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 1 י שם“ורש. גמרא שבועות לו

2 

Talmud Shevuot 36a and Rashi 

Rabi Yosi the son of Rabi Chanina said: “Amen” has in it [the connotation for] an oath, the acceptance of 
things, or confirmation of a thing.  An oath, as is written (Bamidbar 5): “And the woman shall say, 
‘Amen, amen!’”  The acceptance of things, as is written (Devarim 27):”Cursed be he who will not uphold 
the terms of this Teaching and observe them. — And all the people shall say, Amen.”  Confirmation of a 
thing, as is written (Yirmiyahu 28): “The prophet Yirmiyahu said: ‘Amen! May the Lord do so!’” 

“Amen” has in it [the connotation for] an oath.  He who answers 
“Amen” after an oath, it is as if he uttered the oath from his [own] 
mouth.  The acceptance of things.  One who says to his friend: “In or-
der so that you will fulfill for me this condition,” and he (the friend) says 
“Amen”, he (the friend) accepted his words and must fulfill his condi-
tion.  Confirmation of a thing.  It is appropriate to answer “Amen” on a 
bit of prayer and supplication, for it is the language of me’amen the 
things, that it should be [His] will that it will be true. 

 Talmud Shabbat 119b and Rashi י שם“ורש: גמרא שבת קיט

Rabi Yehoshua ben Levi? Said: Anyone who answers “Amen, Y’he Shmei Raba Mevorach” with all his 
strength, his decree is torn, as it says (Shoftim 5): “When locks go untrimmed in Israel, when people dedi-
cate themselves — Bless the Lord!”  What is the explanation for “when locks go untrimmed?”  Because they 
blessed God.  Rabi Chiya bar Abba said in the name of Rabi Yochanan: Even if he has a trace of avodah 
zarah, he is forgiven. . . . 
Rabi Shimon ben Lakish said: Anyone who answers “Amen” with all his strength, the gates of Gan Eden 
open for him, as it says (Yeshayahu 26): “Open the gates, and let a righteous nation enter, [a nation] that 
keeps faith.”  Don’t read it “that keeps faith”, rather [read it] “that say ‘Amen’”.  What is “Amen”?  Rabi 
Chanina said: A faithful, powerful King. 

A faithful, powerful King.  So one testifies on his Creator, that He is 
a Faithful, Powerful King. 
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 ח קכד“טור שלחן ערוך אור .י ברכות נד“רש

 מכילתא בשלח 

 מכילתא יתרו
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 I:50ם מורה נבוכים “רמב
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 ט:ן דברים ד“רמב
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From Abraham Joshua 
Heschel’s  

God in Search of Man, 
pp. 152-157 
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