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Rabi Yosi the son of Rabi Chanina said: “Amen” has in it [the connotation for] an oath, the acceptance of
things, or confirmation of a thing. An oath, as is written (Bamidbar 5): “And the woman shall say,
‘Amen, amen!’” The acceptance of things, as is written (Devarim 27):”Cursed be he who will not uphold
the terms of this Teaching and observe them. — And all the people shall say, Amen.” Confirmation of a
thing, as is written (Yirmiyahu 28): “The prophet Yirmiyahu said: ‘Amen! May the Lord do so!”’”
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“Amen” has in it [the connotation for] an oath. He who answers
“Amen” after an oath, it is as if he uttered the oath from his [own]
mouth. The acceptance of things. One who says to his friend: “In or-

der so that you will fulfill for me this condition,” and he (the friend) says DD O 3N o9 bap b
“Amen”, he (the friend) accepted his words and must fulfill his condi- ih posh ", 53T Mnh 13
tion. Confirmation of a thing. It is appropriate to answer “Amen” on a ES AR Spby oiop 937 Yo
bit of prayer and supplication, for it is the language of me ‘amen the fop s Hop omam b
things, that it should be [His] will that it will be true. . 1ob |nh oEhd vk : o pob
Talmud Shabbat 119b and Rashi DR YN (WO NAW RN @

903 T2NDT AR NI IN AN 507NN

M7 DR MPMD PIDI 1 71973 BY 2NN SN My Inea® R w1 b Py 1o

2131 PYMB PYIDD RO 2NDH Pome T Ay Sepaw 13 20 BN JIY YR N3N I3 RS0

YIND® NI P13 P O prmd v 533 e mnpa 95 @S pmtmrenm yrd 2° onn

TSR ONDF IR QTR NOR DN W PN ON* DMEN mw P Nan omp
N3 e S oNavn

Rabi Yehoshua ben Levi? Said: Anyone who answers “Amen, Y he Shmei Raba Mevorach” with all his
strength, his decree is torn, as it says (Shoftim 5): “When locks go untrimmed in Israel, when people dedi-
cate themselves — Bless the Lord!” What is the explanation for “when locks go untrimmed?”” Because they
blessed God. Rabi Chiya bar Abba said in the name of Rabi Yochanan: Even if he has a trace of avodah
zarah, he is forgiven. . . .

Rabi Shimon ben Lakish said: Anyone who answers “Amen” with all his strength, the gates of Gan Eden
open for him, as it says (Yeshayahu 26): “Open the gates, and let a righteous nation enter, [a nation] that
keeps faith.” Don’t read it “that keeps faith”, rather [read it] “that say ‘Amen’”. What is “Amen”? Rabi
Chanina said: A faithful, powerful King.

A faithful, powerful King. So one testifies on his Creator, that He is 5
a Faithful, Powerful King. s by Ten P Lrh P
dinby Pn 36 Pp
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The benefit of this commandment is very great. For if the words of
the Torah had come to us only through the mouth of Moses, even
though his prophecy was verified with signs and wonders, yet if there
[were to] arise in the midst of us a prophet or a dreamer of dreams®®
and he were to command us [to do] the opposite of what the Torah
commanded us, and he [were to] give us a sign or wonder,® then a
doubt would enter the people’s hearts. But since the Torah reaches us
from the mouth of the Almighty to our ears, and our eyes behold that
there is no intermediary, we will reject anyone who differs and who
casts doubt [upon the words of the Torah] and will declare him to be
false. No sign will help him, nor will any wonder save him from death
at our hands for we know his falsehood. It is this which He stated there
[before the Revelation], and they may also believe in thee [Moses]
forever,’® for when we shall also transmit the matter [of the
Revelation] to our children they will know that the thing was true
without doubt as if all the generations had seen it, for we would not
testify falsely to our children to cause them to inherit vanity and things
wherein there is mo profit,> and they will not doubt at all the
testimony we will give them. Instead they will believe for a certainty
that all of us saw it with our eyes, and likewise [they will believe] all
that we told them.
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now, thou who studiest this my Treatise, that belief is not the notion
K that is uttered, but the notion that is represented in the soul when it
has been averred of it that it is in fact just as it has been represented.
If you belong to those who are satisfied with expressing in speech the opinions
that are correct or that you deem to be correct, without representing them
to yourself and believing them, and still less without seeking certain knowl-
edge regarding them, you take a very easy road. In accordance with this,
you will find many stupid people holding to beliefs to which, in their
representation, they do not attach any meaning whatever.
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the miracles which are daily with us”; we must learn how to |

which the Lord did . . . and the people feared the Lord . . . and
believed in the Lord” (Exodus 14:31). We must learn how to see

prepared, as an uncarned surprise. Faith is preceded by awe, by acts
In the story of the Red Sea we read: “Isracl saw the great wo

Faith does not come into being out of nothing.
of amazement at things that we appreherd but

There is no faith at first sight. A faith that comes inte t
butterdy is ephemeral. He who is swift to beileve i swalt o £

NO FAITH AT FIRST SIGHT
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, in order to attain the insights of faith.
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Heschel’s
God in Search of Man,
pp- 152-157
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To know if we are obligated to investigate the One-
ness deeply or not, to say, that all who can investi-
gate this topic and similar intellectual issues must
investigate them according to his ability. . .

And one who avoids investigation is disgraceful, and
he is considered one who is “shortened” in wisdom
and deed, and he is likened to a sick person who is
expert in his sickness, and in his cure, he relies on the
doctor to heal him with any number of cures, and he
is lazy and doesn’t use his wisdom to investigate the
doctor’s cures to know if he has chosen the correct
one or not. The Torah already obligated us in this, as
is written (Devarim 4:39) “Know therefore this day

and keep in mind, etc.”
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