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23,24 And the Lorp spoke to Moshe, saying, Speak to the children
of Yisra'el, saying, In the seventh month, on the first day of the
month, shall you have a sabbath, a memorial of blowing of

25 horns, a holy gathering. You shall do no servile work: but
you shall offer an offering made by fire to the Loxkp.
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("work"). Thus we are not to be engaged 1727 D¥7] 22 nww K% XD (PRY
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measuring out crops of the field, weigh-  nyammy nea’ mam ooa80 D3 079210 NYIpYY 1
ing fruits and gifts, filling the barrels with M : vy \ i’ .
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sense of the term]. Similarly, if it be a gz Y R NER 797 K2 PG i
city encompassed by a wall and its pInvw by oanbtwm Lapn lunm amno
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therefore according to law of the Torah ! . s iyag
treated as one domain, and the prohibi- 7K D’j:g‘]‘_? br!; DR¥¥ TTIPM '[EEQN‘_??;’?
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they would be loading heaps on asses, APaY oY Y LINgY A1R IR .135
as also wine, grapes, and figs and all ’ oo
manner of burdens they would bring on S22 210 TME AN ‘_n-lu o 817 I
a festival; and the market place would

be full for all business transactions, the shops standing open and the shopkeepers giving
credit, the money-changers sitting before their tables with the golden coins before them,
and the workers would rise early to go to their work and hire themselves out for such
works [as described above] just as on weekdays, and so on! And since all these matters
do not entail m'lachah, they would be permissible on a festival day and even on the Sab-
bath itself Therefore the Torah said that [the festival should be a day of] shabbathon
(solemn rest), meaning that it should be a day of rest and ease, not a day of labor [and
weariness]. This is a good and beautiful interpretation.

/ﬂ Rabbi Reuven Spolter, Young Israel of Oak Park
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If thou restrain thy foot be-
cause of the sabbath, from pursuing thy business on my holy
day; and call the sabbath a delight, the holy day of the Lorp
honourable; and shalt honour it, not doing thy own ways, nor
pursuing thy own business, nor speaking of vain matters, then
shalt thou delight thyself in the Lorp; and I will cause thee
to ride upon the high places of the earth, and feed thee with
the heritage of Ya‘aqov thy father: for the mouth of the LORD

lﬂ Rabbi Reuven Spolter, Young Israel of Oak Park
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II: ACTIVITIES WHICH MAY LEAD TO WRITING 21

B. Giving Gifts

It is forbidden to give a gift on Shabbos, since the transfer of
ownership resembles a transaction.’ It is even forbidden for a

husband to give a gift to his wife and for a parent to give a gift
to his child. [There is a dispute among the Poskim as to whether
the prohibition applies to giving a gift to a gentile.’®] There is,
however, one exception to this prohibition. It is permitted to
give a gift on Shabbos to enable the recipient to perform a
mitzvah.

Permissible Methods of Giving Gifts on Shabbos

Even when a gift is not needed for the purpose of a mitzvah,
it can be awarded if the transfer of ownership does not take
place on Shabbos. This can be accomplished in one of two ways.

1) The donor should hand the gift to a third party (who is not
a member of his own household) before Shabbos, and have that
party lift it three tefachim from the ground with the intention

of acquiring it on behalf of the recipient. The recipient
automatically acquires possession at that time, although un-
aware of the fact. The donor may then retrieve the article from
the third party and hand it to the recipient — who already owns
it — on Shabbos.”

2) One may hand a gift to its intended recipient on Shabbos
with the instruction that the recipient bear in mind not to take
title until after Shabbos.™
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IIl. Measuring and Weighing

The Sages prohibited all forms of measuring and weighing
on Shabbos, whether for commercial or personal purposes.
Measuring and weighing that is of a commercial nature falls
under the previously mentioned prohibition against engaging
in business transactions. Although the transaction is not yet
concluded, the Sages forbade the measuring and weighing itself.
Measuring and weighing for personal purposes are forbidden
because they fall under the category of 27 K12 — weekday
activity.'**

*Note: %117 X721y is a category that includes three types of activities: (a)
activities that resemble melachah; (b) activities that might lead to
melachah; (c) activities that detract from the holy and elevated aura of
the Sabbath.




