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USE OF A TIMER ON SHABBATH AND YOM 
TOV 

23.  A timer (time-switch) connected to an electric 
circuit may be set, before Shabbath or Yom Toy, 
to turn the current off and on at the desired times 
on Shabbath or Yom Toy. 

24.  a. An ordinary alarm clock which has been 
attached or placed next to a switch, before Shab-
bath, in such a way that the revolving of the 
winder when the alarm rings will turn off the cur-
rent on Shabbath may be moved after the current 
has indeed been cut off.  b. What is more, one 
may depress the release-button or lever or move 
the clock away from the switch, before the alarm 
rings, in order to prevent it from cutting off the 
current, but one must take care not to untie a knot 
in any string connecting the winder to the switch. 

25.  a. Whether and in what circumstances a timer 
may be adjusted on Shabbath depends to a large 
extent on its design. * 
1(  There are timers which can be adjusted 

without interrupting their operation, for in-
stance by means of 
a) a movable dial or 
b) indicators that are moved after being 

freed from a slot by the application of 
pressure, and auto-matically catch in the 
slot at which they are released. 

2(  There are others which temporarily cease to 
operate when being adjusted and can be re-
started only by means of a direct, independ-
ent action, such as those adjusted by moving 
an indicator which has first to be unscrewed, 
thus making it impossible for that indi-cator 
to turn the current on or off when it reaches 
the predetermined point, unless and until it is 
screwed tight again afterwards.  b. 1) If a 
timer of the first variety was set before Shabbath to turn the current off or on at a particular time, 
a) one may, on Shabbath, adjust it in such a way that the current will be turned off or on, as the case may be, at a 

later time, but 
b) not in such a way that it will be turned off or on at an earlier time. 

2(  A timer of the second variety may also be adjusted to delay (but not to accelerate) the turning off or on of the 
current, but only 
a) if there is a pressing need to do so or 
b) if it can be done by screwing on another indicator at a marking subsequent to that of the indicator which it is 

desired to cancel before removing the latter. 
 
 26.  A timer may also be adjusted on Shabbath 

a. while the electricity is off, in such a way that after it has been turned on it will be switched off again earlier than 
would otherwise have been the case, or 

b. while the electricity is on, in such a way that after it has been turned off it will be switched on again earlier than 
would otherwise have been the case. 

 
 27.  The rules set out in paragraphs 25 and 26 above are equally applicable on Yom Toy, except that on Yom Toy a time-

switch may be adjusted even in circumstances other than those of paragraph 26 in order to turn the electricity on (but 
not off) earlier than the time set before Yom Tov. 
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