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5. AND THE ETERNAL PUT A WORD IN BALAAM’S
MOUTH. Some commentators'?® explain that Balaam did not
understand the words [he said], but G-d filled him with words and said
to him: “Return unto Balak, and thus thou shalt speak,'** for the
words will come forth [automatically] from your mouth.” Perhaps this
is also the opinion of our Rabbis, who have said: '** “He shaped his
mouth and formed it [so that he would speak as He desired], like a
person who fixes a nail onto a board. Rabbi Eleazar says: It was an
angel that spoke: Rabbi Yehoshua says: etc.”'?® But it does not
appear to me to be correct [that Balaam did not know what he was
saying], because he said [that he] heareth the words of G-d; seeth the
vision of the Almighty.®” But the meaning of [the word] ‘vayasem’ (and

137 M ogn

7.A2 2TR2

He put) is “instruction,” signifying He taught him the words so that he

_shonld recite them with his mouth, and he should not forget or omit

any part of it, similar to [ the expression ], teach thou it the
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children of Israel; ‘simah’(put it) in their mouths.'* Similarly, for by

the appointment of Absalom this hath been ‘sumah’ (‘put;
determined’).'®
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