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The Handwriting's On the...

SHABBAT CHAPTER 12 MISHNAH 4
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If one writes two letters in one state of unawareness — he is liable. If
he wrote with ink, with a chemical, with sikra, with gum, and with
calcanthum, and with anything that makes a mark, on two walls of
angles, and on two boards of a writing tablet, and they are read this
with this — he is liable. If a person writes on his flesh, he is liable. If
one scratches on his flesh — Rabbi Eliezer declares him liable to a
sin-offering, but Rabbi Yehoshua exempts.
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If he wrote with liquids, with fruit juices, the dust of the roads, with
the dust of scribes, and with anything that does not endure — he is
exempt; behind his hand, with his foot, with his mouth and with his
elbow:; if he wrote one letter close to the written; if he wrote on the
written; if he intended to write a ket and he wrote two zayin’s; one in
the earth and one in the beam; if he wrote on two walls of the house,
on two pages of a writing tablet and they are not read this with this
— he is exempt. If he wrote one letter as an abbreviation — Rabbi
Yehoshua ben Beteira declares him liable, but the Sages exempt.

/ﬂ Rabbi Reuven Spolter, Young Israel of Oak Park
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lﬂ Rabbi Reuven Spolter, Young Israel of Oak Park
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lﬂ Rabbi Reuven Spolter, Young Israel of Oak Park
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4. (18) One should take care /on Shabbos/ not to write with his finger (19) with liquid,

(20) or in ash, on the table.

However, it is permitted (21) to outline letter-like /symbols/ (22) in the air. (...)

(22) In the air. The same ruling /applies/ to
moving one’s finger on a dry sheet /of paper/ to
form letter-like symbols. That is also permitted,
since the impression /one makes on the paper/ is
not discernible at all and /therefore/ it cannot be
compared to /writing with/ liquid or /in/ ash. [Taz]

We will take the opportunity at this point to
explain the basic laws with respect to /the Shabbos
labors of/ Koseyv (writing) and Mocheyk™
(erasing) /that appear/ in the Gemara and Poskim,
/explaining/ which actions involve an obligation to
/bring/ a sin-offering and for which actions one
would be exempt /from a sin-offering/ but /will
have transgressed/ a prohibition, since the
Shulchan Aruch deals with these /points rather/
briefly.

1) If one wrote /on Shabbos/ he is not culpable
/for the writing/ unless he wrote with a /writing/
material that makes a durable mark, such as ink,
blacking [i.e., charcoal — Rashil, stkra [red paint],
kumos [tree resin], gallnut juice, vitriol, pencil or
any similar article which /will produce writing/ of

a durable nature. One is also not culpable unless
he wrote on an article on which the writing will
endure, such as hide, parchment, paper, wood, etc.
If, however, one wrote with a /writing/ material
that does not /produce/ a durable mark, such as
beverages or fruit juice, or wrote with ink, etc. on
vegetable leaves or any /other/ article that is not
durable, he is exempt /from culpability/.

One is /thus/ only culpable if he wrote with a
/writing/ material that will endure /and wrote/ on a
durable article. Similarly, if one erased, he is not
culpable unless he erased durable writing on a
durable article. /However,/ all this /only applies/
as regards liability to /bring/ a sin-offering, but
there is a Rabbinical prohibition involved even if
one writes on an article that is not durable with a
/writing/ material that will not /leave a/ durable
/mark/, and the same applies with respect to
erasing.

7) If one writes with his left /hand/,
backhandedly [i.e., with the back of his hand, by
holding the pen with his fingers and turning his
hand upside down and writing], or with his foot,
his mouth or his elbow [/i.e.,/ the joint of the arm
/near the ribs/], he is exempt /from culpability/,
because it is not normal to write in these /ways/.
Nevertheless, there is a prohibition involved even
/if one writes/ with his foot, etc.

If a left-handed person writes with his right
/hand/, which for him is like anyone else /writing
with/ his left /hand/, he is exempt /from
culpability/, but if he writes with his left /hand/ he
is culpable.

lﬂ Rabbi Reuven Spolter, Young Israel of Oak Park

If one is ambidextrous, he is culpable if he writes
/two letters/ irrespective of whether /he does so/
with his right /hand/ or with his left /hand/.

If a child holds a pen /in his hand/ and an adult
holds his hand and writes, /the adult/ is culpable,
since he is the main /performer/ of the labor and
the child does not do anything. If an adult holds a
pen /in his hand/ and a child holds his hand and
writes, /the adult/ is exempt /from culpability/,
since then the adult does not do anything.
/However,/ if the one who holds the pen intends to
assist /the one who is holding his hand/, the
culpability /then/ relates to the one who holds the
pen. [This is /the ruling/ according to the reading
of the Tosefta® /given/ by the Gra; see there.]

If one writes /on a hide/ in order to ruin the hide
he is /nevertheless/ culpable /for transgressing the
Shabbos labor of Koseyv'® (writing)/, since the
culpability is not for /what one effects in/ the place
where he writes, but for the /actual/ writing. If one
erases destructively, however, he is exempt /from
culpability for transgressing the Shabbos labor of
Mocheyk™ (erasing)/.

8) If one marks out drawings or forms on a wall
with vermilion, etc., in the way that artists do, /he
performs/ a sub-labor of Koseyv™ (writing) and is
/therefore/ culpable for /transgressing the Shabbos
labor of/ Koseyv. [If one makes a design in a
utensil with a design [i.e. in a utensil that is meant
to /have a design/ for beauty — Rashi], and even if
one /only/ makes part /of the design/, one is
culpable for /transgressing the Shabbos labor of/

Makeh be-Patish* (striking with a hammer), since
this is the final stage in the construction of the
utensil.] Similarly, if one erases markings for a
constructive purpose /he transgresses/ a sub-labor
of Mocheyk (erasing), and is /therefore/ culpable
/for it/.

It is forbidden to attach silver letters to a curtain
veil, etc., since this /action/ resembles /the
Shabbos labor of/ Koseyv (writing). It is likewise
forbidden to remove /silver letters/ from /a curtain
veil, etc./, since this /action/ resembles /the
Shabbos labor of/ Mocheyk (erasing). See what the
Ch.A. has written about this in Sec. 37 /there/.
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lﬂ Rabbi Reuven Spolter, Young Israel of Oak Park

23.

24,

25.

26

27.

(D) * NVPIR

One is allowed to play games in which letters, or parts of

letters or of a picture, are placed side-by-side so as to make

up a whole word or picture, provided that

a. this does not involve setting the word or picture in a frame
that holds it together and

b. the various sections are not interlocked and fixed to-
gether, as they are in most jigsaw puzzles.

Playing with a game consisting of (usually) fifteen movable,
lettered or numbered squares set in a framed board the size
of sixteen such squares, and rearranging the squares by
moving them about within the board, is permissible on
Shabbath and Yom Tov.

It is prohibited

a. to make an impression with a rubber stamp,

b. to arrange letters with the object of forming them into a
rubber stamp or

c. to separate letters making up a rubber stamp.

One must not

a. take a photograph with a camera,
b. develop film or

¢. make prints from film.

a. 1t is forbidden
1) to write letters or make patterns on a misted or frosted
windowpane, or to wipe them off,
2) to cut letters or designs into the peel of an orange or
other fruit or
3) to write with, or in, sand or dust, or crumbs lying on
the table.
b. One may outline the shape of letters in the air with one’s
finger.*
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Simcha Bunim Cohen

C. Puzzles

One should not put together a jigsaw puzzle of any size on
Shabbos, since one forms pictures by combining the pieces.”
Concerning children playing with puzzles, see Children in
Halachah, p. 140.

D. Playing Games in Which Letters or Numbers Are Used

1. Scrabble

Playing Scrabble does not violate the prohibition of writing,
since one merely arranges letters that are printed on blocks.
Nevertheless, it is forbidden to play this game on Shabbos, since
Scrabble players usually write down the score — and it is
forbidden to engage in any activity that usually involves
writing, lest one inadvertently write (see p. 15).*

2. Dominoes

It is permitted to play with dominoes, since the arrangement
of the blocks does not constitute writing, and domino players do
not commonly write down a score.

3. Magnetic Writing Boards

It is forbidden to arrange magnetized, molded letters on a
metal board. It is also forbidden to draw pictures on boards that
use magnetized dust (e.g. Etch-a-Sketch, Magna-Doodle). This
applies whether the magnetic dust is moved by a hand-held
instrument (as in Magna-Doodle) or by a metallic piece that is
controlled by knobs (as in Etch-A-Sketch).

E. Writing With Food

1. Chocolate Letters

It is forbidden to attach molded chocolate letters to a cake,
since the letters have no base and become embedded in the cake
or its frosting.

2. Carving Foods

It is forbidden to carve or mold any food item into a
meaningful shape.” For example, one may not carve a piece of
melon in the shape of a flower or a piece of cake in the shape of
a letter. Also, one may not mold a tuna or egg salad in the shape
of a fish.

[Concerning cutting open food that was previously molded in
a figure, or cake that has an inscription on top, see p. 48-50.]

lﬂ Rabbi Reuven Spolter, Young Israel of Oak Park




