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The Tenth Principle

Rambam’s Intro to Perek Helek
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Laws of Foundations of the TorahChap. 2
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Rambam’s Laws of Repentance Chap. 5
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Guide of the Perplexed II1:16 252121 ;77917 2“anT

Al aberrant opinion is professed by the philosophers concerning God, may
He be exalted, with respect to His knowledge of what is other than He;
and it is a very great aberration, and they have stumbled in such a way that
neither they nor those who follow them with regard to this opinion can find
absolution. I shall let you hear the difficulties through which they were
plunged into aberrant opinion. | I shall also let you hear the opinion of our
Law about this and our opposition to them in regard to their evil and incon-
gruous opinions concerning God’s knowledge.

That which in the first place was mainly responsible for plunging them
into, and impelling them toward, this opinion is what appears at first sight
to be a lack of order in the circumstances of the human individuals and the
fact that among the Adamites some excellent individuals are in a sorry and
grievous plight whereas some wicked individuals are in good and pleasurable
circumstances. This impelled them to formulate the division that you will

See and marvel how they plunged into something worse than that
which they tried to avoid and how they were ignorant of a matter to which
they were constantly drawing our attention and that they were always
explaining to us. As for their plunging into something worse than that which
they tried to avoid, it consisted in the fact that in trying to avoid imputing
negligence to God, they decided that He is ignorant and that everything
that is in this lowly world is hidden from Him, and He does notapprehend
it. As for their being ignorant of that to which they were constantly drawing

within our religious community. It is likewise one of the fundamental
principles of the Law of Moses our Master that it is in no way possible that
He, may He be exalted, should be unjust, and that all the calamities that
befall men and the good things that come to men, be it a single individual
or a group, are all of them determined according to the deserts of the men
concerned through equitable judgment in which there is no injustice what-
ever. Thus if some individual were wounded in the hand by a thorn, which
he would take out immediately, this would be a punishment for him, and
if he received | the slightest pleasure, this would be a reward for him — all
this being according to his deserts. Thus He, may He be exalted, says: For
all His ways are judgment, and so on.'* But we are ignorant of the various
modes of deserts.

reasoning. For I for one believe that | in this lowly world — I mean that which
is beneath the sphere of the moon—divine providence watches only over
the individuals belonging to the human species and that in this species alone
all the circumstances of the individuals and the good and evil that befalithem
are consequent upon the deserts, just as it says: For all His ways are judg-
ment.*® But regarding all the other animals and, all the more, the plants and
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the LORD: 17“Ah, Lord Gop! You made heaven and earth with Your
great might and outstretched arm. Nothing is too wondrous for You!
8You show kindness to the thousandth generation, but visit the guilt of
the fathers upon their children after them. O great and mighty God whose
name is LORD of Hosts, ®wondrous in purpose and mighty in deed,
whose eyes observe all the ways of men, so as to repay every man accord-
ing to his ways, and with the proper fruit of his deeds! 20You displayed
signs and marvels in the land of Egypt ¢with lasting effect, and won
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5The LORD saw how great was man’s wickedness on earth, and how
every plan devised by his mind was nothing but evil all the time. 6And
the LORD regretted that He had made man on earth, and His heart was
saddened. 7The LORD said, “I will blot out from the earth the men whom
[ created—men together with beasts, creeping things, and birds of the
sky; for I regret that I made them.” 8But Noah found favor with the
LORD.
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Genesis 18

Abraham what He has promised him.” 20Then the LORD said, “The out-
rage of Sodom and Gomorrah is so great, and their sin so grave! 211 will
go down to see whether they have acted altogether according to the outcry
that has reached Me; if not, I will take note.”
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Rabbeinu Bechaye on Numbers 6
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The Way of God
I1:A

fx] Ttis clearly evident that everything that exists, both above and
below, was created only because the Highest Wisdom deemed it
necessary and useful in furthering the general purpose of creation.
The natural laws and properties of all things were thus ordained by
the Highest Wisdom so that they should be best fitted for the pur-
pose for which they were created.

Since each thing was initially created for a reason, it is appro-
priate that it be maintained so that it can serve its intended purpose.
After God created all things, He therefore continued to oversee them
and maintain them in their desired state.

(33 The human race, however, is different from all other species,
since it was given free will and the ability to involve itself with both
perfection and deficiency. Man is therefore an active, moving in-
fluence, and not something that is merely acted upon.

The providence dealing with man must therefore also be dif-
ferent from that concerning other species. In the case of man, it must
oversee and scrutinize every detail of his activities, and bring about
things that are the result of his ways and the fruit of his deeds.! Each
one of a pcrson s deeds, as well as their results, are scrutinized, and
providence is then extended to him in the particular manner that
suits their consequences, and [the individual is judged] measure for
measure, as will be discussed in a later chapter.2

This is not true, however, of any species other than man. The
members of other species are acted upon, but have no influence
themselves. They merely exist to maintain the species as a whole, ac-
cording to the nature of its spiritual Root. Providence is thus merely
extended to maintain the Root and its branches, according to the
inherent nature and function of that Root.3

Human beings, on the other hand, act and exert influence as
individuals. They therefore require individual providence, and every-
thing must be the result of their deeds, no more and no less. We
will expand upon this further in the following chapters.
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