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JAmong the things that you likewise ought to know is the fact that the Law
does not pay attention to the isolated. The Law was not given with a
view to things that are rare. For in everything that it wishes to bring about,
be it an opinion or a moral habit or a useful work, it is directed only toward
the things that occur in the majority of cases and pays no attention to what
happens rarely or to the damage occurring to the unique human being be-
cause of this way of determination and because of the legal character of the

on the natural things in which the general utility, which is included in them,
nonetheless necessarily produces dam;c_lges to individuals, as is clear from our
discourse and the discourse of others.' In view of this consideration also, you
will not wonder at the fact that the purpose of the Law is not perfectly
achieved in every individual and that, on the contrary, it necessarily fol-
lows that there should exist individuals whom this governance of the Law
does not make perfect, For not everything that derives necessarily from the
natural specific forms is actualized in every individual. Indeed, all things
proceed from one deity and one agent and kave been given from one shep-
herd.! The contrary of this is impossible, and we have already explained?
that the impossible has a stable nature that never changes. In view of this
consideration, it also will not be possible that the laws be dependent on
changes in the circumstances of the individuals and of the times, as is the
case with regard to medical treatment, which is particularized for every
individual in conformity with his present temperament. On the contrary,

governance of the Law ought to be absolute and universal, including every-
one, | even if it is suitable only for certain individuals and not suitable for
others; for if it were made to fit individuals, the whole would be corrupted
and you would make out of it something that varies,® For this reason, matters
that are primarily intended in the Law ought not to be dependent on time
or place; but the decrees ought to be absolute and universal, according to
what He, may He be exalted, says: As for the congregation, there shall be
one statute [huqqah)] for you.* However, only the universal interests, those
of the majority, are considered in them, as we have explained.

After I have set forth these premises, I shall begin to explain what I
have intended to explain.

1. Eccles. 12:11. 2. Cf. III 15. 3. Cf. e.g., B.T., Shabbath, 35b; B.T., Hullin, ga. 4. Num. 15:15.
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