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Dyeiny To Color

SHABBAT CHAPTER7  MISHNAH 2
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The main classes of activity [melakhah] are forty less one:

shearing the wool,
bleaching it, beating it, dyeing it, spinning, stretching the warp on
the loom, making two loops, weaving two threads.

SHABBAT CHAPTER 10 MISHNAH 6
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If one takes off his fingernails this with that, or with his teeth, and
similarly his hair, and similarly his moustache, and similarly his
beard, and similarly the woman who braids, and similarly the
woman who colors blue, and similarly the pokeset, Rabbi Eliezer
declares her liable; but the Sages prohibit on account of shevut. If
one plucks from a pierced flowerpot — he is liable, but from that
which is not pierced — he is exempt. But Rabbi Shimon exempts in
this and in that.

11703 YR If one takes off his fingernails — on Shabbat, this with that — he cuts
the fingernails of one hand with the fingernails of his other hand, or he bites them
off with his teeth, and similarly if one plucks his hair — with his hand, and similarly
his moustache, and similarly his beard — he plucks his moustache or his beard
with his hand or with his teeth, and similarly the woman who braids — her hair,
and similarly the woman who colers her eyes blue — with eyepaint, and similarly
the pokeset — the woman who makes a parting in her hair, dividing it into two.
According to a second interpretation, the woman who paints her face (Jer.
Talmud),

39ma 915X 39 Rabbi Eliezer declares liable — to bring a sin-offering, for all
these are derivatives of main classes of activity: cutting one’s nails, hair, mous-
tache, or beard, are derivatives of ‘‘shearing’; braiding her hair, and the pokeset
(according to the first interpretation) are derivatives of **building”; and coloring
blue is a derivative of “‘writing” (Rambam, Bartenura). The Gemara, however,
concludes that coloring blue is a derivative, not of writing, but of ““dyeing”

/ﬂ Rabbi Reuven Spolter, Young Israel of Oak Park
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B. Cosmetics Source 8: The Shab-
bos Home Volume 11,
by Rabbi Simcha
Bunim Cohen

1. Nail Polish
One is forbidden to apply any type of nail polish on Shabbos.

Even clear polish changes the color of the nail and is therefore
prohibited .

2. Face Powder

One is forbidden to apply face powder on Shabbos. Most
contemporary Poskim agree that this applies to any sort of face
powder, even one specially formulated for Shabbos use.25*

3. Eye Makeup

The use of any type of eye makeup (e.g. mascara, eyeliner) for
any part of the eyes (e.g. eyelids, eyebrows, eyelashes) is forbid-
den on Shabbos under the prohibition of coloring, '

4. Lipstick
The use of any type of lipstick is forbidden on Shabbos under
the prohibition of coloring 27**

5. Creams Used for Covering Blemishes

One who covers a skin blemish with cream is in effect color-
ing the skin. Therefore, it is prohibited to use any type of cream
to cover a blemish on Shabbos.

* However, one is permitted to use talcum powder or baby powder on Shabbos to
absorb sweat, or to prevent heat rash or diaper rash.

** In addition, the use of lipstick often involves the prohibition against “smooth- Source 9: 7w MR

ing” as well.
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The Kashrus, Shabbos and Pesach Guide to Cosmetics by Rabbi Dovid Heber
Found on http://www.star-k.org/kashrus/kk-mitzvos-cosmetics.htm#footnotesC

B. Makeup - The following are halachic guidelines regarding the use of different makeups on Shabbos. Note: When-
ever a reference is made to Shabbos makeup, this refers to powders that have been tested by a reliable halachic author-
ity to meet the standards of Rav Moshe zt"l (as addressed in section IV). As previously noted, according to Rav Shlomo
Zalman zt"l, no color powders may ever be used on Shabbos.

1. Foundation/Concealer - This product is used to even out skin tones, smooth away the appearance of fine lines and
imperfections, and apply a hint of color.

a. Moisturizing Foundation with oil is usually a liquidy cream. Due to its thickness it may not be used on Shabbos
(memarayach).

b. Water Based Foundation has a less thick consistency, but may still not be used on Shabbos (memarayach).

c. Pressed Cake Foundation that must be applied with a damp sponge may not be used on Shabbos (schita).

d. Powder Foundation - Powder foundation generally may not be used on Shabbos (tzovaya). However, there are Shab-
bos makeup powdered foundations available that are not long-lasting and may be used according to Rav Moshe zt"l,
under the conditions listed above (section IV).

2. Blush/Rouge - These powders are used to add color to one's face and to enhance cheek color. Regular powdered
blush may not be used on Shabbos (tzovaya). However, as previously mentioned, there is "Shabbos makeup" powdered
blush available that is not long-lasting and may be used according to Rav Moshe zt"l, under the conditions listed above
(section IV). Blush in cream or stick form may not be used on Shabbos (memarayach and tzovaya).

3. Eye Makeup - There are four areas of the eye to which women apply cosmetics to highlight and enhance the appear-
ance of the eye: the eyebrow, eyelid, eyeline, and eyelash. Applying eye makeup in the form of cosmetic creams, regu-
lar non-Shabbos powders, cake (powder that one mixes with water), pencils, and liquid eyeliners, is strictly forbidden
on Shabbos.

Besides the normal conditions of Shabbos makeup, according to some opinions, eye makeup poses additional concerns
regarding blending colors (tzovaya). The following are halachic guidelines when using eye makeup. Note: These condi-
tions are in addition to the general Shabbos makeup conditions listed in section IV.

a. Eyelid - Typically, women apply two or three colors of makeup to the different areas of the eyelid. It is preferable to
avoid doing this on Shabbos, since these colors will touch one another and blend. Therefore, it is best to apply only one
color of "Shabbos makeup" powder to the eyelid.

b. Eyebrow and Eyeline - Women typically use cosmetic pencil/liquid eyeliner on these areas. As indicated previously,
these may not be used on Shabbos. However, there are Shabbos makeup powdered eyeliners available that are not long-
lasting and may be used according to Rav Moshe zt"l, under the conditions listed above (section IV).

If the Shabbos eyebrow or eyeline powdered makeup color is different from the eyelid makeup color, it is preferable
that the two colors do not touch.

One may not tweeze eyebrows on Shabbos.

c. Eyelashes - Mascara is used to color and lengthen eyelashes. The use of this product with or without a brush on
Shabbos is forbidden.

4. Lip Makeup

a. Lipstick/Lipliner - One may not apply lipstick or lipliner on Shabbos, as, according to all opinions, this constitutes
tzovaya and memarayach. This is true even if it is applied lightly or on top of existing makeup. As previously indicated,
one may apply regular or extra long-lasting lipstick on Erev Shabbos.

b. Lip Powder - According to some Poskim, non long-lasting Shabbos makeup powder may be used on the lips under
the conditions listed above (section IV), based on the opinion that non long-lasting powdered blush is permissible.
Nonetheless, there are other Poskim who say even those who use non long-lasting powdered blush should not use pow-
der on their lips. According to these opinions, women who wish to have makeup on their lips should not apply powder
on their lips on Shabbos, but rather use long lasting lipstick on Erev Shabbos - v'hamachmir al zeh tavoh aleha bracha.

/ﬂ Rabbi Reuven Spolter, Young Israel of Oak Park




