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The rabbis taught: If there are several kinds of food before a man on the Sabbath, he may select
such as he desires and even set it aside, but he must not separate the good from the spoilt. If he
does this, he is liable for a sin-offering. How is this to be understood?....

R. Hamnuna explained it thus: "One may select the good from the spoilt for immediate or later
consumption, but he must not pick out the spoilt, leaving the good for later consumption. If he
does this, he is liable." Abayi opposed: "Is there anything mentioned (in the Mishna) about sepa-
rating the good from the spoilt?" He therefore explained the Boraitha as follows: "Food may be
selected for immediate consumption and setting aside, but not for later consumption. If this is
done, it is considered the same as storing it, and involves the liability." This was reported to
Rabha by the rabbis, and he said: Na'hmeni (Abayi) has explained it correctly.
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Source 5: From The 39 The Three Conditions of Borer
Melachos, by Rabbi Sorting or selecting is permitted when three conditions'*are fulfilled
Dovid Ribiat simultaneously. Note: It is absolutely essential that all three conditions be
105
present.

e 1)7"3 (By Hand); The selection must be done by hand (and not with a utensil
or instrument *92' that aids in the selection).

o 2) DD TN 5N - (“Good from Bad”); The desired objects or matter
must be selected from the undesired, and not the reverse.'”

e 3)7" (Immediate use); The selection must be done immediately before the
time of use and not for a later use.'®

This can be illustrated with the example of almonds and raisins that are mixed
in a bowl. If one desires only the raisins, he must do the selection by complying
with the Three Conditions as follows:

1) "2 - He must remove the raisins by hand (without a device - e.g. a
lipped pitcher, funnel, etc.)

2) fapd-t 'y~ 5298 - He must remove the raisins (that he desires) from
the almonds (not the almonds from the raisins).

3) " - He (or others) must intend to eat all'® of the selected raisins

immediately after removing them and he may not select more than is
.\‘ needed presently.
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There are primarily three methods of circumventing Borer:
1) Unmixing the mixture or combination
2) Removing good together with bad
3) Selecting while eating (Derech Achilah)

item

Forbidden Way
to Separate

Permissible Way
to Separate

Silverware

Tomatoes in Salad

Scrabble Pieces

Soup nuts in Soup
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