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The Chosen Nation
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The Letter about the Resurrection of the Dead
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ﬁ‘his being known, it is
also known that the divine overflow that exists united to the human species,
I mean the human intellect, is merely what exists as individual intellects —
that is, what has overflowed toward Zayd, “‘Umar, Khalid, and Bakr. Now if
this is so, it follows necessarily according to what I have mentioned in the
preceding chapter that when any human individual has obtained, because
of the disposition of his matter and his training, a greater portion of this
overflow than others, providence will of necessity watch more carefully over
him than over others — if, that is to say, providence is, as I have mentioned,

consequent upon the intellect. Accordingly divine providence does not watch
with this speculation it follows necessarily that His providence, may He

be exalted, that watches over the prophets is very great and proportionate
to their degree in prophecy and that His providence that watches over excel-
lent and righteous men is proportionate to their excellence and righteous-
ness. For it is this measure of the overflow of the divine intellect that
makes the prophets speak, guides the actions of righteous men, and perfects
the knowledge of excellent men with regard to what they know. As for the
ignorant and disobedient, their state is despicable proportionately to their
lack of this overflow, and they have been relegated to the rank of the indi-
viduals of all the other species of animals":‘He is like the beasts that speak
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Rambam’s Laws of Gifts for the Poor Ch. 10
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Rambam’s Laws of Repentance Ch. 2
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Laws of Forbidden Relations Chap. 19
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Mishnah Avot 5:18

Yehudah ben Tema said: Be bold as a leopard, light as an
eagle, swift as a deer, and strong as a lion, to carry out the
will of your Father in Heaven. He used to say: The brazen
goes to Gehinnom, but the shamefaced goes to the Garden
of Eden. May it be Your will, Hashem, our God and the
God of our forefathers, that the Holy Temple be rebuilt,
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speedily in our days, and grant us our share in Your Torah.

Rambam’s Commentary QAR WD
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15All the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the blare of the '|§W'l L?W hm D"T’DIT'I'NEN ﬁ‘é’i?"l'ﬂ& D’ﬁf‘! bv 'T'L)D'I

horn and the mountain smoking; and when the people saw it, they fell
back and stood at a distance.
“and we will obey; but let not God speak to us, lest we die.” 17Moses
answered the people, “Be not afraid; for God has come only in order to
test you, and in order that the fear of Him may be ever with you, so that
you do not go astray.” 18So the people remained at a distance, while Moses
approached the thick cloud where God was.

16“You speak to us,” they said to Moses,
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Rambam’s Letter to the Jews in Yemen
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