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Source 1:| The tailor should not go out with his needle close to nightfall, lest he
‘N pap maw mwn| forget and go out; and not the scribe with his pen. And one does not
search his garments, nor read by the light of the lamp. They truly
said, The hazan may see where the children read. But he may not
read. Similarly, the man with a discharge may not eat with the
woman with a discharge, because habit may lead to transgression.

And one does not search his garments, nor read by the light of the lamp — during the
time of the Mishnah, the “lamp” was a vessel in which a person put a wick and
oil. The mishnah teaches that a person may not “search” his garments, i.c.,
remove lice from them, by the light of a lamp on Shabbat (Friday) night, and
similarly, a person may not read by the light of a lamp, for we fear that the light
may dim, and he will tip the lamp, to bring the oil to the wick.
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B. Reading by the Light of a Lamp

1. The Prohibition

The Mishnah in Tractate Shabbos (11a) states: 1X% X7p? X9
373, one may not read [from a text] by the light of a lamp. This
is a Rabbinic prohibition, enacted because the oil in a lamp will
frequently draw away from the wick, thereby causing the light
to grow dim. This is rectified by tilting the lamp, so that the oil
will move toward the wick. The Sages feared that one reading
with a lamp on Shabbos would unthinkingly tilt the lamp to
obtain more light, thereby violating the melachah of Tyan,
kindling. They therefore forbade a person to read by the light of
an oil lamp. This prohibition applies even if the lamp is out of
the person’s reach (i.e. it is standing in a high place)s”!

2. To What the Prohibition Applies

The prohibition applies to all types of oils that are being used
in a lamp. It does not apply to candles, for it is never necessary
to adjust candles while they are burning® For the same reason,
the prohibition does not apply to electric lights. Even if the lights
can be raised or lowered with a rheostat (“a dimmer”), it is still
permissible to read by their light. This is because electric lights
maintain a steady light without being adjusted. In the case of an
oil lamp, by contrast, the light is maintained only by adjusting
the flame. It is therefore forbidden for use*

3. The Prohibition Nowadays

Since nowadays all houses have electric lights, this prohibition
has almost no practical application. However, if the lights hap-
pen not to be on (e.g. there was a blackout or they were shut off
by a timer), it is forbidden to read by the light of an oil lamp.
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From The Shabbos Home
by Rabbi Simcah Bunim
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Source 7: From
The Halachos of
Muktzeh by
Rabbi Yisroel
Pinchos Bodner
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I. Electric Lights

An electric lamp which is switched off is considered a 110°X% 1nax»w *%5 and
may be moved 1mpm 13 JM8Y only. An electric lamp which is switched on, is
likened by some poskim to a lit oil lamp and, thus, has the following rules:

1. An electric light which is switched on may not be moved.!*

2. If the light was on during bain hashmoshos, the lamp may not be moved
all Shabbos (even after being turned off by a non-Jew or a time clock).

3. The table or other supporting bases become a bosis to the light.

4, If the light was off during bain hashmoshos, and was turned on during
Shabbos by a time clock* and then was turned off again on Shabbos, since it was
not on during bain hashmoshos, the lamp is not deemed a bosis. As with any %3
MO°RY 1NORYHWY, it may be moved 1m1pm1 1033 PNXRY. (For an explanation of 1971 73
mp», see Chapter 2, part B.)

5. Appliances whose indicator lights are on, unlike electric lamps, may be

moved.!” As with any other electric appliances, it may be moved 1pm1 1011 1Y
only (see Chapter 2).

Therefore, an electric urn whose indicator light is on, or an electric clock

whose dial is illuminated, may be moved 1pm1 1913 71%Y, even if the light was
on during bain hashmoshos.

In cases of great necessity or monetary loss, a competent halachic authority
should be consulted.}®

* NOTE: The Shabbos clock is considered a mo°xY 1naxY»w *%3 and may be moved 1011 TM3¥Y
2 (see Chapter 2, par. D6.) Regarding use of a Shabbos clock to control appliances other than
lights, see footnote 16.
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