not
drying from a wash, but only from the rain.''®
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8 Folding the Laundry
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F) Folding linens and garments

1 4 One may not fold most garments on their original folds on Shabbos or Yom

Tov because this improves the appearance of the garment.'” The act of folding

has the appearance of Makeh B’patish, and is therefore Rabbinically restricted.'®

One is not permitted to fold his Tallis on the original folds after the Shabbos

davening. One may also not fold a pair of trousers on their original folds.

However, he may hang the trousers on a hook or on clips even if they fall into
the existing creases on their own.'®!
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