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Max Fisher Dies at 96
20:18 Mar 06, '05 / 25 Adar 5765
Max Fisher, "perhaps the single most important lay person in the American Jewish community," said the late U.S. Senator
Jacob Javits, died in his home on Thursday at the age of 96. Forbes magazine's annual ranking of the nation's 400 wealthiest
individuals in 2004 estimated Fisher's fortune at $775 million – and he poured most of it back into Jewish and other philanthropy.
Co-founder of the Aurora Gasoline company, which became one of the largest independent oil companies in the Midwest,
he retired from business in 1963 to devote most of his time to fund raising and philanthropy. As head of the United Jewish
Appeal, he orchestrated an international campaign for Israel after the 1967 Arab-Israeli war. He also headed the Council of
Jewish Federations and the American Jewish Committee, and was solicited for advice and help on Israeli issues by several
U.S. Presidents.
Fisher made his first visit to Israel in 1954, and suggested to then-Finance Minister Levi Eshkol that the country's financial
situation might be improved by stemming the flow of immigration. Fisher said he never forgot Eshkol's answer:
"Every Jew in Israel remembers how 6 million fellow Jews died under Hitler because they had no place to go. Even if you
don't give us another dime, no Jew is ever going to add to that 6 million. Israel may go under, but one thing we'll never do:
We will never close the gates... Israel exists so Jews may exist."
Fisher learned the lesson well. Jewish Agency Chairman Salai Meridor said that Fisher "was the determining factor in the
decision to put Aliyah to Israel at the top of the agenda following the opening of the gates of the Soviet Union. In his merit,
a million Jews came to Israel instead of going elsewhere."
Meridor called him the "greatest of Diaspora Jewry leaders since the establishment of the State."
Fisher was influential in convincing the Nixon administration to send emergency help to Israel during the Yom Kippur War
in 1973. Nixon did not rush to answer Israeli Prime Minister Golda Meir's plea for arms and aircraft, and Fisher told him, "I
have worked hard for you and I never have asked anything for myself, but I'm asking you now. Please send the Israelis what
they need. You can't let them be destroyed."
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