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Source 1:| 1) Grama (Indirect Melocho act)
From The 39
Melachos, by a) The basic premise
Rabbi Dovid The term “Grama’” (N&"2) refers to a situation in which a Melocho is caused
Ribiat| (intentionally or unintentionally) by an indirect chain reaction that occurs only

after the persons’ initial act.'®

Note: The indirect chain reaction must be delayed. An indirect Melocho act
that occurs simultaneously is not Grama (and is Halachically the same as a direct
act).”” ?

b) Rabbinic prohibitions of Grama

Where Halachically applicable, Grama is not prohibited M’deoraisa because
the Torah specifically denotes “Ma’aseh’ (lit. action) when referring to the ban
against Melocho on Shabbos. This indicates that only direct action is included
in the ban (an indirect act is not a Halachically defined act).'®'

However, in most instances, Grama is Rabbinically prohibited, as will be
explained further:

1: Putting out poisons to kill rodents is a forbidden Grama act of Shochait

The Melocho of Shochait (i.e. taking the life of the rodent) occurs only after
the initial act of the person (that of setting the poison) is completed. In this case,
the animal itself completes the act of killing itself by coming to the poison and
eating it.'® Even so, putting out the poison is Rabbinically prohibited according
to most Poskim.
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Rabbi Shimon ben Nanas says, One may spread the hide of a kid
over a shidah, a tevah, and a migdal, in which the fire has caught,
because it is singed. And they may make a partition with all vessels,
whether full or empty, so that the fire will not pass over. Rabbi Yose
prohibits with new earthen vessels full of water because they cannot
/\ withstand fire, and they burst and extinguish the fire.
/=N

Rabbi Reuven Spolter, Young Israel of Oak Park
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/ﬂ Rabbi Reuven Spolter, Young Israel of Oak Park
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THE SHABBOS HOME
F. Adjusting Timers on Shabbos

According to the view of Hagaon Rav Moshe Feinstein zt"’]
it is forbidden under any circumstances to adjust a timer on
Shabbos. In some cases this involves a Torah prohibition; in
others it involves a Rabbinic prohibition.!*!

Thus, one who wishes to cause an appliance or light to be
turned on or off earlier or later than originally intended may
not adjust a timer to achieve that effect. (E.g. one may not move
the dial so that an action scheduled for 9 am. will take place
at 8 am., or so that one scheduled for 8 a.m. will take place at
9 am.)

Not only is one forbidden to cause a light or appliance to turn
on or off at a different time than originally scheduled, one is also
forbidden to simply cancel the scheduled action, and cause the
light or appliance to remain in its present state. This is because
the mere handling of a timer is forbidden under the prohibition
of muktzeh.

One is permitted, however, to instruct a non-Jew to perform
any of these actions on Shabbos.

IPWR NK PIS 90M DX 9272151 T MK 1 70 271 T nara bt 1m ans 46
MR PYTW I, 107 1P 1K 95511237 K5w N Tynnw 100 1t KA 133w
KWW 191K 71K 03 @ 93K 191K 532 0K i 553 p51r Kow ik par arvpa i
197 .79K50 RIT A11P3 A AT MK 13 PO WIvW Paa  KNTTIKT 19K50
FO™MY TR ARSI KT MAD X ORI KT Y 3119P3 1A 19T MIMKA 1A AW
w101 13 1A% oINS avnw e 2 mabin orann xnnan aebm enb
123" KSW nwiywa 191 1Ny KW m3 IRww KoK 53 po1r xbw vy wsw
Seay nypm pn ox p-ay Hax moxn o x5 555
D PRYRw NAW PV DK P21 57N D78t 1 30 7 NIK XY 70 T KD
ApSTTT Pt PR K At 27p% M1, Nnos AywS pS 1w maw naw 27vn
NRATW 32 70 K11 bw nrama vy ok 5oy abnnm Mupybya prond oK

OMDIN 7R3 M ¥ Pn nank w1 wr Syt raynK b mbw M
WY, Nawa 3man Mo
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USE OF A TIMER ON SHABBATH AND YOM
TOV

.23

24

.25

A timer (time-switch) connected to an electric

circuit may be set, before Shabbath or Yom Toy,

to turn the current off and on at the desired times
on Shabbath or Yom Toy.

a. An ordinary alarm clock which has been

attached or placed next to a switch, before Shab-

bath, in such a way that the revolving of the
winder when the alarm rings will turn off the cur-
rent on Shabbath may be moved after the current
has indeed been cut off. b. What is more, one
may depress the release-button or lever or move
the clock away from the switch, before the alarm
rings, in order to prevent it from cutting off the
current, but one must take care not to untie a knot
in any string connecting the winder to the switch.

a. Whether and in what circumstances a timer

may be adjusted on Shabbath depends to a large

extent on its design. *

(1 There are timers which can be adjusted
without interrupting their operation, for in-
stance by means of
a) amovable dial or
b) indicators that are moved after being

freed from a slot by the application of
pressure, and auto-matically catch in the
slot at which they are released.

(2 There are others which temporarily cease to
operate when being adjusted and can be re-
started only by means of a direct, independ-
ent action, such as those adjusted by moving
an indicator which has first to be unscrewed,
thus making it impossible for that indi-cator
to turn the current on or off when it reaches
the predetermined point, unless and until it is
screwed tight again afterwards. b. 1) Ifa
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timer of the first variety was set before Shabbath to turn the current off or on at a particular time,
a) one may, on Shabbath, adjust it in such a way that the current will be turned off or on, as the case may be, at a

later time, but

b) not in such a way that it will be turned off or on at an earlier time.
(2 A timer of the second variety may also be adjusted to delay (but not to accelerate) the turning off or on of the

current, but only
a) if there is a pressing need to do so or

b) ifit can be done by screwing on another indicator at a marking subsequent to that of the indicator which it is
desired to cancel before removing the latter.

.26 A timer may also be adjusted on Shabbath
a. while the electricity is off, in such a way that after it has been turned on it will be switched off again earlier than

would otherwise have been the case, or

b. while the electricity is on, in such a way that after it has been turned off it will be switched on again earlier than

would otherwise have been the case.

.27 The rules set out in paragraphs 25 and 26 above are equally applicable on Yom Toy, except that on Yom Toy a time-
switch may be adjusted even in circumstances other than those of paragraph 26 in order to turn the electricity on (but

not off) earlier than the time set before Yom Tov.

/ﬂ Rabbi Reuven Spolter, Young Israel of Oak Park
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E) Gram Kibui (Mechabeh Through Indirect Cause)

Like the Melocho of Mavier (and almost all the Melochos), Mechabeh is
subject to the principle of Grama. Therefore, indirectly causing a flame to
become extinguished is usually prohibited.'*

» Example:

Opening a window near candles: One may not open a door or window
opposite lit candles on a windy day because doing so allows the wind to
blow in which is likely to extinguish the candles. This is an indirect act
of Mechabeh.!° If there is clearly no appreciable wind outdoors, and the
room is stuffy, then opening the window is permissible.20 (Closing a
window or door to prevent a draft is permissible because no Melocho is
involved.)21

a) Adjusting a timer to turn off an appliance

If an appliance (e.g. lamp, air conditioner, heater) is controlled by a timer
and set to go off after two hours, adjusting the timer to cause the appliance to
turn off an hour earlier than planned is a question of Gram Kibui. Adjusting the
timer in this way indirectly causes Mechabeh. Some Poskim prohibit this, while
others permit it.” A Rav must be consulted in these cases.

a-1) If the appliance is already off
However, if the appliance is presently off, it is permitted to adjust the timer

(e.g. turn the dial back or slide away an earlier ““on” tripper) to cause the
appliance to remain off for longer. One may even remove the dial completely to

prevent the timer from turning the appliance
back on again.23 (The timer switch, dial and
clips are not Muktzah.)**

a-2) Removing and then replacing the dial
is not permitted

However, one may not remove the entire
dial and then replace it (e.g. in order to
remove an earlier “on” tripper), if the
appliance is set to go back on any time later.

This is because removal of the dial
effectively severs the timer’s connection Removinglater "on” tripper

permitted to maintain status quo

Removing entire dial permitted

with (and control over) the appliance. (o maintain status quo

Replacing the dial afterward is equivalent to connecting
a timer to an appliance to cause it to go on later, which is
forbidden (see Mavier, Chapter ITI;C).%

Replacing dial is Gram Hav'ara







