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 Rambam’s Intro to Perek Helek ם לפרק חלק“הקדמת הרמב
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The Letter about the Resurrection of the Dead מאמר תחית המתים שעב 
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 Guide of the Perplexed II:28 כח:מורה הנבוכים ג

The Letter about the Resurrection of the Dead מאמר תחית המתים שסב 

 Guide of the Perplexed II:29 כט:מורה הנבוכים ג
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    MISHNAH. THE MIRACLE OF THE RAINFALL9 IS MENTIONED IN THE BENEDICTION OF THE RES-
URRECTION, AND THE PETITION10 FOR RAIN IN THE BENEDICTION OF THE YEARS, AND HABDALAH11 
IN ‘THAT GRACIOUSLY GRANTEST KNOWLEDGE’.12 R. AKIBA SAYS: HE SAYS IT AS A FOURTH BLESS-
ING13 BY ITSELF; R. ELIEZER SAYS: IT IS SAID IN THE THANKSGIVING BENEDICTION.14 
    GEMARA. THE MIRACLE OF THE RAINFALL etc. What is the reason? — R. Joseph said: Because it is put 
on a level with the resurrection of the dead, therefore it was inserted in the benediction of the resurrection. 
    THE PETITION FOR RAIN IN THE BENEDICTION OF THE YEARS. What is the reason? — R. Joseph said: 
Because [the petition] refers to sustenance, therefore it was inserted in the benediction of sustenance. 

 Brachot 33a .ברכות לג

The Letter about the Resurrection of the Dead מאמר תחית המתים שסז 
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 Laws of Teshuva Chap. 3 הלכות תשובה פרק ג 9
6) The following types of people have no share in the 
World to Come, and are cut off, destroyed and excom-
municated for ever on account of their very great sins 
and wickedness: An infidel; a heretic; one who denies 
the Torah; one who denies that there will be a Resur-
rection; one who denies that there will be a Redemp-
tion; one who converts from Judaism; one who causes a 
lot of people to sin; one who withdraws from commu-
nal ways; one who publicly sins in a defiant way like 
Jehoiakim did; an informer [against Jews]; one who 
instills fear in the congregation but not in the Name of 
God; a murderer; one who relates loshan ho'rah; and 
one who pulls back his foreskin [in order to cover his 
brit milah]. 

7) Five types of people are classified as infidels: One 
who says that there is no God and that there never has 
been a Leader; one who admits that there is a Leader 
but that there is more than one; one who admits that 
there is a single God but that He has a body and form; 
one who says that God is not the first and that He did 
not create everything; and one who worships a star or 
constellation in order for there to be an advocate be-
tween himself and God. Each of these opinions counts 
as infidelity. 

8) There are three types of heretic: One who says that 
there is no Prophecy at all and that there is no knowl-
edge given by God to men; one who refutes the Proph-
ecy of Moses; and one who says that God doesn't know 
the actions of men. There are three types of people who 
deny the Torah: One who says that the Torah is not 
Divine (even if he says this bout just one sentence or 
word) and says that Moses wrote the Torah by himself; 
one who denies the explanations of the Torah, i.e. the 
Oral Law, and refutes its preachers in the way that Zad-
dok and Baysoth did; and one who says that God sub-
stituted one mitzvah for another and invalidated the 
Torah, even if it was from God, in the way that Jesuites 
and Hagarites do. All of these opinions deny the Torah. 

People who do any of these things do not have a share 
in the World To Come if they died without having 
repented, but if they had returned from their wicked-
ness and repented before dying they will receive a 
share in the World To Come, for there are no sins for 
which repentance does not atone. 
Even if one had denied everything throughout one's life but in the end repented on will still get a share in the World To 
Come, as it is written, "`Peace, peace, both for far and near', says the Lord, `and I will heal him'". All wicked people, 
opposers and others, who repented, whether publicly or privately, still get a share in the World To Come, as it is writ-
ten, "Return, faithless children, et cetera" - even if one is still faithless and one repented privately and not publicly, one 
will enter the World To Come in a state of repentance. 
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