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But while the miracles accomplished by means of nature’s established
ordinances, will endure an indefinite time and be also reiterated, those
which appertain altogether to the supernatural, can neither last nor be
frequently repeated; for in that case they might awaken a doubt as to
their true emanation; thus, by way of example: if the rod of Moses had
remained a serpent, we might have suspected its having been so always,
and by pure delusion having appeared once otherwise; consequently the
miracle was proved genuine only when the serpent became again in the
hand of the man of God a simple rod. Thus likewise, if the earth which
opened itself to engulf the seditious Korah and his adherents had left its
chasm continually visible, the miracle would have been incomplete and
doubtful, but when it was closed so as to leave no perceptible trace of its
disruption, the reality of the wonder was rendered obvious to all. The
same argument will hold good touching the division of the Red Sea. That
portentous event was perfected when, “toward the morn the sea resumed
its course.” The reasons hitherto adduced show us as a fact that a miracle
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As for ourselves, we are averse to admit an inversion of the order of
nature, and allow those to believe it, who ever they may be, who are
unable to discriminate between marvelous events, which happened
because indispensable in the dealings of the Lord with his redeemed
people, or because necessary to accredit a prophet, and the sublunary
occurrences, fixed by the law of the Creator, which continue unaltered.
Thus have written our Sages “The world proceeds in a regular manner,”
and on other occasions “Miracles serve not as a criterion.” Influenced by
the same idea, Solomon declared that “whatsoever God doeth shall be
for ever; nothing can be put to it, nor anything taken from it.” It is, then,
proved that natural incidents follow an even course precisely as we
explained in our “Teacher of the Perplexed,” when speaking of the
creation.
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Now the works of the deity are most perfect, and with regard to them there
is no possibility of an excess or a deficiency. Accordingly they are of necessity
permanently established as they are, for there is no possibility of something
calling for a change in them. He has also, as it were, stated an end for what

Guide of the Perplexed I1:29 WS:A QI M

I have said that a thing does not change its nature in such a way that
the change is permanent merely in order to be cautious with regard to the
miracles. For although the rod was turned into a serpent, the water into
blood, and the pure and noble hand became white® without a natural
cause that necessitated this, these and similar things were not permanent
and did not become another nature. But as they, may their memory be
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the Bible, for as we have observed in the “Teacher of the Perplexed,” the
truth that the Almighty Being brought forth the universe out of un-
created matter, is a sufficient evidence of His ability to alter nature at his
will, and consequently of the authenticity of miracles. Wherefore we are
not at all justified in supposing that the words of the prophet which are
so very explicit, bear a hidden sense, notwithstanding that we are forced
to do so, when the Deity is represented in a corporeal form.

However, there may be some who agree that a resurrection will take
place, but deny the reunion of body and soul, inasmuch as the oc-
currence is inconceivable to the human mind; but then they must needs
for the same reason, reject all the miracles chronicled in Holy Writ, by
which they would place themselves beyond the pale of Judaism. For
whosoever believes that God has created the world out of nothing, must
concede the possibility of miracles, and surely no one can style himself a
follower of Abraham and Moses who doubts that verity. Resting upon
the solidity of this argument, we have numbered the resurrection of the
dead among the essential creeds of our religion, and chosen the two @
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MISHNAH. THE MIRACLE OF THE RAINFALL9 IS MENTIONED IN THE BENEDICTION OF THE RES-
URRECTION, AND THE PETITION10 FOR RAIN IN THE BENEDICTION OF THE YEARS, AND HABDALAHI11
IN ‘THAT GRACIOUSLY GRANTEST KNOWLEDGE’.12 R. AKIBA SAYS: HE SAYS IT AS A FOURTH BLESS-
ING13 BY ITSELF; R. ELIEZER SAYS: IT IS SAID IN THE THANKSGIVING BENEDICTION.14

GEMARA. THE MIRACLE OF THE RAINFALL etc. What is the reason? — R. Joseph said: Because it is put
on a level with the resurrection of the dead, therefore it was inserted in the benediction of the resurrection.

THE PETITION FOR RAIN IN THE BENEDICTION OF THE YEARS. What is the reason? — R. Joseph said:
Because [the petition] refers to sustenance, therefore it was inserted in the benediction of sustenance.
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Laws of Teshuva Chap. 3
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6) The following types of people have no share in the
World to Come, and are cut off, destroyed and excom-
municated for ever on account of their very great sins
and wickedness: An infidel; a heretic; one who denies
the Torah; one who denies that there will be a Resur-
rection; one who denies that there will be a Redemp-
tion; one who converts from Judaism; one who causes a
lot of people to sin; one who withdraws from commu-
nal ways; one who publicly sins in a defiant way like
Jehoiakim did; an informer [against Jews]; one who
instills fear in the congregation but not in the Name of
God; a murderer; one who relates loshan ho'rah; and
one who pulls back his foreskin [in order to cover his
brit milah].

7) Five types of people are classified as infidels: One
who says that there is no God and that there never has
been a Leader; one who admits that there is a Leader
but that there is more than one; one who admits that
there is a single God but that He has a body and form;
one who says that God is not the first and that He did
not create everything; and one who worships a star or
constellation in order for there to be an advocate be-
tween himself and God. Each of these opinions counts
as infidelity.

8) There are three types of heretic: One who says that
there is no Prophecy at all and that there is no knowl-
edge given by God to men; one who refutes the Proph-
ecy of Moses; and one who says that God doesn't know
the actions of men. There are three types of people who
deny the Torah: One who says that the Torah is not
Divine (even if he says this bout just one sentence or
word) and says that Moses wrote the Torah by himself;
one who denies the explanations of the Torabh, i.e. the
Oral Law, and refutes its preachers in the way that Zad-
dok and Baysoth did; and one who says that God sub-
stituted one mitzvah for another and invalidated the
Torah, even if it was from God, in the way that Jesuites
and Hagarites do. All of these opinions deny the Torah.

DOTRIRY D°N723 RI® XD 0DPWT pIn Of7 PRY QD ATRY Y
:on7iy RPIYYY 0PIV DNRYN) DYYR TTA-TY DT
mnna oMgisdy AR DRI DeRipERmY [ coorEn
DUYiBDY /02370 ROVNDY XM SRID MaY npd
DRI T0IN03 AR M3 hIIY AR - TMAR 297
oI 7 DYDYy RPY Maza-by anvr cvmy LMpinm
Jvinby qwiem A YR 1R 2 oY
R PR 0Y PRY iRy iopn oRYpID od agRn T
IR "DY 07 YIR 3D QY VW nikg) S mp DY
$EIIMA Y2 A3 KDY TIR 0N 1137 0 TP miRg) 0t
2293 729D 191 5% 5B% M 1WRND 1727 APRY WIRD 1N
=93 Fow3iyn 137 19t 103 7O nPRT 0T inga Ym ik
g - 378 nwnnn IR
R} DY PRY WIRD POTPER DXP30 0B APV N
sDTRPTI3 2%7 RYMaom Y 'yin v PR 99D
YT XA PRY WIRD 4TI AR %Y ingeay venoem
nYSY .0IipIER — IR AYTYR TORTYD .oTRDTUN "abyD
pI0D 1758 /7 DYR AR PRY RIRD :0)iR2 DI o)
"M — 93V 0En MR OYH W OR NOY 735 ITOR ,TON
S TIBTIYIY 1R IR LAY 913 1) ShNing teid M
YN RI2DY WIRGY 010023 PITY 1932 T a Phnonm
R0 BTIPTAR LI MIn A%h3 N9 nInk MER3 T m3n
aYTEn ORI .0IDD) DVIYha (3 1 oyn A
J17IR3 991> — a9

People who do any of these things do not have a share
in the World To Come if they died without having
repented, but if they had returned from their wicked-
ness and repented before dying they will receive a
share in the World To Come, for there are no sins for
which repentance does not atone.
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Even if one had denied everything throughout one's life but in the end repented on will still get a share in the World To

Come, as it is written, ""Peace, peace, both for far and near', says the Lord, ‘and I will heal him

m

. All wicked people,

opposers and others, who repented, whether publicly or privately, still get a share in the World To Come, as it is writ-
ten, "Return, faithless children, et cetera" - even if one is still faithless and one repented privately and not publicly, one

will enter the World To Come in a state of repentance.
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When all these principles of faith are in the safe keeping of man,
and his conviction of them is well established, he then enters Sxw? 5533
“into the general body of Israel,” and it is incumbent upon us to love

him, to care for him, and to do for him all that God commanded us to do
for one another in the way of affection and brotherly sympathy. And

this, even though he were to be guilty of every transgression possible, by
reason of the power of desire or the mastery of the base natural passions;;
He will receive punishment according to the measure of his perversity,
but he will have a portion in the world to come, even though he be of th&é
YK "ywID “transgressors in Israel.” When, however, a man brealq
away from any one of these fundamental principles of belief, then of hlm«
is it that 55571 1 K¥* “he has gone out of the general body of%
Israel,” and 7p"¥a 7193 “'he denies the root-truths of Judaism.” And hegH
is then termed 1M, and DP'BK, and 'Myw1a y¥Ip “hewer of.
the small plants,” and it is obligatory upon us to hate him and cause himy!
to perish, and it is concerning him that the scriptural verse says:—
BIRWK /71 T'RIWN K191 “Shall I not hate those who hate Thee, O Lord?"fi
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