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The Shabbos Home,
by Rabbi Simcha
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Source 5: IIl. Some Applications of This Prohibition

A. Removing Wax, Glue or Dirt From Paper

; As stated above, it is prohibited Biblically to erase a blot of ink
Bunim Cohen for the purpose of writing in its place. It is similarly forbidden
to remove a glob of wax, glue, dried food or other adhesive

substance from a surface for the purpose of writing in its place.
Removing the adhesive substance is tantamount to erasing
because it prepares the surface for writing. Furthermore, it is
forbidden to remove from a page an adhesive substance that is
obscuring printed words or figures, and to expose the print.
This, too, is tantamount to erasing for the sake of writing."

Removing an adhesive substance from a writing surface
upon which nothing was written and nothing is intended to be
written is not considered a form of erasing.’” Nevertheless,
depending on the texture of the surface and the method of
removal, this may fall under the prohibition of laundering, as
explained at length in Chapter 12.

B. Peeling Apart Pages

If two pages of a book became attached by an adhesive
substance that fell between them (e.g. a particle of food, or glue),
and the substance obscures a printed area, peeling the page apart
is tantamount to erasing the adhesive from the area it had ob-
scured. Furthermore, if the adhesive does not obscure any print,
but by peeling apart the pages the paper will tear and some print
will be destroyed, the peeling is also tantamount to erasing.

C. Cutting Decorative Figures on Cake

As stated previously, destroying a letter or picture even for no
beneficial reason is prohibited Rabbinically. Thus, if a cake is
decorated with frosting in the form of words, letters or any dis-
tinct object, it is forbidden to cut the cake in a way that deforms
the letters or ruins the picture. For example, if a cake has
“Happy Birthday” written on it, it is forbidden to cut through
the letters.”® It is also forbidden to peel the letters off the cake.

lﬂ Rabbi Reuven Spolter, Young Israel of Oak Park
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