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Those Were tie

702

Read Shmot Chapter 16.

Pay close attention to verse 3. How would you explain it in light of what

you know about the time the Jews spent in Egypt?

Creative Memury?
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R. Eliezer the Moda’ite said: The Israelites were slaves to kings in Egypt;
they went forth to the market, helped themselves to bread, meat and fish

and what you will and no one said them nay. They went forth to the
fields, helped themselves to grapes, figs and pomegranates and no one
said them nay.1 (Mekhilta)
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The Israelites were enslaved in Egypt for eighty years. During that time
the Egyptians would go into the desert and catch a ram or deer, slaughter
it and make a pot-roast of it with the Israelites looking on but not tasting,
as it is stated: “when we sat by the fleshpots and we did eat bread in
plenty”. It does not say. ‘“when we did eat from the flesh-pots™, “when
we sat by the flesh-pots”. They had to eat their bread without meat.
(Shemot Rabbah)
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Why did they lie by saying ‘“when we sat by the flesh-pots™? Surely they
had been burdened with bricks? But it is the manner of the poor man to
say, I wined and dined handsomely with so-and-so when he didn’t even
exchange a word with him, just in order to prompt others to give him.
(Hemdat Ha-yamim)
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The Test of the Mevme
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Whether they will keep the precepts connected therewith neither to leave

over nor to go out to gather on the Sabbath.
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It was a great trial for them to have no alternative, to enter a great wilder-
ness with no possibility of food other than the manna coming down daily
and melting in the heat of the sun. They hungered for it intensely (being
totally dependent on it). Notwithstanding they did all this in loyal obe-
dience to the command of God. He could have led them through the
cities round about but deliberately put them to this test, because by this
He would know that they would always keep faith with Him.
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“That I may prove him whether he will walk in My Law” — when he

will be provided for without pain.
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“That I may prove him”. — Since bread-from-Heaven required no pre-
paration they will have leisure time enough for everything and I will then

see if they use it “‘to walk in My Law or not”.
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“That I may prove him”: since every day they would depend for their
sustenance on Me. .. (Rashbam)
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““A day’s portion every day”’: He who created day created its sustenance.
From here R. Eliezer the Moda‘ite was wont to say: Whosoever has the
wherewithal for today and says, What shall I eat on the morrow, shows

alack of faith, as it is stated: *‘that I may prove him whether he will walk
in My law”.
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