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 Rambam’s Intro to Perek Helek ם לפרק חלק“הקדמת הרמב

Rambam’s Laws of Repentance Chap. 8 ם הלכות תשובה פרק ח“רמב 

(2) Life in the World To Come does not involve a body or an 
inner body. The World To Come is inhabited by souls of the 
righteous people without their bodies, like the ministering 
angels. Since they do not have any bodies they don't need to 
eat or drink, nor do they need to do any of the things which 
men's bodies in this world need, and nor do they do any of 
the things which people in this world do with their bodies, 
such as standing, sitting, sleeping, dying, feeling pain, acting 
frivolously, et cetera.  The first Sages said that in the World 

To Come there is no eating, drinking or coition, but that the righteous people sit with their crowns on their heads and 
benefit from the radiance of the Divine Presence. This shows that because there is no eating or drinking there is no 
[physical] body. When they said that the righteous people sit they meant it figuratively, i.e the righteous people are there, 
without laboring or pains. Similarly, when they said that the righteous people have crowns on their heads they were re-
ferring to the knowledge because of which they inherited a place in the World To Come. This knowledge is always with 
them, as is their crown, as Solomon said, "...with the crown with which his mother crowned him". It is also written, 
"..and everlasting joy shall be upon their head" - this is not physical pleasure which they will receive, but the crown of 
the Sages, i.e. knowledge. When they said that they will benefit from the radiance of the Divine Presence they meant 
that they will know and understand the existence of God in a manner that they couldn't while in their gloomy and paltry 
bodies.  
(3) Whenever the word `soul' is mentioned, it does not mean the soul-body combination but the actual soul itself, which 
is the understanding given by the Creator and which causes other understandings and actions. This is the form which 
was explained in the fourth chapter of the Laws of The Basic Principles of The Torah. It is called `soul' with respect to 
this matter. This life, which does not involve death, for the reason that death is an occurrence of the body, or a body is 
called the bond of life, as it is written, "Yet the soul of my lord shall be bound with the bond of life" - this is the reward 
above which there is no other rewards, and the goodness above which there is no other goodness, and with which all the 
Prophets were granted. 
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Rambam’s Laws of Repentance Chap. 8 ם הלכות תשובה פרק ח“רמב 

8) This is what the Sages referred to as the World To 
Come, but not because it is in existence now and that it 
will follow after this world is destroyed, for such is not the 
case. The World To Come does exist, as it is written, "O 
how great is Your goodness, which You have prepared for 
those who fear You". It was called the World To Come 
only because life there comes to one only after life in this 
world, where we exist in a body- soul combination, which 
is how men exist first. 

Rambam’s Laws of Repentance Chap. 8 ם הלכות תשובה פרק ח“רמב 

6) Do not under-rate this goodness by reckoning that the 
reward for mitzvot is not that one will be perfect on the way 
of truth, but that one will eat and drink good foods, involve 
oneself in coition with people of outstanding appearance, 
dress in purple embroidered clothes, live in a tent of ivory-
and use vessels of gold and silver,  
and have similar things, in the way that the stupid and adulterous Arabs occupy themselves. The Sages said that those who 
possess knowledge know that all these things are just rubbish and nonsense, and are useless. We have no goodness better 
than this in this world, for we have physical bodies. All these things are bodily requisites, and the soul desires and wants 
them only for the sake of the body so that the body's wants will be met and will continue to exist. When there is no body, all 
these things become as nothing. The great goodness which the soul experiences in the World To Come is beyond any means 
of comprehension in this world. In this world we know only the physical pleasures to which we are tied, but that goodness 
[in the World To Come] is exceedingly good, and has no rating when compared to the pleasures of this world, except figura-
tively. In the way of truth, however, which continues physical pleasures into the World To Come for the soul by way of 
food and drink is not so, but that goodness is beyond investigation, and has no limit or comparison. David said, "How great 
is Your goodness which you have laid up for those who fear You; which You have performed for those who trust in You in 
the sight of the sons of men!".(7) How much David yearned and hungered for life in the World To Come, as it is written, 
"Were it not that I believed I should see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living". the first Sages have already 
made it known that it is beyond one's capabilities to comprehend the goodness of the World To Come at all, and that one 
cannot know its greatness, beauty and very essence, but it only the Holy One, Blessed Be He, who can understand it. All the 
goodnesses which the Prophets prophecised to Israel are only physical pleasures from which they will benefit in the days of 
the Messiah and when monarchy has been returned to Israel. The goodness of the World To Come, however, has no limit or 
size, and was not discussed by the Prophets so as not [even] to hint that it might have a limit.  
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 Rambam’s Intro to Perek Helek (cont.) 2 ם לפרק חלק“הקדמת הרמב

1) The goodness reserved for the righteous is life in the 
World To Come. Such life is life without death, and has 
goodness without badness. It is written in the Torah, "...that 
it may be well with you, and that you may prolong your 
life". According to a tradition, we learn that the words, `that 
it may be well with you' refer to a world where all is good, 
and that the words, `and that you prolong your life' refer to 
a world which is eternal, i.e. the World To Come. The re-
ward of righteous people is that they will receive this pleas-
antry and goodness, whereas the punishment of the wicked 
is that they will not receive this life, but are cut off and die. 
Anybody who does not receive this life dies without receiv-
ing an eternal afterlife, and is cut off on account of his 
wickedness and is lost like an animal. This is the cutting-off 
which is mentioned in the Torah, such as when it is written, 
"...that soul shall be utterly cut off". According to a tradition 
we learn that the words, `cut off' refer to being cut off from 
this world, and that the word, `utterly' comes to include 
[being cut off from] the World To Come, i.e. that soul 
which was separated from its body in this world will not 
merit life in the World To Come, but is cut off from there as 
well. 


