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F) The concepts of the Memarayach act

a) Memarayach entails "smearing', not " pressing"

It is important to understand that Memarayach is a Toldah of Memachaik
and must therefore fall within its general premise. Memachaik, the Av Melocho,
is basically an act of smoothing; a process whereby a solid surface is scraped or
rubbed smooth by lateral (i.e. side to side) motions against a surface.

Memarayach the Toldah is similarly a form of smoothing, with the only
difference being that it is applicable to pliant, moldable substances instead of
hard solid materials.

In the M’deoraisa applications of Memarayach (e.g. soft wax, congealed fat),
the Melocho can only take place with rubbing or smearing-type motions. This
can only occur with pressure that is applied in lateral (side to side) movements.®

Merely applying vertical pressure to a substance and thereby flattening it or
changing its shape is not Memarayach (even if the substance becomes smoothed
incidentally in the process).

a-1) Rabbinic restrictions on pressing a substance

Although "pressing" is not Memarayach M’deoraisa, there is a general
Rabbinic prohibition on even merely pressing a firm semisolid substance (such
as wax or congealed fat) because of the likelihood that one will forget himself
and perfect the finished surface by smoothing it.* Because smoothing semisolids
is Memarayach M’deoraisa, the Sages found it necessary to protect the Melocho
from serious transgression. (See also G below).

However, these same restrictions were not imposed on Rabbinically
forbidden substances such as ointments and creams, as shall be seen further.

a-2) Applying ointments and creams

Asexplained above, Memarayach M’deoraisa (e.g. on wax, putty etc.) entails
only a rubbing action, not merely dabbing or pressing.

It follows that the "Rabbinic substances" of Memarayach (e.g. creams) are
within the same Halachic premises as the "M’deoraisa-substances" (e.g. wax).
Therefore, any act that is not Memarayach on a "M’deoraisa-substance" is
certainly not Memarayach on a "Rabbinic substance".

Based upon this principle, it would be permissible to press creams, ointments
etc. upon a surface as long as no lateral rubbing or smearing is done. (The Sages
did not impose restrictions on pressing down "Rabbinic-substances" such as

ointments, etc. since the activity is more than one step removed from any
Melocho M’deoraisa).®’
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