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Did you believe that the Sinai Peninsula (which Israel returned to Egypt over 20 years ago)
was part of the Land of Israel? Why?
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How do we determine what land belongs to the Land of Israel? How should we define the
Land of Israel? What basis are we using to make that determination?

Source 1: Genesis Chapter 15
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And he said to Avram, Know surely that thy seed 13
shall be a stranger in a land that is not theirs, and shall serve ¥
them; and they shall afflict them four hundred years; and also 14 N
that nation, whom they shall serve, will I judge: and afterwards
shall they come out with great substance. And thou shalt go to 15
thy fathers in peace; thou shalt be buried in a good old age.
But in the fourth generation they shall come back here, for the 16
iniquity of the Emori is not yet full. And it came to pass, that, 17
when the sun went down, and it was dark, behold a smoking
furnace, and a burning torch that passed between those pieces.
In the same day the Lorp made a covenant with Avram, saying, 18
To thy seed have I given this land, from the river of Mizrayim
to the great river, the river Perat: the Qeni, and the Qenizzi, 19
and the Qadmoni, and the Hitti, and the Perizzi, and the Refa’im, 20
and the Emori, and the Kena'ani, and the Girgashi, and the 21
Yevusi.

Ecbatana in Syria (Herodotus, Ill, Sec
Samatla Batanas/Baghan Region
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Source 2: Numbers Chapter 34
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Cama | | border to the east shall be the edge of the Dead Sea.

4 The border shall then turn to pass to, the south of the
Akrabim Steps. It shall then pass toward Tzin with its

| | southernmost point at Kadesh Barnea, and then extend
|| to Chatzar Adar and reach as far as Atzmon.

5 From Atzmon the border shall turn [north] and follow
the Egyptian Wadis which shall be its far boundary to
the west.

(| 6 The western boundary shall be the Mediterranean Sea
and [itsl shores. This shall be your western border.

[| 7 This shall be your northern boundary. From the Medi-
| | terranean Sea, draw a line to Hor Mountain.

8 From Hor Mountain draw a line along the Chamath
Highway, so that the extreme edge of the boundary is
toward Tzedad.

9 The border shall then extend through Zifron, with its
extreme end at Chatzar Eynan. This shall be your north-
ern border.

10 For your eastern boundary, you shall draw a line from
Chatzar Eynan to Sheflm.

11 The boundary shall then run southward from Shefam
to Rivlah to the east of Eyin. Continuing to the south,
the boundary shall run along the eastern shore of the
Kinnereth Sea.

_ 12 The boundary shall then continue south along the

f . Jordan, continuing until the Dead Sea. All these shall be
( your boundaries on all sides.
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‘ Source 4: Mishnah Gittin 1:1 ‘
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One who brings a bill of divorce from outside of
the Land of Israel, must say, “Before me it was
written, and before me it was signed.” Rabbi
Gamliel says, even someone who brings it from
Rekem and Cheger. Rabbi Eliezer says, even
from Kfar Ludim to Lud. And the rabbis say,
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only one who brings [the bill] from truly outside Israel, or to there....
...Rabbi Yehudah says, from Rekem to the east [is considered outside] and Rekem is
like the east. From Ashkelon and south, and Ashkelon is like the south. From Acco to
the north, and Acco is like the north. Rabbi Meir says, Acco is considered like the land

of Israel for bills of divorce....

Source 5: Babylonian Talmud Kesuvos 112a
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Rabbi Abba kissed the stones of Acco (to symbolize his

entrance into the Land of Israel), Rabbi Hiyya bar Gamda would roll in its dust.
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Maimonides Laws of Terumot
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The land of Israel spoken
about in all places is in the
lands that the king of Israel
or the prophet conquers
with the knowledge of all Is-
rael, and this is called, “The
conquest of the masses.”
But, if an individual or a
family or a tribe that went
and conquered for them-
selves — even a place from
the Land given to Abraham
— that is not called the Land
of Israel with respect to the
mitzvot. For this reason,
Joshua divided all of the
Land of Israel into tribes,
even though it was not yet

conquered, so that it would not be the conquering of an individual when each tribe

would go and conquer its portion.

Any place that those who came up from Egypt took control of and became sanctified

with the first sanctification — once those people were exiled, the holiness was nullified.
This is because the first sanctification, because it was only through conquering, was a
temporary sanctification, and not one that applied for the future as well. When the peo-
ple of the [Babylonian] exile rose up and took control of part of the Land, they sancti-
fied it with a second holiness that stands forever — for their time and for the future.
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Shiur by Rav Arieli — Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshivat Beit El
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