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e) Why wet cloth is different from Kevashim

According to Tosafist (Kesubos;6a) and many other commentaries (see H
below), squeezing a wet cloth or sponge to expel dirty water or colored wine is
forbidden under Mefarek. In some cases, the act of squeezing can be Mefarek
M’deoraisa (e.g. if the absorbed liquid is desired). They maintain this view, even
though it could be reasoned that wet fabric is similar to Kevashim, as it is not a
class of fruits to which S’chitah applies, and moreover, the absorbed liquid is
not natural to the cloth.”™ Saturated fabrics are unlike Kevashim according to
both views stated above (d) for the following reasons:

o 1: Unlike Kevashim, liquids that became absorbed into a cloth retain their
"drink" status.

e 2: Absorbing liquids is one of the functional uses of a cloth.

e) Washing dishes with a sponge or washcloth

One may not use a sponge or cloth for washing dishes on Shabbos or Yom
Tov because the scrubbing exerts pressure on the sponge, and inevitably causes
the absorbed water to be squeezed out. Even gentle wiping (e.g. when slowly
wiping a counter or table top) is forbidden to be done with a wet sponge, because
the need to grip the sponge while wiping will inevitably cause S’chitah at the
point where one’s fingers grasp the soft sponge material.'®

e-1) A sponge made with a handle or vinyl backing

It is forbidden to wash dishes with a sponge even if the sponge is fashioned
Wlth a hndle or a vinyl backing. 121 The pressure of scrubbing inevitably causes
>~ the absorbed liquid to become extracted from the sponge, which
. 2 is an act of S’ chitah, the Toldah of Dosh. (Causing any Melocho
vmnyBacked Sponge CONSEQUENCE tO occur inevitably is prohibited under the
principle of P sik Reisha, see SECTION TWO, Chapter
II; A)
s Notwithstanding the above, there is a Halachic
distinction between a sponge with a handle, and one
without. While vigorous rubbing or scrubbing is forbidden with any sponge,
gentle wiping is permitted with a wet sponge held by a handle or even a vinyl
backing. Gentle wiping is permitted because there is no need to grip the delicate
wet sponge material during the wiping, hence there is no certainty that squeezing
will occur.'?
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e-3) Scrubbing dishes with a sponge or cloth underwater

One may not wash dishes with a sponge or cloth, even if the scrubbing is
done while the sponge is completely submerged, e.g. the dishes are being
scrubbed in a tub of water. The fact that water squeezed from the sponge is
instantly reabsorbed does not revoke the initial act of $’chitah.'*

f) Washing with a bottle brush

Brushes whose fibers are dense and soft may not be used for scrubbing when
wet, as they are subject to S’chitah.'” However, if the bristles are of stiff,
synthetic material and are sparse enough not to hold water, then brushing is
permitted. The same is true of plastic-mesh or wire-mesh pads whose fibers or
coils are thin and whose netting is widely spaced.'*®

1: Why S’chitah does not apply with very stiff brushes

S’chitah does not apply in these cases, because by definition, S’chitah can
only occur when an absorbed liquid is extracted from a solid. If the liquid was
merely trapped, but never truly absorbed (as is the case with widely spaced bristle
brushes and fiber-mesh pads) then the removal of the liquid is not an act of
S’chitah, but is more comparable to an act of pouring, which is not a Melocho.'?’

2: If the bristles and fibers are soft and dense

However, if the bristles, fibers, etc. are closely packed, they become
Halachically identical to sponges and fabric cloths and may not be used.

» Example:

One may not wash or wipe a surface with steel wool. (Also see Me-
machaik regarding restrictions on dry steel wool.)128

3: Measuring the absorption of brushes and pads

One can easily test a brush or plastic pad by immersing it in water before
Shabbos and observing whether water drains out readily as it is removed. If the
water drains out quickly, using the brush or pad is permitted. (One need not be
concerned about residual droplets that cling naturally to the bristles and fibers.
This is not a sign of absorption, but is merely characteristic of what occurs to
wet glass or any wet non-absorbent surface due to surface tension).'*

lﬂ Rabbi Reuven Spolter, Young Israel of Oak Park
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) =Pw3 MATD (Squeezing or shampooing wet hair)

One whose hair became wet may not squeeze it to extract the water on
Shabbos because this resembles Mefarek. One may likewise not shampoo one’s
hair on Shabbos because the lathering action is Mefarek.'”’

However, there is nothing wrong with wetting one’s hair as long as one is
careful not to squeeze the hair.'”®

1: Drying one’s hair on Shabbos

One should not vigorously shake one’s head to force out the water because
this action is a form of S’chitah (see also Melabain, Chapter III; D).!®

However, one may dry one’s hair by tightly wrapping a towel on the hair to
absorb the wetness (even though the pressure of the wrapping will help force the
water from the hair). This method is permitted because the water from the hair
is instantly absorbed and rendered useless. This factor, together with a
combination of other Halachic considerations, is the basis for permitting one to
wrap and dry the wet hair in the manner described above.'”

m) Using a toothbrush on Shabbos

One may not brush his teeth on Shabbos with a wet toothbrush because many
of these brushes are made with fine bristles that are densely packed and are
therefore similar to the texture of natural hair. Brushing with a wet toothbrush
invariably involves pressing and thus squeezing the wet bristles of the toothbrush
against the teeth. It may be comparable in this respect to squeezing wet hair,
which as mentioned earlier (1, above), is forbidden on Shabbos.'®® However, a
dry toothbrush may be used,'®' provided that the brushing is done gently, and
will not inevitably cause one’s gums to bleed (see Shochait, C/a).

In any case, one may not rinse the brush afterwards if it will not be used again
on Shabbos (Hachono)."” Use of toothpaste is forbidden because of
Memarayach1 8 (see Memachaik,E/b-1 ).
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