Notes for m1p — Using the Artscroll

Notes for map

Page 152 — 1m0 naw
General outline of the n1p:
1. Lamenting the general calamities that happened to the Jewish people — pain, suffering of
the people, eg: 72w o (which we’ll get to), 17 12 °n°2 ny pyx (see Artscroll)
2. Understanding 17 and the real cause for our suffering — ' X177 p>7%
3. Asking God for redemption and forgiveness — »xn 0% anaw..ww *12°wn — (that quote of
"X 017 comes from the 7awvsn of P naw)
4. Asking for payback — 1% o7 7n o1

Specifics: moo comes from the word 11510, meaning a covering; that God creating a covering to
hide in and hide from the Jewish people (the word itself is borrowed from 713°x) — but the Rav
explained that it refers to 0°15 7007, the notion that God closes himself off so that he doesn’t see
or hear our cries in times of need; that’s a big theme on 2&2 v — i.e. that God had to hide himself,
otherwise these tragedies wouldn’t have happened.

72w xun 9 — what was the sin of 77°w? Three sources: first the Gemara in 21 about why 79w
was destroyed. Then the Navi in Shmuel about the sons of *7y, and finally the Gemara in
Shabbos about the real nature of the sin...

Page 157 — 7°582 N¥X 72X
e This np follows the 2 - X, and contrasts two diametrically opposed perspectives: the
good that transpired between the Jewish people, and the destruction that occurred when
that goodness was lost. We first say the 172>k about each specific detail — how could you
let this happen, and then we mention that God forgot the goodness.
e There is the stark contrast of n>°x — the lamentation, with 1% >3 7n ' 121 — remember the

good that happened to us...
e Most of the references refer to the relationship between God and the Jewish people in the
desert
X QMR 772 728Y — we suffer now at the We suffer, because God didn’t remember
hands of o17& m¥3, S0 he’s mixing 0°IN37 12 N2

historical periods, which really doesn’t
matter. He refers to all destructions that
we suffer on axa v, whether they
happened with the first wipni n°2 or much
later.

7\ we suffer m2x because we were the ooxa God doesn’t remember the 777 217°7 D397 —
T3 — the haughty people who had 7233, | the 7777 n¥op that the Jewish people had
as they traveled an eleven-day journey in
the desert that only took three days.

I\ the pnm 71 791 refers to the 731 5mx, that
God didn’t remember for us when He
destroyed it.
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n\r

T°2ar oo 72 91917 — God cheapened the
wpna N2, which is referred to as 77137,
because we call it 1anaxon n*a 7121, by
allowing o1 — strangers to defile it.

He didn’t remember 2711 °pn 0 — the
wedding of the laws of 2717 — a reference to
10 97, nppn WX — that God hewed out for
us. This is a reference to the special
relationship that we once had with God,
shown by the fact that He Himself carved
out those magical nmin® that the Gemara
says could be read from either side.

\v

We are the o°x>v — the sheep of God, and
we were destroyed by the o —a
reference to the fact that we were like
sheep going to the slaughter

> m77 9p° — the preciousness of the
m77 — the friendship and closeness of the
Jewish people to God that was lost

2\

1m0 2292 122 NP3 — God destroyed his
vineyard at the hands of those who deny
Him — the o 1910

oL maro X9 — a promise not to completely
destroy the Jewish people. Ironic that in a
sense, we aren’t completely destroyed, yet
we feel that this promise has been violated,
because we no longer see ourselves as a
nation

hiVa)

qw1 N1 nR°w1 — this refers to the trip
through the desert, which we compare to
God carrying us on the wings of eagles
because of our total dependence on him. It
really takes a messianic image that’s
intended for the future and applies it to the
past.

v\o

"7y »7v" 1v — this refers to a p1oo that we
recite in the 777 from Sxpr that we say
when we mention the fact that "xw» >12
were “27” —

7Y2 X12N P97AM 2270 NN TR An¥D 7220
o»7v — the twin crowns. This is also a
reference to the crowns of ynwi nwyi that
the wan talks about at °1°0 177

T\p

nipb —to avenge, from xip — jealousy

o°Man 257 wan — refers to the twenty
thousand angels accompanied God when
He descended upon °1°0 77

Page 166 — 12°%w: *MwXIM >NIRON 79°K

This 7°p is based on two things: the text from the second chapter of 72°K, and the text
from the first part of >mpna nwns, where the Torah makes promises to the Jewish people
if they do or don’t follow the Torah. This is highlighted in bold at the beginning and end
of each stanza. It’s also in w2 nxk format — see the beginning of each line of text.

The author also changes the speaker throughout. Sometimes it’s first person: I was

(13

punished, sometimes it’s

you,” and sometimes it’s “them.”
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¢ In each stanza, the author refers to the destruction that occurred which either goes against
the good promises made to us in the beginning of *mpn2, or matches the negative
punishment predicted to us in the nno1n if we don’t follow the Torah.

X — The speaker in this stanza is God, relating why and how the destruction happens. The Jewish
people began the whole process, because they rejected the idea of 12%n *mipna oxr by 12°%n0 092 —
they put the idol in the 9>, and they violated the Torah and 13771 °17n "wR *Xin — the conditions
of the seers — the o°x°21 who begged the Jewish people to keep the Torah — which brings us to the
last line in the first verse: God telling us that in essence, we did this to ourselves — n&r in°1 2371
aioip}

2 — This refers to the perversion of justice that the people did, and the resulting loss of rain that
results. The Torah promises that if we keep the Torah, the anya o>»wa *nnn, but because we did
not, o7wn PaR> Y — the rain, Twn, turned to pax — dust

3 — God cut down the j39p 211 — the head of their horn, which can refer to the m2%» which is
known as a 1p. Instead of the blessing of abundant produce — 7°%2 nx w7 032 »¥m, they get *m
2yn — famine and hunger.

7 — the reference to 512 is a quote from the 210 when God says, nX °nniy oo1y 1IR3 DX °NN2wN
51720 0> w — this could refer to a brittleness, a fineness, and a weakening of the Jewish strength.
7o vy whw refers to the 3o, the wall that divided between where non-Jews couldn’t walk in
the wipni n°2, which the Greeks broke through in thirteen places. All of this unrest comes in
place of yax2 012w >nna.

7 — God was our M, our rock and creator, but He turned against us and fought against us,
causing us to lose the promise of ansT

Y — nX9n P73 n1o refers to 05wy, which is also known as P73 2w, yyws says that when the Jews
repent, p7x 9°y 77 X1p° — they’ll call the city the city of justice, as it once was but is no longer
because we put nxmw 95 — every defilement into it.

In each stanza, we lament the fact that the good promises were lost — the starvation that came in
place of 7°xa nx w7 032 »wm — the war that came in place of yxa 09w *np;

Page 174 — 117wa n9¥an0 7aw° 99°K

Intro from the Rav — why did the a°175 merit their own 71°p? Quote from n°1vn n>on» and the
whole timeline — how long did it take? It must mean that the o°1775 were fighting like mad — to
protect the wipni na. It’s unclear if the n2°p blames the o375 for the sins of the people, or just
blames the people.

This n1p refers to the loss of the 24 o>anwn of the a°1715, and how each aspect of the service in the
wpnn N2 was lost. Interestingly, it counters many of the losses with the sins of the people
creating a cause and effect relationship between the sin, and the loss of a type of 772y. Again,
the author uses the first word from each of the o>p109 in the first chapter of 7>°x as a basis for
each stanza.

2 — "D 112 RN 370 30m1 — this refers to the killing of 7721 which we’ll talk about and recite
an entire 712°p about later. But because of that sin, o> 9% o°no wnwa — flowers — children were
killed like goats.
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3 — 03 — we were exiled, because of v nwy mawyn Ny — because we didn’t keep muonw, we lost
the land. This is a clear reference to the many explicit warnings in the Torah that if we don’t
keep mv nw and acknowledge that the land really belongs to God, He will remind us by kicking
us out of His land.

1 — the beauty of the w7pn was lost and replaced with ashes on the head and the lost of the 7,
because of no2y on®a Wwwoa — sins of not giving bread to those who needed it. We were so
preoccupied with our own beauty and wealth that we refused to give those who needed food to
eat. So, God took away His beauty from the w7pn, because it didn’t belong there.

n — refers to the many times that the Jewish people worshipped idols and mocked the true o>x*21.
For this, God left the 5>

% — nox 1y 01k X2 — they covered themselves in piety; people acted frum, looked frum — but
underneath it all, nor wan Sy o2, that silver was really only covering earthenware.

n —the kinah ends on a hopeful note, first that the people who perpetrate the evil get their just
rewards, but also that we return to the wpn and can offer ni2np there once again.

Page 182 — 17wX> HY 10 11P7

e Tell the story of yw&> — which is actually found in '2 o°5%» - how he was the grandson of
mwin who spread idolatry throughout the Jewish land, so much so that they didn’t even
recognize the Torah at all. nwin’s son R was assassinated by his guards, and 7wy took
over the monarchy at the age of eight. Eighteen years later, vp>n found a 710 190, and
opened it to find that it was turned to the nn>wn. When y»wx> heard about it, he tore nvp
and brought the Jewish people back to God and Torah, eradicating the vast majority of
idolatry from the land.

e Inreality, when you look at o°»°77 °927, the ®°21 there says that v wx> really began
investigating about God when he was eight years into his reign, at the age of sixteen.

e 7017y wanted to travel through the land of Israel to do battle with the Assyrians, but
1wR* doesn’t let him, because he thinks that the people who keep the Torah will have
every element of the 7 fulfilled. v7°»2° warns him not to fight and to let them go
through, but y7>wx> doesn’t want to listen, convinced that nobody worships idolaters when
they really do, so he gets killed.

e Here read from the section of o7 *127.

e Go to the text of the n2°p, which uses the first word from each s of the fourth chapter
of 7>°R.

17117 1P — that’s from the text in 2°»°7 °127

T w12 — that really refers to the year of his reign, when he was sixteen

7177 °1%°% Rvn 12 27 — they insisted on retaining their connections to the 1"y, and would place
their idols on the insides of the doors, so that when the idol police came, they wouldn’t see the
idols because they were on the inside of the door, but when the two doors would come together,
they would form an idol. That’s why it says n2771 1% mp WK — the back of the door.

I 7217 AP R? TWY AR 70 20w v 77301 — this s a reference to owi 2w, where the 117,
which symbolizes God, knocks on the door and waits for the 7>y to answer, but she doesn’t.
o refers to the fact that during the time of vwx*, God was knocking on the door, waiting to
return to %W °12. But, since that time, once y>wx> was killed, there was no chance — God hasn’t
even put his hand into the hole to knock.
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191 — he upheld the Torah, and declared o°p> &% qwx T17K, echoing the curse of the Torah
demanding that the Jewish people keep the nmxn. ywx took it literally, and forced Torah back
on the Jews.

o'y 0220 — could be o3> 02w — “we’re good friends.” Recognize this language from the
section of o°»°17 °727. This is where the king of Egypt sends a message to y7°w«> asking him not to
fight, but to let the Egyptian armies pass through.

n3% *1n7 793 — he stopped them and would let them through to fulfill the 7592 of 297 Mavn &5
promised to the Jewish people who keep the Torah.

Nk yaw X9 — he wouldn’t listen to the X°21 who told him to move back, because Egypt was
supposed to fight Egypt.

mna N7 N0 Rk — again another reference to the idols on the doors

21p 10 — the battle against the Egyptians begins, and they begin shooting at y7>wx>

They eventually shoot him with 300 arrows, but 1722 adds that before he died, y7>wx> did one
more thing:

1D’ 71¥97 1"Now M1 — he confessed in the end that he was wrong for not listening to ¥7»2° and
following God’s command — %12 1> °2 71 X7 7Y

e The end of this n1p is written at the end of the destruction of the wpni n°2 and the
beginning of the n1%3, when 77 looks back and says that the destruction of the n°a
wpnn was delayed 22 years for the 22 letters of 5>k that they said for ywxe.

e Really this was so devastating for 1°n7° because he came so close — it was really the
greatest chance for the Jewish people to return to their glory and closeness to God, but
was lost because ywi» refused to believe that he hadn’t been completely successful in
overturning the 1"v of his time.

e [t seems to me that there’s also an issue of not being able to completely erase the sins of
his grandfather 7win. Sometimes even when we think that we’re doing well, there’s still a
debt to pay — the city has become too defiled. It cannot be cleaned. It must be destroyed
and rebuilt again, and there’s nothing that °»2° can really do about it.

New 71p for 2004 — Page 188 - naxn qwx "9x

This mp refers to the wpnia n°a, and specifically relates in each stanza four things:

57X — one nature of the wpni N2

nx1% 7n? — why should it always be in the hands of...

n»nn —and look what happened to You, God, when You don’t have a house!

79 — a reference to a>>w1 and the wpna N2

This 7°p should resonate with us specifically, because even in a time when we do have 72X
X, we still must remember that we don’t have n°277 7977 — and that it still remains in the hands
of the o>77w, 0°97v, 0°771% — you name it, it’s still equally true today.

It ends off with a hopeful but bittersweet note: 1vx2 ¥37 >3 nmwva *nXw1 — but it has really been a
very very long moment; 1982 2% 72°K 10y 3.

NOTE FROM 2003 — THIS n2°p IS PARTICULARLY LONG, AND HARD TO READ AND
UNDERSTAND. SKIP IT.
Page 210 — 1nowR 7298
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e Written by Rabbi Eliezer Hakalir; the Hebrew here is particularly hard.

e This n1p doesn’t describe any particular historical event. Rather, it describes the
suffering of & w° °12 in general terms. The most amazing aspect of it is how the author
weaves three different sources of material in the 113°p. The first word of each line of the
stanza comes from the first word of the 09 in the first, second and fourth chapters of
72°K. The ending of each sentence comes from the first words of the three o105
beginning with those letters in the third chapter of 7>°k. Finally, the end of each verse
comes from the nnon in the Torah. Doing this, the author ties in all the m°p in 72°KR
together with the promises Moshe made if we don’t keep the Torah, showing how what
Moshe said would happen, actually did.

e The nrp ends on a hopeful note (page 224) by saying that even though we are constantly
tormented, nevertheless nowadays we are not far from the Torah, and we ask that God
return to us to teach us His Torah.

New for 2004 - Page 226 — 0°192 1% 7wy WX DX N7

Speaks about the insolence of Titus and his conquest of o°>w19° and the wpnn n°a — read the
gemara from 1"1 s, Several references to this Gemara are found in the 71p:

1. 221991 °19% X271 1270 AW

2. 0°171 RIX A7 AN

3. W 93 XX

Page 232 — 71958n OR

e This very graphic n1p describes the various terrible forms of suffering the Jewish people
endured throughout history. It uses the form of: “If...could happen, °2 *9%% — woe unto
me,” and really tries very hard to shock us about the suffering of the people, and how
terribly the Jewish people suffered.

e The most important part of the n12°p is the end: That God shouts back at them, you’re
complaining so loudly about what happened to you, but you’re not shocked by what you
do to yourselves, and what you do to me.

v 27 wpn MmO — God shouts back at them

D°v 7% anXpaw an — what happened to you to talk about

DY 71 R? WY WK NXY — but what you yourselves did, you don’t talk about
7190KN ok — you talk about how terrible it is that women must eat their children
DO AWR KD K22 172 "7 WIPR 30 ORY —

e 250 years before the destruction of the wpni n°a — read the story inside from o7 >727
including >"wn, explaining what it’s so bad.

e This should at least give us pause to wonder whether the reason that Yxw» *12 suffers
today has something to do with the way that we treat one-another, and the way we relate
to one another. It’s true that we don’t act the way that they did. But, at the same time, our
suffering isn’t as bad as theirs was. We wonder why the Jewish people face such difficult
times today. Do we even look at ourselves?

THIS IS AS FAR AS WE GOT IN 2003. MAKE SURE TO DO THE FOLLOWING nip
NEXT YEAR.
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Page 240 — mp73n ' 12
In this 12°p we contrast the gifts of God that He does for us with the embarrassment that we have
for returning His kindness with only sin and rebellion. Among the sins that he lists are:

) MO 2°2 0 Y 1N They showed a lack of faith and rebelled against God at
the a0 o

n DOIOR 17 AWy op This refers to >0 777 when the Jews made the v

i\ 1INAYLIY avy — the n wan ey noo — we used them for idolatry

5 Spopn anb They mocked the

1 277 °7 MY 122 MXN] Refers to the rebellions described by Moshe at the

beginning of o127 nw-o — each place is a reference to a
different sin in the 127n

17 M oI It’s interesting that we consider this a 779X — that instead
of God taking His wrath out on us, He took it out on the
wTpni n°a, and spared us. We’re embarrassed because
we still return to God and have to beg for forgiveness
and ask for Him to return to us.

Page 248 — 111257 1K

This is the np about the ten m3%» »»11i7 murdered by the Romans over a period of oven 100
years. It’s similar to the 73°p that we recite on 119°2 o1 each year during nom. Read through the
nrp and describe how the 73p tells of each of their horrible deaths. Imagine how degrading and
demoralizing it must have been for the Jewish people, and how destructive it was spiritually. It’s
interesting to note that this n2°p isn’t really complete because it doesn’t even mention all ten
martyrs. It’s trying more to evoke emotion than accurately portray historical fact.

Page 260 — 11 nX1 — read the source sheet from the 111 1t X713 on page 4

e This np describes the fate of the son and daughter of 173 375 Hxvnw» *21 after the
destruction of the w7pni n°a. The story is based on the &3n3x in w3 which tells this
story...read the x7nx and describe how these were children of a great 7173, and that they
were not really captured during a siege or period of destruction. Rather, they were simply
kidnapped and stolen away from their parents, never to be seen again. This is how life
was under Roman rule. It’s reminiscent of the Russian children that were stolen away
from their families to the army, and the general indifference of gentiles to Jewish
suffering. There really was nothing anyone could have done about it, even for the
children of yw oK 12 HRynws ', the 7173 170.

e Itis particularly chilling because it reminds us as parents of the suffering of children
because of persecution. Read through the 112°p and describe the story and how the 73p
tells it...

e The nrp has a sad refrain — m2nx) — “and I will moan” — you can almost hear a sigh when
you say the word — and we moan year in and year out because of this suffering, because it
continues to happen to the Jewish nation.
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Page 270 — o "wX1 10° *»

e Explain that these nmx°p lament the massacres suffered by the Jews in the three major
communities of Worms, Speyer and Maintz in 1096 during the first crusade. While it
wasn’t the only wholesale slaughter of Jews in Europe by any means, it was really the
beginning of this type of massacre.

Page 272 in the middle: x7 0wy *x177 °%y 1 113pX — the people of Speyer

Page 272 at the bottom: Rxrn71 %rp.. 213 121 — Worms

Page 274 near the top: X213 7 77X 23

During the first Crusade it’s estimated that about 5,000 Jews were killed. But, the most
troubling aspect is the introduction of the killing of Jews as scapegoat — for no real
reason. Until then the suffering of Jews was either on a smaller scale, or national in
scope: Romans, Greeks, etc. all had national and political agendas above or in concert
with their anti-Semitism. The Crusades marked the first killings of Jews simply because
of who they were. This began a trend that only escalated and worsened over time, until
the Holocaust this past century.

Page 278 — Don’t do this year — find a good summary of the Midrash for next year, if there is
one.

Page 304 — >27p2 7210 WX

Contrast the celebration of the Jewish people as they left >2x» in triumph, with the dejection,
despondency and despair they felt as they left o°%wy°. Sometimes the best way to appreciate a
loss is to understand it in context, and this is what this n2°p does.

Read some of the examples inside.

This 2P, ends on a positive note though, introducing the idea that one day we will return to
%1, As much as we’ve suffered, the examples of our triumph at 2>7x» nx°x> will one day
happen again.

Page 320 — °n7257 "9o% O

This 72°p relates the results of what happened to the Jewish people because of what they did to
721, It’s really a description of a story in poetic form, and how the blood of 7>957 called out to
the executioner Nevuzaderran, who decides to avenge his death. Read the &3 from 1°97710, then
explain how the ;12°p goes through the story and describes the events as they appear in the & na.

Page 328 — *oXwn X217 11°%

e In the upcoming ni°p, we begin to lament our distance from >xw° yaX. This n1p, written
by o1 7770 »9, describes how central &~w» yaR is to the essence of the Jewish people
and to living a Torah life. As it is written in his most famous work, the *211257 190, he
convinced the entire Khazar people to convert to Judaism. Yet, during the dispute they
mocked him for paying lip service to xw> yax. Taking this advice to heart, he decided to
move to & I, and might have gotten there, and might not have. Some say that he
only got as far as Egypt, while others say that he got to Damascus, and others say that he
actually got to x7w» o, and was Killed, trampled to death by an Arab horseman as he
fell to the ground to kiss the dirt near the n>a7 2i7. Whichever ending is true, he wrote this
73R on the way to Israel.
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e While this 71 had great meaning for Jews throughout history, as they saw Israel as an
unattainable goal, it challenges us in a much more direct way. The whole 117 is basically
an expression of his desire to be in the Land of Israel, to see it in its splendor and wonder
and fulfillment:

O TMaW N2W D17nX N — it’s a dream to him

O TNMA HY A21W MY WK D1pna Tonwa w1’ anmax — | would pour out my soul to
be in the place that God’s spirit was poured out over God’s chosen place

O T3 MIRDD °YY 0°7av 1AW TR — how is it that slaves sit on the chair of your
majesty?

o Places listed in the 73p — 11am, the place of the burial of the max; =7 ,012v7 97
a7,

o Bottom of page 330 -- 7an mws1 1 wp1 721 — the souls of your friends are tied to
you; they feel joy when you dwell in serenity; they feel pain about your
desolation; they cry about your destruction

o At the end of the 7P we say: 7°7X¥n2 1w 2P N2 WK MWK — (page 332) Do
we really feel this way about Israel? 77K By 787 Y30 7900 WK — we're
waiting for that long-awaited sunrise, the beginning of the morning. Is it the apple
of our eye? Don’t we say 11°¥ 73mnm and 77w 2°%w17°9 three times a day? Why
should God return if we ourselves don’t want to? That’s a difficult question that
we have to ask ourselves.

Page 334 — %% 7993 1% 95 onp Y

This np focuses on just how central the Land of Israel is to the Jewish people. Living our lives
in the diaspora, we sometimes fail to remember just how central the Land of Israel is to Jewish
life.

e The nrp first describes the tremendous benefit that Israel has; the physical beauty, the
tremendous benefits to health; the sweet forests, the amazing donkey of 7°x> 12; the n1p
articulates something that we know intuitively: the land of Israel is no ordinary place.
There’s something special and different about it

e Page 336 — the n1°p turns to the spiritual focus of Israel in Jewish life — o°%37 w5w and
how everyone would go to o°%w17 three times a year; 729X *93 7127 727 — Jewish time
follows the moon only over Israel;

Page 340 — 2% navy %

This 72°p also describes the beauty of Hx~w» yax, and the desire that God return to the Land and
restore her. What’s particularly relevant to us is the notion that the 73°p begs for the return of
017w to 1°% in a number of different ways: 7%°m *%v 219wy P7% M1 1182 019w — and really that’s what
we yearn for as well: peace for the dwellers of 0% — 215w 20> 521,11 o¥93 91230 297 ow.

Page 360 — wXa 191w "ORW

This 7°p laments the burning of 24 wagonloads of Talmud and manuscripts in Paris in 1242. The
immense loss of sources and Jewish knowledge is unbelievable, and was devastating to the
Jewish communities. When we think of >"wn and the vast majority of maon *>ya came from
Provence and that area of Europe, and lived at that time. Indeed, a great shift occurs, and the
major leaders of the Jewish community stop coming from France and shift to Spain and other
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Muslim countries after the burning of the Talmud. This event generally marks the beginning of
the decline of the French Jewish community.

IR N7DY 11°% — page 368

Follows the a2-x

The most striking element of the 72p is the comparison of Israel to a beloved woman — sort of
the way that o> w1 2°w considers the Jewish people the beloved of God. There are a number of
subtle references to o>7°wn 2w that complete the allegory. 2231 pnn — like the 717 in w"nw.

When you think of a beloved woman who you lost (because of your own infidelity), and how
much you yearned for her, that only makes the loss that much more painful.

770 %Y 7917w Mbwa — you were matched with your mantle (the Temple) — but the word 717w
comes from 77w — the Land of Israel isn’t just the place that the Jews are supposed to be.
Rather, she’s our bride, our destiny; the beloved wife of God and the Jewish people.

In the Artscroll, they make it clear that the beloved is God. That becomes clear later on, when the
nrp calls the Jewish people 7717 oy — “the nation of your beloved”

TTIAR O¥ 79 02 pyt -- cry about your loss
127X 72 WX 77°12 Pv2 — Your beautiful beloved who loved you — became a stranger to you 731 o
772 — also to your “fighting force” — meaning the Jewish people

TnvR° 777 2w — return your beloved to your bed

It goes on to describe the relationship that the Land of Israel had with God — it was a marriage:
723022 X PYTR Tna 73 — there was a both a marriage and a marriage document; if you ask me,
that’s the Torah, the agreement that makes the Land the dowry between God and the Jewish
people.

0°2vnn 0°32) ¥1 — you gave children to the Jewish people; nowa 7°%1 — you have been had, made
to look foolish for doing all that goodness for the people;

Still, despite the rebellion, God never divorced the land of Israel — 7>7170 750 W 775 X2 RO

% —my heart mourns the loss of your sweet fruit

¥ — your foundations were plowed away "1 ™2 772 — to a barren field; consuming fired licked
away at you

¥ — | cry out to the lamenters to cry bitterly against 7>7°5 — those people doing this to you

T7°31 1991 2R 702 7198 — How did your princes fall into your enemies’ hands? It’s a really good
question.

After the end of the 2-x, the 11°p then uses the acrostic of the writer — 1 9°8», and turns less
lamenting and more hopeful: 9>7°% 11 20¥n 715°) — when will you give birth? Most women take
nine months, and you’ve taken far longer than that!

It ends on a very hopeful note: one day soon, God will unlock the door and return His people to
¥, 70 A0 797 NN 1R — then, those who tremble before you will bow, and people will
know both the strength of Israel and her beauty.
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Notes for m1p — Using the Artscroll

Page 384 — 386: np for the axw

Page 390 -- 11°% "OX

Note the fact that we compare these n1127117 to 7°7%2 AWK > — like a woman in the pangs of
labor. At the time, there’s nothing worse, but the woman knows that there’s a purpose, and
ultimately her suffering will end and her greatest joy will begin. The 72> ends on a hopeful and
prayerful note, when we say, 7°7nR ynwy 2wp 72 1m%° 170 931 — that we ask God to hear our cries
and prayers and m°p, so that we should not need to suffer and cry out any longer.
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