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6. AND HE BELIEVED IN THE ETERNAL; AND HE
ACCOUNTED IT TO HIM FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS. Rashi’s
explanation is: The Holy One, blessed be He, accounted it to
Abraham for righteousness and merit because of the faith with which
he had trusted in Him.

But I do not understand the nature of this merit. Why should he
not believe in the G-d of truth, and he himself is the prophet, and
G-d is not a man, that He should lie? ®*2 Furthermore, he who
believed [and on the basis of this belief was ready] to sacrifice his
only son, the beloved one, and withstood the rest of the trials, how
could he not believe a good tiding?

The correct interpretation appears to me to be that the verse is
stating that Abraham believed in G-d and he considered it due to the
righteousness of the Holy One, blessed be He, that He would give
him a child under all circumstances, and not because of Abram’s
state of righteousness and his reward, even though He told him, Your
reward shall be very great. **® Thus from now on he would no longer
have to fear that sin might prevent the fulfillment of the promise.
Now although in the case of the first prophecy 24 Abraham had
thought that the promise was conditional upon the recompense for
his deeds, yet now since He promised him that he should have no
fear on account of sin and that He will give him a child, he believed
that the thing is established by G-d, 5 truth He will not turn from
it. 2% For since this is a matter of the righteousness of G-d, it has no
break in continuity, even as it is written, By Myself have I sworn,
saith the Eternal, the word is gone forth from My mouth in
righteousness, and shall not come back.
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now, thou who studiest this my Treatise, that belief is not the notion
K that is uttered, but the notion that is represented in the soul when it
has been averred of it that it is in fact just as it has been represented.
If you belong to those who are satisfied with expressing in speech the opinions
that are correct or that you deem to be correct, without representing them
to yourself and believing them, and still less without seeking certain knowl-
edge regarding them, you take a very easy road. In accordance with this,
you will find many stupid people holding to beliefs to which, in their
representation, they do not attach any meaning whatever.
In the English language the word “faith” is profaned when applied
to man. For instance, it is improper to say “I have faith” in another
human being. From a strictly philosophical and philological view-
point, no one can have faith in another man. It is blasphemy to say
“I have faith in man.” Confidence, yes, but not faith. To have faith Rav J oseph
in people means the deification of man. It is sacrilegious. Soloveitchik to
Fafth means an abso}ute act Wbl.Ch results ig corpplete rgli- YU Rabbinic
ance without any reservations, conditions, or qualifications. Faith .
means complete trust. The person in whom I have faith will not | Alumni (1973),
betray me—never, never, never! as related in
_Faith in God a}lso requires sqmething else of us. Faitt} in qu The RaV, by
requires that the faithful suspend judgment from time to time. It is .
not only the surrender of the body but of the mind. Emunah Aaron Rakef-
[faith] confronts man with the challenge to suspend his intuitive fet-Rothkoff
judgment and to act irrationally and illogically. At times man must

act in a certain fashion even though he does not understand why
he is required to conduct himself in such a manner.

Faith confronts man with the challenge to suspend his judg-
ment and to deny the principle or norm he has been preaching all
his life. Only a man-child can surrender and suspend his judg-
ment.
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