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Source 1: Melachim Chapter 2
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of Yehoyada went up, and fell upon him, and slew him: and

he was buried in his own house in the wilderness.

Source 2: Sanhedrin 49a
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Source 3: Shmuel I Chapter 22
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Sha'ul said to him, Why have you conspired against me, thou
and the son of Yishay in that thou hast given him bread, and
a sword, and hast inquired of Gop for him, that he should rise
against me, to lie in wait, as at this day? Then Ahimelekh
answered the king, and said, And who is so faithful among all thy
servants as David, who is the king's son in law, and gives
heed at thy bidding, and is honourable in thy house ? Did I then
begin to inquire of Gob for him? be it far from me: let not the
king impute any thing to his servant, nor to all the house of
my father: for thy servant knew nothing of all this, less or
more. And the king said, Thou shalt surely die, Ahimelekh,
thou, and all thy father’s house. And the king said to the run-
ners that stood about him, Turn, and slay the priests of the
LORD; because their hand also is with David, and because they
knew when he fled, and did not reveal it to me. But the ser-
vants of the king would not put forth their hand to fall upon
the priests of the LoRrb. And the king said to Do’eg, Turn
thou, and fall upon the priests. And Do'eg the Edomite turned,
and he fell upon the priests, and slew on that day eighty five per-
sons that did wear a linen efod. And Nov, the city of the priests,
he smote with the edge of the sword, both men and women,
children and sucklings, and oxen, and asses, and sheep, with
the edge of the sword.
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Source 4: Shmuel II Chapter 3
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Then said the king to
‘Amasa, Muster to me the men of Yehuda within three days,
and be thou here present. So ‘Amasa went to muster the men
of Yehuda: but he was later than the set time which he had
assigned to him. And David said to Avishay, Now shall
Sheva the son of Bikhri do us more harm than did Avshalom :
take thou thy lord’s servants, and pursue after him, lest he get
himself fortified cities, and escape us. And there went out
after him Yo’av’'s men, and the Kereti and the Peleti, and all
the warriors: and they went out of Yerushalayim, to pursue
after Sheva the son of Bikhri. When they were at the great
stone which is in Giv'on, ‘Amasa went before them. And
Yo’av was girded with coat, his usual garment, and upon it a
girdle with a sword fastened upon his loins in its sheath; and
as he went forth it fell out. And Yo'av said to ‘Amasa,
Art thou well, my brother? And Yo’av took ‘Amasa by the
beard with the right hand to kiss him. But ‘Amasa took no
heed of the sword that was in Yo’av's hand: so he smote him
with it in the belly, and shed out his bowels to the ground, and
he struck him not again ; and he died.

10

" PYIIREY e T
P RERY TN Ty T T oy N TN
Tann 'mn -m: -rmm'm i -r-n-:vnx
m‘w:&-m "33 y:w u’v vy nhy vwms-lm 1
oy © xynTi YN qw T vIIy-n mp 'mx
’mrn Ry ’wm mrm Wy ~umr ‘m'-n m-m:
13 y:w ’-u-m q-n‘7 c‘vwwr: yn nﬂnn-‘m »n%s-n
N3 xwmn m::u: wx -r‘mz-r JaRTOY oh $153
-‘w n-mm M mn 1‘7::7 fab 1721 30 28/ u-ms‘-;
axy ﬂmm L>sm Ry m-n -1-um: Ry
mm:v pr:: INXD PR M M N m‘aw-t ngvfy
:m’-'v: 'WDN M3 'mw:'x‘v xwmn .ﬁB-vw:’v
1’7 -uw-n‘vx Y wr: Ten wnm-%x 3 i
N

aT=

Source 5: Rambam Laws of Kings
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The observant soldier and disengagement

Israel can withstand the evacuation of settlers from Gaza; it cannot withstand a civil war

My government voted to “disengage” - to
leave Gaza and to dismantle the settlements
of Gush Katif, forcing more than 8,000 citi-
zens of Israel to leave their homes. I feel their
pain; after all, I too am a proud settler-citi-
zen, feeling a profound connection to every
meter of land of Efrat, to every brick of
Jerusalem stone, to every tree and flower.

Our parents, in-laws and many of our sib-
lings live in Efrat, our children have built
their homes and established their lives in
Efrat, our grand-children have grown up in
Efrat, and our dead lie in the cemetery of
Efrat. And I cannot deny the possibility that
what happens in Gush Katif could just as
easily happen in Efrat.

I am not one of those settlers who believe
in Greater Israel or who maintain that the
Land is not ours to give away.

Israel has the right to arrive at a decision
regarding its borders. After all, did not King
Solomon give up 20 cities in the Galilee to
King Hiram of Tyre? Did not Rabbi Yohanan
ben Zakkai give up Jerusalem in order to
secure from Vespasian the city of Yavneh

“and its Sanhedrin?

Hence, great religio-legal authorities like
Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik and Hacham
Ovadia have accepted the halachic possibil-
ity of the government ceding parts of the
land of Israel.

Moreover, 1 even believe in a two-state
solution. In the Greater Israel model, we
would have to give Palestinians the right to

vote, for we could not treat a minority in our
state any differently from the way in which
we wished to be treated when we were a
stateless minority. And if that were to hap-
pen, demography would soon turn Greater
Israel into Greater Palestine.

Every individual has the right to be free;
no nation ought to rule over another people
which does not wish to be ruled by it. So, 1
wish to see a Palestinian state which is free —
but not one which is free to destroy us.

Establishing such a state is tantamount to
suicide, an act which is psychopathic when
executed by an individual and certainly by a
nation. And I believe that Natan Sharansky
proves conclusively in his new book The
Case for Democracy that any nation which
doesn’t give its own people freedom and
individual human rights will never give its
neighbor the opportunity to be free from
fear of attack and destruction.

Therefore, I must ask my government a
numoer of agonizing questions:

e Why did you not link disengagement
from Gush Katif to certain parallel steps of
democracy  within  the  Palestinian
Authority? Even President George W. Bush
linked Palestinian statehood to democratic
rule in his speech of June 24, 2002.

* Why did you not demand the unequiv-
ocal removal of the PLO Charter’s avowal of
Israel’s destruction before agreeing to dis-
mantle Gush Katif?

¢ Why do you not consider unilateral dis-
engagement another prize for terrorism?

¢ And if indeed the Palestinian Authority

is perceived to be “democratizing” itself and
granting fundamental human rights to its
citizens, why must a Palestinian state be
Judenrein?

Palestinians in Israel have the right to vote,
to have freedom of expression, to be elected
to the Knesset. Were we to expel the Arabs of
Israel, we would legitimately be condemned
for ethnic cleansing, excoriated by the world
as well as by all freedom-loving Israelis.

Why is it not ethnic cleansing when
Palestinian authorities demand that Jews be
exiled from their communities — areas which
in 1967 were mostly no man’s land?

¢ Above all, why was such a destructively
divisive decision — taken despite its rejection
by the Likud’s central body of leadership -
not ratified by a national referendum?

Having asked my questions, I am nonethe-
less committed to carrying out the decisions
of the democratic government of Israel. [ am
unalterably opposed to those rabbinic voices
that call on IDF soldiers to refuse military
orders of evacuation, claiming that such
orders are against absolute Torah law.

I humbly insist that this is not the case;
that Torah law grants the right to the sover-
eign state of Israel to determine its borders,
and that a call to refusal on religious grounds
is tantamount to a call to civil war. Israel can
withstand the evacuation of settlers from
Gaza; it cannot withstand a civil war.

At the same time, according to many
authorities the Bible itself does grant the
individual soldier a “right-of-conscience”
deferment from military service, provided

that the military directive is not within the
context of a defensive war against an enemy
out to destroy us.

Hence, if a soldier is “afraid or tender-
hearted,” he may return to his home
(Deuteronomy 20:8); and the medieval
commentators Ibn Ezra and Rabbeinu
Bahya interpret these words to mean
“whether he is ‘afraid’ to inflict hurt
upon another {(human being} or "tender-
hearted’ because he himself may be hurt
by the other.”

Such an individual “right-of-conscience”
deferment has nothing to do with a reli-
gious, halachic refusal. Our Bible respects
the rights of a conscientious objector above
the military - as long as the war is not a
matter of life-and-death survival for the
nation at that time.

Hence I urge my students and congre-
gants who serve in the IDF to carry out the
military orders of evacuation, though they
do with heavy hearts and tears streaming
down their cheeks.

But if they truly believe, on an individual
level, that they cannot bring themselves to
do so, and they are willing to even suffer a
penalty rather than evacuate others (who
may be their relatives), then Halacha
respects such an individual decision.

The government ought to respect such a
personally motivated decision as one of the
rights granted in a truly democratic country.

The writer is chief rabbi of Efrat, a settlemnent
in the Gush Etzion bloc in Judea.
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Source 6: Kaftor Hapele — by Rabbi Shaul Bar Ilan
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