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A gala parade marking the ratification of the Constitution, held in Phila-
delphia on July 4, 1788, celebrated this achievement. It presented, marching
together in one division, “the clergy of the different christian denominations,
with the rabbi of the Jews [probably Jacob R. Cohen], walking arm in arm.”
The famed physician Dr. Benjamin Rush, who witnessed the unprecedented
spectacle, wrote that this first-ever ecumenical parade “was a most delightful
sight. There could not have been a more happy emblem contrived, of that
section of the new constitution, which opens all its powers and offices alike,
not only to every sect of christians, but to worthy men of every religion.”
Though it apparently escaped his notice, when the ceremony concluded,
Jews ate separately at a special kosher table prepared on their behalf. Reflect-
ing English custom, this public expression of Jewish ritual behavior (even,
one assumes, on the part of those who were not always so scrupulous) effec-
tively defined the boundaries of interreligious relations from the synagogue-
community’s official perspective. Much as Jewish leaders rejoiced at the
“equal footing™ that brought them politically into step with Christians under
the banner of the Constitution, they exercised their right to eat apart, follow-
ing the precepts of their faith, formulated to help preserve Jews as a group.™
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